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Herald Photo. The children of Pioneer Memorial 
Church (PMC) pictured on the cover receive lots 
of love and special attention from their Sabbath 
school leader, Lisa Goolsby.  She and other leaders 
and volunteers are part of PMCõs long-time com-
mitment of making PMC child-friendly. Recently 
they completed a major building project to serve 
the needs of their younger members.  The children 
pictured clockwise from lower right are Zoey Ca-
ballero, Bayley Schalk, Daniel and Andre Azevedo.   
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alter L. Wright is the 
newly elected Lake Union 

Conference (LUC) president. 
After Gordon Retzer, our former 
president, announced that he had 
accepted a call to be the president 
of the Southern Union Conference, 
Don Schneider, North America 
Division president, met with LUC 
ofþcers and conference presidents 
to pray and give input regarding a 
replacement.

On Thursday, July 10, Schneider 
met with the LUC Executive 
Committee which is responsible 
for electing a president between 
constituency sessions. After a 
time of prayer, members of the 
committee submitted names of 

potential candidates 
suggested by 
constituents and 
employees throughout 
the union. From a list 
of 20 names, committee 
members selected 
seven candidates, 
after Schneider gave 
a biographical outline 
for each followed by 
another season of 
prayer.

After several 
sessions of prayer, 
biographical 
descriptions, and more 
rounds of voting, the 
þeld narrowed to four. 
Through the whole 
process, it became evident to all 
that Walter Wright was consistently 
the person of choice, and a motion 
was made and unanimously passed 
to ask him to be our next president.

Wright þrst came 
into the ministry 
as a lay pastor in 
Germantown, Ohio.  
He soon became 
a full-time pastor, 
having attended the 
Adventist Theological 
Seminary at Andrews 
University. He then 
received the bachelor 
of arts degree in 
social and behavioral 
science from Ohio 
State University. 
While working as a 
pastor and evangelist 
in the Allegheny 
West Conference, 
he completed 
his doctorate 
in counseling 
psychology from 

International Bible Schools and 
Seminary. Wright then served as 
church ministries director and 
vice president of the Southwestern 
Union Conference. In 1997, he came 
to our union to serve as executive 
secretary, ministerial director, 

Adventist-Laymenõs Services 
and Industries (ASI) and family 
ministries director.

He has been married to 
Jacqueline òJackieó (Cook), whom 
he affectionately calls òFudge,ó 
for the past 49 years. Jackie 
joined Walter in developing their 
Family Maintenance Seminar 
which they have presented all 
over the world. She currently 
serves as administrative assistant/
receptionist at the Lake Union 
Conference ofþce.

Wright is a certiþed family 
life educator (CFLE), certiþed by 
the National Council on Family 
Relations (NCFR) and Andrews 
University. The Wrights are 
members of the Association of 
Adventist Family Life Professionals 
(AAFLP), and recently received 
the Distinguished Service Award 
from that organization. The couple 
has three sons and one daughter, 
eight grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren.

We look forward with 
conþdence in Godõs leading to 
the future of the Lake Union 
Conference under the leadership of 
Walter Wright.

Gary Burns is the Lake Union 
Conference  communication director 
and the Lake Union Herald editor.
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 always dreamed 
of playing football in the National 
Football League (NFL), but 
somehow that dream seemed to be 
fading away. He was a tight-end 
football star in high school, but his 
þ rst year at Alma College found 
him sitting on the bench. His next 
year was showing much more 
promise when a broken collarbone 
took his dream to a new low.

Although Alex was reared 
United Methodist, his parents never 
required him to attend church 
every Sunday. He could remember 
praying as a child, but not like 
he found himself praying last fall 
when his NFL dream seemed to be 
shattered on the footfall þ eld. Alex 
prayed that the Lord would reveal 
what His plan is for his life.

That is when the Lord sent Josh 
Drumm* into Alexõs life. Josh had 
recently returned to his childhood 
Adventist faith, and even though he 

was on the football team, he did not 
play on Saturdays. 

One evening Josh invited Alex to 
come to his college dormitory room 
to þ x his computer. As Alex was 
waiting for the computer software 
to reload, he spotted Joshõs Bible 
and out of curiosity opened it. 
Providentially, it opened to Exodus 
20 and the Ten Commandments. As 
Alex read the fourth commandment, 
he again questioned, as he had as 
a child, which day was really the 
Sabbath. As he was contemplating 
that thought, Josh returned to his 
room and found Alex reading 
his Bible. Now Alex smiles as he 
remembers being embarrassed and 
wanting to hide the Bible.

Alex and Josh studied what the 
Bible says about the Sabbath until 
around 4:30 a.m. the next morning. 
By dawn, Alex felt he understood 
the seventh-day Sabbath, how it 
was changed, and who changed it. 
Over the weeks that followed, he 
and Josh continued to spend time 

in Bible studies. Alex also came 
to realize that he must observe 
the Bible Sabbath as a holy day, 
and soon he decided not to attend 
football games on Saturdays.

November 30, 2002, was 
Thanksgiving Sabbath at the Otter 
Lake (Michigan) Church when 
Alex and his girlfriend, Shanon, 
visited for the þ rst time. After 
church services, they met with the 
church pastor, Jeff Jorgensen. Alex 
shared with him that he would 
be moving back home to Otisville 
the following semester to attend 
Mott Community College in Flint, 
Michigan.

When he moved home, Alex 
continued his Bible studies with 
Pastor Jorgensen and made 
his decision to be baptized. On 
February 22, 2003, many of Alexõs 
friendsñincluding students from 
Mott Collegeñand family members 
attended his baptismal service and 
experienced the fervor of his new-
found faith. Each day as Alex drives 
the thirty minutes it takes to reach 
college, he prays that God will give 
him opportunities to witness; and 
God has been doing just that! Now 
when he comes to Bible studies 
with Pastor Jorgensen, he invites 
others to come with him.

Alex still loves to play football 
and played with the semi-pro 
Michigan Admirals based in Flint 
this summer. But his goals have 
changed. Now more than ever 
his goal is to serve God with all 
his heart and soul and to see how 
many others he can introduce to 
Christ. During an interview at the 
June Michigan Conference camp 
meeting, Alex announced that He 
has decided to dedicate his life to 
the gospel ministry.

*See the March 2003 issue for 
Joshua Drummõs conversion story.

Jeff Jorgensen, Otter Lake Church 
pastor, and Bruce Babienco, 
Lake Union Herald volunteer 
correspondent
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ave you ever thought of 
taking your family on a 
mission trip? We never 

thought it possible to take our sons, 
ages 6 and 10, until they were much 
older. But this past February and 
March my family and our friends, 
the Carlsons, traveled to the South 
Paciþ c where we spent three weeks 
as volunteer missionaries in Fiji.   

The Islands of Fiji, known for 
their friendly, hospitable people, 
are home to some of the happiest 
Seventh-day Adventist Christians 
in the world. We enjoyed their 
gracious treatment during our stay 
at Buca Bay, on the island of Vanua 
Levu, location of the Vatuvonu 
School and Clinic managed by the 
Dream Machine Foundation.1 The 
clinic is a small, volunteer-staffed 
facility, providing medical and 
dental care to the surrounding 
villages and smaller islands 
where medical care is scarce. 
Unfortunately, the clinic is only 
open to the people when there are 
doctors and nurses available.

Indianapolis doctors DuWayne 
Carlson, an orthopedic trauma 
surgeon, and Randy Grifþ n, 
a dentist, were put to work 
immediately upon arrival. They 
began work at 8:00 a.m. and didnõt 
leave until the last patient was 
seen. Patients arrived early in the 
morning and waited outside until 
their names were called.  

Sometimes the wait was long, 
so during this time Karen Carlson 
and I, along with our children, took 
the opportunity to tell the story of 
salvation to the waiting patients. 
We used felts and crafts that 
coordinated with each story from 
creation to the cruciþ xion.  

This trip was a unique 
experience for the children in both 
of our families, ages 6 through 11. 
In this rural part of Fiji where there 
isnõt any electricity, the clinic is run 
by a generator. When it is off, there 
is no power at the school or clinic. 
We found that the Fijian people do 
not need it! They rise and go to bed 
with the sun. Our children quickly 
acclimated to this schedule and 

were soon playing volleyball and 
baseball Fijian style and exploring 
with their new friends. Our kids 
were amazed to þ nd that children 
donõt need computer games, 
bicycles, swimming pools, or 
televisions to have fun.   

We cherish the memories of the 
dedicated school staff; Kata, the 
cook who took special care of us; 
the district pastor who oversees 
15 churches; the patients who 
traveled to the clinic on foot, by 
bus, boat, or dug-out canoe; women 
washing their laundry in a stream; 
a man cutting up a 100-pound þ sh 
on the dock and sharing it with 
those around him; and the Fijiansõ 
beautiful a capella singing.

This mission trip was one of 
the most rewarding events in 
our familiesõ lives. The medical 
needs are so great in Fiji that we 
left wishing we could have done 
more. But with the help of many 
volunteers and the grace of God, 
the need can be metñone hand, 
one mouth, and one soul at a time.

1 The Dream Machine Foundation, 
under the direction of Stephen Arrington, 
is a Christian non-proþ t organization 
dedicated to helping children and families 
in Fiji with medical, dental, educational, 
and farming programs to improve their 
quality of life. To learn more about this 
organization, go to www.dreammachine
foundation.com; phone (530) 872-4884; 
or e-mail steve@drugsbite.com. 

Kathy Grifþ n is a member of the Cicero 
(Indiana) Church.
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 ildebeest, also known as 
gnu or African antelope, 
mate and give birth to 

their young during their annual 
migration to the Serengeti plains in 
Tanzania, East Africa. Hyenas also 
roam the Serengeti, stalking the 
wildebeest calves. Aware of these 
predators, a mother wildebeest 
immediately upon giving birth 
begins nudging the weak newborn 
to its feet. It is not uncommon to 
see hyenas stalk the helpless young 
within minutes of birth. In an effort 
to protect her calf, the mother will 
counterattack. But the hyenas, 
working as a pack, often keep 
the mother distracted until a lone 
predator can get the calf. 

Observers tell us that thousands 
of wildebeest graze nearby, raising 
their heads to watch this drama as it 
unfolds. If they acted together, they 
could easily outnumber the hyenas. 
But not one wildebeest makes a 
move to help mother or calf. 

The wildebeest herd typiþ es 
a dysfunctional churchñquite 
the opposite of a family-friendly 
church that makes ministry family-
centered and church-supported. 
Family-friendly churches recognize 
that parents have the primary 
responsibility for the spiritual 
nurture of the child. But at the same 
time the church stands ready to 
assist and support the ministry of 
the home. 

The Kuna Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, near Boise, 
Idaho, is a family-friendly church. 
òOur style of doing church 
is informal and can appear 
disorganized,ó confesses Aileen 
Sox, one of Kunaõs church elders. 
òWe'll probably always run a little 
late, a little long, and a whole lot 
casual on Sabbath morning. But for 
Kuna that is small stuff. With the 
big stuff, we get it right. We pay 
attention to kids.ó

Kuna's þ rst Vacation Bible 
School in a number of years 
attracted 100 children and more 
than 50 volunteers! 

Generous members subsidize 
part of the tuition (in some cases all 
of it) for a number of Kuna children 
to attend church school. Nobody 
complains about spending money 
for Sabbath school furniture or 
supplies for Vacation Bible School. 

Kuna members applaud kids 
and involve them every week 
in church services. Children 
sometimes read the morningõs 

Scripture passage, sing or play 
special music, and sing with the 
childrenõs praise team. Junior 
deacons and deaconesses have 
assignments whenever their adult 
mentors do. Kids greet at the front 
door along with their parents or 
older siblings. 

The church applauds childrenõs 
achievementsñhonor roll, 
graduation, community awardsñ
during praise or announcement 
time. Kidsõ prayer requests are 
taken to Godõs throne just as 
seriously as are adultsõ requests. 
The childrenõs offering may not 
be the biggest cash offering each 
Sabbath morning, but it could be 
the bulkiest. Nobody can resist the 
children, each carrying a basket to 
be þ lled. 
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At Kuna they don't mind the 
noise generated by children during 
a worship service, which they hold 
before Sabbath school so children 
will endure it better. The church 
provides òbusyó bags for each 
child under age 10, and has booster 
seats to help kids ages 1ð5 see what 
is going on up front during the 
service. And Kuna gives parents 
wireless headsets from the sound 
system so they can listen to the 
sermon while walking their restless 
toddlers. 

At Christmas, Kuna kids each 
receive a book from Paciþc Press 
or the Review and Herald; at 
their dedications, babies receive 
a toddler's worship book; and at 
baptisms, candidates receive a 
Bible. When a baby is born, the 
pastor visits the hospital with 
a copy of Kay Kuzmaõs book 
Preparing for Your Baby's Dedication: 
A Guide for Parents. òKuna wants 
parents to know right from the 
beginning their church will 
participate in their childõs spiritual 
life,ó Aileen says. 

Not surprisingly, Kuna has 
experienced amazing growth, from 
20 families to 85ñmost of it in the 
past six years.1 

Bill Hybels, one of America's 
best-known pastors, says, òThe 
single remaining common interest 
or entrance point for nonchurched 
people into the life of the church 
is children. é We have a wide-

open door to almost every family 
in every community worldwide 
when we love and serve their 
kids.ó2 Parents want their children 
involved in outstanding programs. 
And if the kids love being there, 
parents will keep bringing them 
back. Eventually the whole family 
will stay for church. 

Barna Research Group, in 
November 1999, reported their 
þndings that childhood is the most 
important time for deciding for 
Christ. A century ago Ellen White 
wrote: òIt is in these early years 
that the affections are the most 
ardent, the heart most susceptible 
of improvement.ó3 

Barnaõs nationwide survey 
showed the probability of people 
accepting Jesus Christ as their 
Savior in relation to their age. 
Children from 5 to 13 have a 32 
percent probability of accepting 
Jesus; ages 14 to 18, only 4 percent; 
19 and older, 6 percent. This data 
ÿies in the face of the way we do 
church. 

If childhood is evangelismõs 
window of opportunity, should 
we not be more intentional about 
allocating budgets and evangelistic 
efforts where they will be most 
productive, rather than to an 
audience that is six to eight times 
less open? 

If we would make our churches 
family-friendly, we must ensure 
that both the church facility and 
church family are safe for children. 
When children are molested, 
they do not suffer alone; the 
whole family grieves. When the 
perpetrator is a church member and 
denies what happened, the whole 
church can take sidesñeveryone 
hurts, and ministry is derailed.

Family-friendly churches plan 
ahead to make church a safe place 
for children to come to know Jesus. 
A few simple rules can protect both 
children and the churchõs ministry:

Family is the place where 
children learn and experience 
love, affection, values, and God. 
In the home, children learn to 
be connected to or disconnected 
from each other, not only by what 
parents and guardians say, but also 
by what the children experience. 

Families who experience high 
rates of cohesion, connectedness, 
and spiritual and relational health 
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intentionally connect with each 
other every day. Family worship 
not only connects family members 
at the beginning of each day, 
but also builds spirituality and 
relationships. Recently Barna 
Research reported that nine out of 
10 parents of children under the age 
of 13 believe they are responsible 
for communicating their values and 
religious beliefs to their children. Yet 
in a typical week, most parents don't 
spend any time discussing religious 
matters or sharing religious 
materials with their children.4 

Unfortunately, many families in 
the congregation do not understand 
the importance of family worship, 
and even if they do, they don't 
know how to go about it. This is 
where churches can help. Parenting 
seminars and tips from the pulpit 
can support parents and show them 
what to do. 

A new childrenõs discipleship 
opportunity is opening up for 
churches. A Kids in Discipleship 

Center, under the leadership of Don 
MacLafferty, has been launched as 
a pilot project at the Collegedale 
Church in Tennessee. Sponsored 
by the Georgia-Cumberland 
Conference, Southern Union, and 
the North American Division, the 
project goal is to create a child 
discipleship plan at the local church 
level to systematically integrate 
each child into the heart of worship, 
ministry, and mission.

òFootprints in the Sand, Part I, the 
þrst set of 12 lessons, helps parents, 
in a small group setting, become 
committed disciples,ó Don explains. 
òFootprints, Part II, brings together 
the parents and children, working 
as families to study through a series 
of 32 lessons.ó This series gets child-
ren into a personal relationship 
with Jesus, develops habits of 
personal and family devotions, and 
encourages service and witnessing. 
Eventually some of these families will 
become involved in mentoring other 
families in the discipleship process. 

We all want our kids and 
grandkids to grow up to be 
responsible members of society at 
large. And we surely want them to 
love and serve God as they grow 
older. This doesn't happen by 
chance, or by providing random, 
sporadic attempts at communi-
cating our religious and cultural 
values. We need to be deliberate in 
how we communicate our faith to 
our kids. Itõs our responsibility to 
themñand to Jesus. 

1 They now have 120 kids under the age of 18! 
2 David Staal, "Take the Challenge: Lead Up,"   
   Children's Ministry, January/February 2003, p. 51. 
3 Ellen G. White, in Review and Herald, Dec. 17, 1889. 
4 Barna Research Online, May 6, 2003.

Noelene Johnsson is the North 
American Division (NAD) children's 
ministries director, and Willie Oliver is 
the NAD's family ministries director. 

Reprinted with permission from the Adventist 
Review.
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he Lansing (Michigan) Church 
believes it is time to bring the 

church home. Rather than asking 
families to involve themselves in 
what the church is about, we are 
committed to involving ourselves 
in what families are about. This 
home-centered, church-supported 
model of ministry goes beyond 
mere programsñit involves a 
new way of thinking about 
and doing ministry.

A family-based church 
is built from the ground 
up. Even the most basic 
decisions that a church 
makes have a profound 
impact on families. The 
church schedule is no 
exception. Rather than 
overburden our families 
with meetings and time 
commitments, we have 
scheduled two nights a 
week for church meetings. 
On Monday nights we 
hold all our committee 
meetings. Wednesday 
night is reserved 
for Pathþnders, 
Adventurers, and 
other classes and 
family events. On all 
other nights, the church is closed. 
We encourage families to choose 
one night a week for a family fun 
night.

òFrom generation to generation 
we will recount your praise.ó 
Psalm 79:13 calls the church to 
intergenerational worship. The 
Lansing Church believes that 
worship is for everyoneñyoung 

and old alike. A family-friendly 
service involves more than just a 
childrenõs story. It is the creation of 
an experience that allows the entire 
congregation to worship together. 
This experience is created in many 
different waysñby use of music 
for all ages, through object lessons, 
through hands-on activities, 
through the use of digital media, 
through drama, and through multi-
sensory experiences.

During the school year, 
Wednesday nights are a special time 
for the whole family to be at church. 
On the þrst and third Wednesdays, 
our Pathþnders and Adventurers 
meet. We also provide specialized 
classes on various family topics for 
the parents. On the third and fourth 
Wednesdays, the church plans an 
activity, worship event, or service 
project that involves the whole 
church family.  

The Lansing church believes 
that the church body should 
function as a family of families. 
We have endeavored to create 
this atmosphere by providing 
opportunities for the church to have 
fun together. During Hope for the 
Homeland we had a different social 
function each Saturday night after 
the meeting. We are also in the 
process of developing a mentoring 
program that will strengthen the 
connection between individuals 
and families and support those that 
have special needs.

Evangelism isnõt just for the 
man or woman across the street, 
but for the children across the 

hall. The Lansing Church 
believes its young people 
are its greatest mission þeld. 
Every other year we conduct 
an evangelistic event for 
young people and their 
families. In January of 2002, 
the church held its þrst child 
evangelistic series, giving 
parents the opportunity to 
lead their children to Jesus. 
Twelve young people were 
baptized as a result. This fall 
we will be holding a service-
based evangelistic event 
designed for youth and their 
families.

The process of developing 
a family-based ministry 

takes time and focused 
effort. At the start of 

this journey we are 
already seeing lives changed. For 
the þrst time parents have been 
given the opportunity of leading 
their children to Jesus. And young 
people are þnding their place in the 
church family.

David Yeagley is the Lansing Church 
pastor.
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n Sabbath, June 21, the Lake 
Region childrenõs ministries 

Puppet Bus was dedicated during 
the Lake Region Conference camp 
meeting. The busñþlled with 
kids ages 7ð12, a few adults, and 
puppetsñmade its debut at the 
main pavilion at Camp Wagner 
(Cassopolas, Michigan) with a 
preview of programs that will be 
shared throughout the conference 
territory. 

The purpose of the Puppet 
Bus ministry is to take the 
gospel message into inner-city 
neighborhoods and provide a 
means for our children to minister 
to other children. The ministry is 
interactive to encourage audience 
participation. During the Lake 
Region camp meeting, the children 
did community outreach in the 
evenings, having the puppets sing 
songs and tell stories.

The Puppet Bus, originally 
owned by Ann Arbor, Michigan, 

public schools, was painted red; 
then half of the seats were removed 
and windows were þxed to òhideó 
the children who work the puppets. 
The bus is available to any Lake 
Region Conference church that has 
completed their volunteer screening 
forms and submitted them to the 
Lake Region Conference childrenõs 
ministries ofþce, prepared their 
young people for street ministry, 
submitted a request, and has a 
qualiþed bus driver (CDL license).

Although the program focus is 
entirely up to the congregation, the 
Lake Region children's ministries 
department will offer assistance.  
Training classes were offered 
during camp meeting in puppet 
and clown ministry. They were 
also offered in Spanish during the 
Hispanic camp meeting Labor Day 

weekend, August 28 ð 
September 1.     

The bus was 
purchased with 
funds from the North 
American Division 
(NAD) childrenõs 
ministries department. 
Noelene Johnsson, NAD 
childrenõs ministries 
director,  identiþed 
inner-city outreach as a 
priority concern. Lake 
Region submitted the 
only funding proposal 
for inner-city outreach.  

Lake Region leads the 
way for afþliation with the NAD 
Adventist Childrenõs Ministries 

Association (ACMA), which serves 
as a support network for the 
encouragement and growth of those 
whom God has called to minister 
to children within the Adventist 
Church. Funds may be available for 
local chapters who submit a request 
for funds to support childrenõs 
outreach programs. 

A chapter is established when it 
has at least 10 members, submits an 
application to the NAD ACMA, and 
is ofþcially endorsed. Lake Regionõs 
Detroit Metro area currently 
has the largest chapter with 35 
members and was the þrst local 
conference to be voted in by NAD 

ACMA. They have also recently 
been approved for funding to do a 
program in inner-city Detroit. Three 
other Lake Region Conference 
territoriesñChicagoland, Illiana, 
and Michianañare in the process of 
establishing chapters.   

Lake Regionõs Puppet Bus 
ministry is on the moveñreaching 
children for Jesus.  Phyllis 
Washington, Lake Region childrenõs 
ministries director, recently 
exclaimed, òMy problem now is 
going to be scheduling é we have 
þve states, 105 churches, and one 
bus!ó  

Debbie Young is a  Lake Region 
Conference communication staff 
volunteer.
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