


Creation always has been a favorite and fascinating theme for me. I love to 

be out in nature, have a deep connection with animals, appreciate solitude and 

beauty, and have been a star-gazer as long as I can remember. 

For those of you who love diagramming sentences (a hob-

by of mine), the subject and predicate of the everlasting 

gospel message of the fi rst angel of Revelation 14 is all 

about worshipping our Creator. Fear God, and give him glory 

. . . Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs 

of water (Revelation 14:7 NKJV). Oh, and by the way, there 

is an urgency in this everlasting gospel message. We’re 

living in the judgment hour!
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Things are quite different today than even fi ve years ago. Worldwide strife continues to escalate, moral 
norms deteriorate, the polarization of our country continues to accelerate, even within our church. The 

hostility between ideologies is intense and things just seem different — but not for the better. 

Last year, a friend who has a deep passion to keep our church centered on Christ and our message gave me a pa-
per written by a former Adventist. While the observations were very instructive about mindsets in our culture, I feel 
the conclusion of the paper was very wrong. The author recognized the strong focus in the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church — and much of Christianity — to stay true to Scripture. That conviction leads us to give time and energy to 
defi ne our hermeneutics, the rules for interpretation in the study of Scripture.

The article cited the cultural/societal change and compared it to two great forces which are relentlessly pushing into 
and against each other, creating great pressures in our society. The fi rst force is consistent with the view shared by Sev-
enth-day Adventists and much of the Evangelical community that the Word of God is authoritative truth, that the revela-
tion of God to man through inspired Scripture is the guiding authority for our lives and reveals the only path to salvation. 

But the other cultural force is the popular view that truth is primarily derived through experience and discovery; Scrip-
ture is just one component and subject to scientifi c investigation. Science, then, is a greater source of truth, yet add-
ed to science is the rather subjective idea that each person’s perspective, seen through his or her life experience is 
truth for them. It’s really nothing new. During the formative years of my generation, we called it existentialism — my 
existence determines reality. My experience determines what is good and bad, right and wrong.

A popular term today is emerging church, a postmodern, religious-based approach that emphasizes experience 
and minimizes tradition. Someone once said, “Drivers who are slower than you are idiots while those driving faster 
than you are maniacs,” illustrating the belief that my point of view, my experience, is the standard by which to judge 
others and defi ne truth. This cultural force, this philosophical mindset, takes the free choice that God gives each of 
us and then stretches that reality to say that what I conclude for myself is valid truth, mirroring the thought process 
of Lucifer popularized by Frank Sinatra’s 1970 Grammy Award-winning release of, “I Did It My Way,” a prime example 
and description of the self-centered core of the sin problem.

My take on the author’s conclusion is that since society has moved into the concept and practice of truth by experi-
ence and discovery, we as a church should simply roll over and accept this as reality instead of error. In short, give 
up on biblical truth! In essence, he is saying, “Don’t trust God; trust self. Put your experience — what you see, what 
you know — above what God has spoken. Whatever seems right in your eyes is the thing to do.”

Did a familiar text just come to mind? There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death 
(Proverbs 14:12 NKJV).

I encourage us to spend more personal time in God’s Word, to come to the Word with the heart of David: Show me 
your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is 
in you all day long (Psalm 25:4, 5 NIV).

President’s Perspective

Opposing Forces 
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B Y  D O N  L I V E S AY,  L A K E  U N I O N  P R E S I D E N T
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B Y  R I C H A R D  A G U I L E R A

It’s actually a simple reason: Creation is foundational 
to the Christian belief. If you think about it, 
the entire gospel message starts at Creation. 
As you know, sometime after Creation, 
Adam and Eve fell to sin. The reason Jesus 
came and died on the cross was to offer us 
salvation from that original sin. The reason 
we await his Second Coming is so that we can 
be recreated and reunited with our Creator. 
The entire gospel message would be pointless 
without Creation. 

Have you ever watched one of these videos on YouTube 
where they demolish a building in a couple of seconds? 
Where do you think they detonate the explosives, on 
the roof or at the foundation? It makes total sense if the 
enemy wanted to destroy God’s people and lead them 
away from him, that his attack would be focused on the 
foundation of the entire belief system.  

Some schools of thought within Christianity are 
willing to compromise on Creation by accepting concepts 
of “theistic evolution” which propose God “guided” 
evolution over millions of years.  This idea may appear 

to help alleviate the tension between Creation and 
evolution, but this concept would imply that 
there were millions of years of death, disease 
and destruction before Adam and Eve came on 
the scene. The Bible clearly lays out the historic 
timeline by saying that sin in the Garden came 
fi rst, and then death came second as the result. 
Simply put, theistic evolution is not compatible 
with the Bible at all.  

Going back to the illustration of the building 
getting demolished, the easiest way to bring the 

building down would be to take out the least protected, 
most vulnerable support columns. The enemy would be 
very strategic doing the same thing by attacking our young 
people on the foundational issue of Creation. If he could 
fi nd a way to create doubt about the Creation account 
in their minds, it would make sense to believe that, after 
time, that believer would collapse. 

Could this be why we see the widespread teaching of 
evolution in public schools? Have you noticed how many 
movies, TV shows, books, toys and video games teach 
concepts of “millions of years” and evolution and 

FROMFROMFROMFROMMYMYPERSPECTIVEPERSPECTIVE

The Case for Creation  

I’ve been asked several times, “Why do you spend so much time and effort teaching Creationism?”  It’s a valid ques-

tion. After all, I do go around the world doing seminars and events on this topic which target kids (and adults) 

using fun, creative methods. Last year we released a video series called “The Creation Case” that also deals with 

the topic and targets kids. A large portion of our One Mustard Seed ministry is dedicated to teaching on this topic.
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ape-men? Have you ever read some of these hostile attacks 
on various forums about how only an idiot would believe in 
God? I see these things every week. If you chip away long 
enough, our kids will eventually spiritually collapse, which 
may be the catalyst for why so many are leaving the church 
once they leave the home. I believe the evidence clearly 
shows that, little by little, the enemy is quietly attacking our 
young people on the foundational issue of Creation. 

I’ve spent some time analyzing the enemy’s attack 
patterns and noticed that, while the enemy is attacking 
our young people from all directions with subtle teachings, 
the quality of the attack is not great. I say this because the 
evidence in favor of evolution has major problems.

Right from the start, to believe that an entire universe 
simply created itself out of nothing, all by itself, is hard 
to believe and completely unscientific. The logical 
explanation is that something or someone must have 
guided the process since, scientifically speaking, never 
has science observed or proved that things can come 
into existence by itself. I’m talking about the creation of 
fundamental things such as space, matter, energy and time.

The formation of life is another huge challenge. It 
is taught that the incredibly complex and the highly 
organized existence of life started by itself “naturally.” 
Scientists have spent decades and millions of dollars trying 
to recreate how non-living chemicals could be combined 
to create life in a lab. Every effort has been a failure which 
only confirms the law of biogenesis; life always comes 
from other life. Let’s pretend for a moment that someday 
someone manages to create a basic building block of 
life in a lab — the only thing that would prove is that it 
took a massive amount of knowledge and intelligence 
to do it, which brings us back to the point that it could 
never happen naturally and that an intelligent being was 
involved.

The problems evolutionists have to answer to are 
actually mind boggling. Besides no evidence to show a 
mechanism that would create the primordial soup of life, 
how could an unguided chemical process ever result in 
a profoundly complex genetic code? If we stand around 
long enough, do we really think a 747 jumbo jet can create 
itself?

Also, if over time a basic living soup could turn into 
a complex creature, the addition of complex genetic 
information should be easily observed throughout nature, 
yet the addition of genetic information in any living thing 
has never been observed, only the shuffling of existing 
genetics can be seen. 

Then we have the abrupt appearance of species in the 
fossil record which completely goes against the idea of 
Darwinian evolution. Even Darwin himself was perplexed 
on why the geologic column lacked evidence. He stated in 
Origins of Species that “geology assuredly does not reveal any 
such finely graduated organic chain; and this, perhaps, is 
the most obvious and gravest objection which can be urged 
against my theory.”1

The enemy is using a simple strategy of smoke and 
mirrors to confuse and disorient our young people, as 
well as adults. We should not be surprised that he would 
focus his attack on the young on the foundational issue of 
Creation. This only strengthens my resolve to continue 
helping young and old to be prepared for the enemy’s 
attacks on all faith-buster issues. In this battle, we must 
recognize that our kids are actually on the frontline of the 
battlefield which means we need to work together to build 
their faith in God the Creator.

Richard Aguilera lives in Buchanan, Michigan, with his wife and two boys.

1 Charles Darwin, The Origin of Species (1859), p. 292 (reprint, London: 
Penguin Group, 1985).

Aguilera presented at the Lake Union camporee in September.
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Research verifi es what we know 
from life experience. Hopeful  kids  
aren’t  passive  bystanders!  Some 
children are born with more easy 
temperaments — and these children 
have a higher probability of growing 
up hopeful, but parents really impact 
the ways they think about  them-
selves and the world. If parents can 
give any gift to their kids, it should be hope.

Parents often struggle with how much to say and how 
to say it when explaining diffi cult and scary news. “Put  
tragedies in context. Tell your child that despite horrible 
events, some things remain sacred and can’t be destroyed, 
such as your love and caring for each other and your faith 
in God,” suggests Kenneth Pargament, whose research 
focuses on the role of religion in times of trauma.

Specifi c, developmentally-appropriate conversations 
need to take place throughout the years  as children grow 
up. Seek out everyday situations to build your children’s 
hope and awareness levels. Listening to the wind, the leaves 
rustling in the breeze, the songs of birds, even the fl ow 
of traffi c  attune  young  children  to  their  environment.  
Alerting children to the effects of temperature and the sun 
and helping them understand how their body works to in-
sulate itself are also confi dence boosters. Certainly, these are 
also powerful ways to recognize a creative, creator God.

Providing children opportunities 
and allowing them to make a differ-
ence is also a strong component of 
helping children to be hopeful, and 
offers countless opportunities for 
building   awareness of their sur-
roundings. Even enlisting a child at 
home for help rather than just chores 
can convey that you see your child 

as a valuable family member, rather than just a kid doing 
work for an allowance or because he was told to.

When children believe the world will be a better place 
because they are in it, they are hopeful, confi dent and 
productive. They are then free to serve a living God. Being 
part of a helping community also gives us opportunity to 
show them that, in the world, there are more good  people 
and kind acts than bad people and evil deeds.

We do live in a world of sin and Satan terrorizes 
people, but God does not want that for us. He does not 
desire for us to live in a spirit of fear. His desire for us and 
our children is to live in His light and to light the way for 
others with a spirit of optimism and hope. And He gives 
us helpers along the way!

Susan E. Murray is professor emerita of behavioral sciences at Andrews 
University, certifi ed family life educator, and licensed marriage and family 
therapist. 

Beginning with his fi rst PBS broadcast in 1968, Fred Rogers taught grownups and children alike many important 

life lessons. I had the privilege of meeting Fred (affectionately known as “Mr. Rogers” by his viewers) in person 

at a conference some years ago. There he recalled that when he was a child and saw scary things on the news, his 

mother would say, “Look for the helpers. You will always fi nd people who are helping.” To be observant, to be hopeful and 

optimistic, to fi nd the calm in the storm — these are life skills his mother taught him. He also learned he could be a helper!

B Y  S U S A N  E .  M U R R AY

FAMIL|  TIES

Look for the Helpers Look for the Helpers 
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It has been said that how we eat is just as important as what we eat. Year-end holiday celebrations usually create a 

collage of joyful experiences that feed and nurture us. Eating with your family and special friends, enjoying your 

favorite foods, and expressing thankfulness to God for his goodness, combine to provide an environment that 

enriches our lives and empowers us for the year ahead.  

We were not meant to eat alone. Eating was 
meant to be a time of joy and pleasure. 
Mealtimes are a time for family bonding, a 
time of sharing stories and cultural values. 
In the holiday season, we can be more 
relaxed and have more time for family 
conversations and refl ections on 
times past. It is noted that children 
who regularly eat meals with their 
families have healthier eating patterns, are less likely to be 
overweight, and less likely to do poorly academically. 

At the year-end holiday season, there are important 
family rituals when special foods and treats are eaten. 
These special foods are often high in calories and sugar. 
Since we consume about 1,100 meals per year, to enjoy 
these celebratory foods at the year-end once or twice 
is not going to harm us. However, when the occasional 
indulgence becomes the norm, then there are issues of 
weight gain and the urgent need for increased fi tness 
programming. 

One can add color to the festive occasion by adding 
some colorful tropical fruits (such as papaya, pineapple 
and mango), pomegranates and dried fruits to the menu. 
These provide a healthful dessert which has a natural 
sweetness as well as a number of vitamins. Mangos are rich 
in vitamin C and contain a modest level of fi ber, folic acid 
and various carotenoids, which accounts for the yellow-
orange-colored fl esh of the fruit.  

Mango contains a number of bioactive polyphenolics, 
including mangiferin. This unique antioxidant has 

anti-infl ammatory properties and inhibits cancer cell 
growth by inducing apoptosis, the programmed 

death of cancer cells. Mangiferin regulates 
transcription factors and inhibits certain key 

infl ammatory pathways that contributes 
to its anticancer potential. Preliminary 
studies show that the polyphenols in 
mango can suppress the growth of breast 

and prostate cancer cells. The reported 
anti-diabetic activity of mangiferin results from its ability 
to increase insulin sensitivity and improve the utilization 
of glucose. 

The USA is a major importer of mango, mostly from 
Mexico. If picked too early, they lack the color and fl avor 
characteristic of a homegrown mango. When choosing 
a mango, choose one that emits a sweet aroma to ensure 
that the rich, creamy, bright-orange fl esh has a sweet 
taste. Terpenoids and lactones provide the subtle fl avors 
to the various mango varieties. Mangos are commercially 
available either fresh, dried, frozen or canned. Mango can 
be used to make smoothies, sorbets and jams. 

Mango salsa can make an excellent side dish to your 
holiday entrée. It can be prepared by mixing diced mango 
with chopped green and red bell peppers, crushed garlic 
and onions, a little olive oil and some freshly squeezed 
lime juice. Adding chopped cilantro provides some zest to 
the salsa. Celebrate with a mango dish! 

Winston J. Craig, Ph.D., RD, is a professor emeritus of nutrition with Andrews 
University. He resides in Walla Walla, Washington.

HEALTH|  CHOICES

B Y  W I N S T O N  J .  C R A I G

A Time of Celebration

enriches our lives and empowers us for the year ahead.  

We were not meant to eat alone. Eating was 
meant to be a time of joy and pleasure. 
Mealtimes are a time for family bonding, a 
time of sharing stories and cultural values. 
In the holiday season, we can be more 
relaxed and have more time for family 

times past. It is noted that children 

anti-infl ammatory properties and inhibits cancer cell 
growth by inducing apoptosis, the programmed 

death of cancer cells. Mangiferin regulates 
transcription factors and inhibits certain key 

infl ammatory pathways that contributes 
to its anticancer potential. Preliminary 
studies show that the polyphenols in 
mango can suppress the growth of breast 

and prostate cancer cells. The reported 

Food, family, f
riends 

and faith combine for 

a healthy celebration

Mango makes for a healthy holiday dish
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Following the Lamb wherever He goes
PRESENT  TRUTHPRESENT  PRESENT  

We live in troubled times, yet not without warning nor hope. Today is the day to fortify our faith and make every effort to grant Christ our full 
consent to be transformed into his likeness by the power of his Spirit. Our faith will be challenged and our liberties of conscience will be threatened, 
yet through the power and transforming grace of Christ we can stand, unfl inching, in the security and power of God’s Word. —The Editors

B Y  E L L E N  W H I T E

A Principle to MaintainA Principle to Maintain

The principle for which the disciples stood so fearlessly when, in answer to the command not to speak any 

more in the name of Jesus, they declared, ‘Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more 

than unto God, judge ye,’ is the same that the adherents of the gospel struggled to maintain in the days of 

the Reformation. When in 1529 the German princes assembled at the Diet of Spires, there was presented the emperor’s 

decree restricting religious liberty, and prohibiting all further dissemination of the reformed doctrines. It seemed that the 

hope of the world was about to be crushed out. Would the princes accept the decree? Should the light of the gospel be shut 

out from the multitudes still in darkness? Mighty issues for the world were at stake. Those who had accepted the reformed 

faith met together, and their unanimous decision was, ‘Let us reject this decree. In matters of conscience the majority has 

no power.’ —Merle d’Aubigne, History of the Reformation, b. 13, ch. 5.

This principle we in our day are fi rmly to maintain. The 

banner of truth and religious liberty held aloft by the found-

ers of the gospel church and by God’s witnesses during the 

centuries that have passed since then, has, in this last con-

fl ict, been committed to our hands. The responsibility for 

this great gift rests with those whom God has blessed with 

a knowledge of His word. We are to receive this word as 

supreme authority. We are to recognize human government 

as an ordinance of divine 

appointment, and teach obedience to it as a sacred duty, 
within its legitimate sphere. But when its claims confl ict 
with the claims of God, we must obey God rather than men. 
God’s word must be recognized as above all human legis-
lation. A Thus saith the Lord is not to be set aside for a ‘Thus 
saith the church’ or a ‘Thus saith the state.’ The crown of 
Christ is to be lifted above the diadems of earthly poten-
tates.” (Acts of the Apostles, “At the Temple Gate,” p. 68).

Ellen White was co-founder of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

This column is designed to promote searching the Scriptures on current topics — in community through prayer. Invite others to join you in prayerful 
response to these thoughts:

• What transformed the cowardly disciples who abandoned Christ at the cross, to bold unfl inching martyrs?
• What does our current situation look like from God’s perspective? How does Scripture inform us?
• What do you do with the statement: “In matters of conscience, the majority has now power?”
• Do we see obedience to human government as a sacred duty within its legitimate sphere?
• How do you, or how should you, respond to “Thus saith the church”?

—The Editors.

“
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ConversationsConversationsConversationsConversations
with  GOD  GOD  G

Joy of Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving is a heartfelt response to what God 
gives. When we praise him, we respond to who God 
is; we see his face. When we give thanks, we see God’s 
open hand and respond with joyful hearts to his 
generosity.

Thanksgiving naturally gives rise to joy. It causes 
us to be conscious of God and what he has done. 
God is so good and has done so much for us that the 
thought of his good gifts produces joy.

Joy, on the other hand, can give rise to thanksgiv-
ing. David celebrates the joy of a divine healing with a 
commitment to continuous thanksgiving: You turned my 
wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with 
joy, that my heart may sing to you and not be silent. O Lord my 
God, I will give you thanks forever (Psalm 30:11–12 NIV).

The Scriptures suggest a number of practical 
ways to increase thanksgiving. First, they teach us to 
give thanks for the people through whom God has 
blessed our lives. Paul’s example is very compelling. 
Eight times in his letters he gives thanks for those to 
whom he is writing. He says to the Thessalonians, We 
always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers 
(1 Thessalonians 1:2). Think of the people whom 
God has used to touch your life for good — parents, 
grandparents, children, relatives, friends, teachers, 
neighbors or coworkers, and give thanks for them.

Second, be aware of and give thanks for spiritual 
blessings. We tend to be so consumed by things that 
we almost forget the spiritual blessings that literally 

fi ll our lives — new birth, faith, grace, mercy, love, joy, 
peace, hope, wisdom, strength, guidance, knowledge, 
prayer, worship and the like. All of these things come 
from God who has given us everything we need for life and 

godliness (2 Peter 1:3 NIV). If we regularly thank God 
for spiritual blessings, we will never lack a reason for 
giving thanks.

Third, give thanks for blessings of the past. One 
reason God has given us memory is so that we can 
recall past blessings. Psalm 105, for example, includes 
more than 40 verses recalling how God blessed his 
people from the time they left Egypt until they entered 
the Promised Land. Verses 1 and 3 set the stage with 
these words: Give thanks to the Lord . . . let the hearts of those 

who seek the Lord rejoice. I have found that giving thanks 
for past blessings always brings great joy to my heart.

Fourth, make thankful prayer a lifestyle, like 
Paul’s. Always [give] thanks to God the Father for everything 
(Ephesians 5:20 NIV). God’s good gifts come as a 
constant fl ow — life, breath, health, friends, family, 
food, protection, Christ, the Holy Spirit, salvation 
and a thousand things more. If we recognize these 
as gifts of God’s love, it will be natural for us to give 
thanks for everything and experience the joy of 
thanksgiving.

Alvin J. VanderGriend is co-founder of the Denominational Prayer 
Leader’s Network and currently serves as evangelism associate for 
Harvest Prayer Ministries in Terre Haute, Indiana. This article is an 
excerpt from his book, Joy of Prayer. Reprinted with permission.

It is a joy to give thanks to God. In Paul’s way of thinking, joy and thanksgiving come together. His prayer 

for the Colossian Christians is that they be able to joyfully give thanks to the Father. In another letter, he urges 

all believers to be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 NIV).

B Y  A LV I N  J .  V A N D E R G R I E N D

 We pray . . . that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: . . .  joyfully giving thanks to the Father 
(Colossians 1:10–12).



10   |  No v e m b e r / De c e m b e r  2 0 1 6   •   L A K E  U N I O N  H E R A L D  T h e  L a k e  Un i o n  He r a l d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e .

 At her pastor’s suggestion, she 
looked through the Chuck Kohley Bible 
study DVDs and immediately knew she 
could work with them. But how? How 
could she use this program and still 
meet her program requirements? So she 
prayed. 

 Then, like a tap on the shoulder, the 
idea came to Marge, Put a sign in the yard. 
She called a realtor friend and asked for 
a “For Sale” sign frame with a fl yer com-
partment and he found one. She proceeded to make the 
sign and fl yer, announcing that free Bible studies would 
begin in March and that attendees would receive a free 
King James Bible.  

The day arrived and, to her surprise, two ladies came. 
They looked at the 30-minute video and then discussed it 
by way of a worksheet. Marge also made up more handouts 
of Bible verses, historical fi gures, and anything else she 
thought would enhance their experience.  

 Marge couldn’t believe the response. “It was a hit!” she 
said. One of the women was so happy to have found a way 
to “open the Bible” and began reading it daily. She later 
told Marge, ‘“Since coming to these studies, my husband 
and I have discussed the Bible more than all the other 40 
years of our marriage.”  

Both Bible study attendees embraced the Sabbath and 

state of the dead, and were excited 
about the Second Coming. “There 
wasn’t anything these ladies didn’t 
agree with,” said Marge. However, they 
did not want to be baptized into the 
Adventist church and that was fi ne with 
Marge. “My job was done. I planted the 
seeds and the Holy Spirit will do the 
rest.” 

 This past summer, while pruning 
her bushes, a woman stopped while 

walking her dog and asked Marge, “Aren’t you the woman 
who had a Bible study going on last year?” Marge’s heart 
skipped a beat, and found herself replying, “Yes, I was the 
one, and I plan on doing it again.” The woman smiled 
and said she does Bible studies as well. She went on to tell 
Marge she thought it was so cool that Marge had put a sign 
in her front yard. 

The verse, I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me 
(Philippians 4:13 NKJV), means more to Marge than ever 
before. “I’ve always thought of myself as a good follower 
but never a leader. However, these past two years has prov-
en that God can make me a leader. I feel so much more 
bold and willing to do His work.” 

 Marge Vande Hei is a retired nurse and 2015 graduate of the Lay Minister 
Certifi cation program. She and her husband, Chris, have three grown 
children. To learn more about the Lay Minister program, contact the Personal 
Ministries Department of the Wisconsin Conference offi ce. 

When Marge Vande Hei was employed as a nurse, she always thought she was too busy and could never 

give Bible studies. When she retired, she had nothing but time. With the encouragement of her pastor, 

Bill Ochs, she enrolled in the Lay Minister program offered by her conference. “I was terrifi ed!” she 

remembered. “I never would be able to do what these godly people were doing!” When she learned one of the require-

ments of the course was to hold a ShareHim evangelistic program, she hit a brick wall. “ShareHim is a wonderful tool but 

not for me. I thought it was all over and I would have to drop out,” she surmised.  

SHARINGSHARINGSHARINGSHARINGourourHOPEHOPE

B Y  M A R G E  V A N D E  H E I  W I T H  L A K E  U N I O N  H E R A L D  S TA F F

Holy Boldness 

Marge, center, put out a sign inviting neighbors to 
her bible class and two neighbors attended.
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¿Se debe votar? 
P O R  C A R M E L O  M E R C A D O

CONECONEXXXXCONEXCONECONEXCONE IONESIONESXIONESXXIONESXE N  E S P A Ñ O L

Cada persona ejerce una infl uencia en la sociedad. En nuestro favorecido país, cada votante tiene voz para determinar qué leyes regirán la nación. 
¿No deben esa infl uencia y ese voto ser echados del lado de la temperancia y de la virtud? (Obreros evangélicos, p. 401)

Al comparar la realidad política de otras naciones con la de este país, el hecho de poder votar es un verdadero 

privilegio. La primera vez que yo participé en una elección presidencial fue en el año 1972. Era un momento 

en que había mucha discusión y protestas acerca de la guerra en Vietnam. A pesar de que no fue elegido el 

candidato por quien voté me sentí muy privilegiado de poder participar por primera vez en el proceso democrático. 

Las elecciones de este año se presenta como las más 
controversiales en mucho tiempo. Por lo que se ve en los 
medios sociales y en las encuestas, muchas personas se 
sienten incómodas con ambos candidatos, a tal punto 
que algunos dicen que no van a votar en esta elección. Al 
entrar a este mes en que se llevarán a cabo las elecciones, 
pienso que sería apropiado dar un breve resumen de la 
posición que toma la Iglesia Adventista en este terreno.

Antes de que se organizara la Iglesia Adventista, los 
pioneros no veían apropiado votar porque pensaban que 
vivían en el tiempo del fi n. Creían que uno debía dedicar 
todo su esfuerzo en la preparación para la pronta venida 
de Jesús.  En las elecciones del año 1860 hubo mucha 
discusión y confusión ya que había cuatro candidatos que 
se postulaban para la presidencia.  Para dar orientación 
a los miembros de iglesia, Jaime White aconsejó no 
participar en el espíritu partidista, pero que el votar o no 
era un asunto de consciencia.

Luego, en el congreso de la Asociación General del año 
1865 la Iglesia Adventista tomó la siguiente posición ofi cial 
sobre este asunto:

“VOTADO que, a juicio nuestro, el hecho de votar 
cuando se ejerce el voto a favor de la justicia, la humanidad 
y lo bueno es en sí apropiado, sin culpa, y a veces puede ser 
sumamente apropiado; pero si un voto fortalece crímenes 

como la intemperancia, la insurrección y la esclavitud, a 
la vista del cielo se lo considera como altamente criminal. 
Pero nos opondríamos a toda participación con espíritu de 
confl icto partidista” (Review & Herald, 23 de mayo de 1865).

 Noten que se acordó que sí era apropiado votar en las 
elecciones, pero se aconsejó que los miembros de iglesia 
no participaran de un espíritu partidista. Recomendaron, 
además, que al votar se tuviera en cuenta los problemas 
sociales que en ese tiempo eran preocupantes para la 
iglesia.

¿Se debe votar? La Iglesia Adventista no toma una 
posición contraria a votar. ¿Cómo se debe votar? El 
voto es una decisión individual y personal. Nadie tiene 
derecho de juzgar al que vota. Lo que sí se nos pide 
es que no entremos en un espíritu partidista sino que 
consideremos las posiciones expuestas por los candidatos 
y que mantengamos entre nosotros un espíritu de amor 
y unidad. Mi consejo es que pongamos nuestra fe en un 
Dios que “controla el curso de los sucesos del mundo; 
quita reyes y pone otros reyes. Da sabiduría a los sabios 
y conocimiento a los estudiosos” (Daniel 2:21, Nueva 
Traducción Viviente).

Carmelo Mercado es el vicepresidente de la Unión del Lago.
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Coming Home

When Barb and Max Davis retired from their Florida jobs some years ago, the last thing on their mind 

was moving back to the cold, harsh Midwest winters. Their plan was to enjoy the radiant sunshine, 

and in the summers visit their fi ve adult children in central Indiana. But, on these visits, their children 

kept suggesting that they stay. Eventually, Barb warmed to the idea and, then, Max, too. Settling in Anderson where he had 

grown up and attended nearby Indiana Academy might actually not be so bad, thought Max. 

As they began looking for a home, 
they came across one they liked. It 
turns out it had been on the market 
for two years. Within a few weeks, 
they closed on the home, returned to 
Florida to pack their belongings and 
put their Florida home up for sale. A 
week later, the Florida home sold for 
just about what they paid for their 
new house. They took this as a sign 
that they were meant to move.

At this point, religion wasn’t 
foremost on their minds; they hadn’t 
attended a church service in 30 
years. The closest that Max, 74, had 
come to anything spiritual was the historical club where 
he would regularly gather with a group that dressed in 
traditional clothes, staying in tents without water and 
electricity. 

When his father died, it was the same group of friends 
who rallied around him, sitting outdoors in a “sacred 
circle” and praying. “I felt close to God, spending time in 
nature,” he said.

Not long after they moved into their new Indiana 
home, they befriended an elderly couple next door. When 

the 80-year-old wife fell and broke 
her arm, it was Barb who offered to 
accompany her to church. 

As Barb sat in the pews, she was 
reminded of her early years, growing 
up and  attending church, and missed 
being part of a spiritual community. 
After all, God had been good to her. 
Among many things, the 67-year-old 
recounted, “We’ve been blessed with 
our home that was provided for us, 
blessed with a lot of good friends and 
wonderful children.”

She eventually joined the choir 
and began telling her husband he 

needed to attend, too. Max responded, “If we go to church, 
we’re going to the right church.” And he didn’t stop there, 
adding, “We’re going to pay tithe.”

Last fall, three weeks after Barb had begun attending 
a church with her neighbor, the couple walked into the 
Anderson Church. For Max, it was an emotional home-
coming. “I met lots of people I had known from school and 
they greeted me warmly, hugging and welcoming me.” Barb 
cried tears of joy, knowing that her husband was once again 
attending church, right by her side. 

TELLING  TELLING  TELLING  TELLING  GOD’S GOD’S STORIESSTORIES

B Y  D E B B I E  M I C H E L

Max and Barb Davis at the Anderson Church, Indiana
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The couple learned about the upcoming evangelism 
series, “Unlock Revelation” held last spring, and attended 
faithfully.

“Lots [of information] came out during that series that 
I didn’t know,” remarked Barb, a retired nurse. One of the 
things was, “I didn’t know that when people die they don’t 
go to hell.” 

At the meetings, conducted by Lee Whitman, pastor 
of Anderson, along with several elders, she felt the Holy 
Spirit speaking directly to her. Before the series ended, 
Barb told her husband, “I want to get baptized and I want 
to go to heaven.”

Max, a retired civil servant, also had his own conversion 
experience and decided to re-dedicate his life to Christ. 

On June 4, the couple was baptized together by Lee 
Whitman while their children watched from the sidelines. 
“It was wonderful,” said Barb. “I felt all my sins were gone 
and I could start my life all over again.”

As they enjoy their golden years, they’re making up for 
lost time. When we caught up with them recently, they 
were touring the historic Adventist sites in New England. 
As their pastor remarked, “They’re at peace. They’ve  
finally come home.”

Debbie Michel is associate director of communication for the Lake Union 
Conference.

As Barb sat in  
the pews, she was  
reminded of her 
early years growing 
up and  attending 
church, and missed 
being part of a  
spiritual community.

Max, who had left the Adventist faith 30 years ago, returned and was baptized with 
his wife, Barb.
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W ho are we? Are we the result of a rich prebiot-

ic soup that formed from the concentration 

of chemicals in lakes and tidal pools? Did we 

evolve from there to self-replicating nucleic acids, and then to a 

primitive cell? Was our proud ancestry carried on by natural selec-

tion from the primitive cell, through primitive life forms to the more 

advanced forms of life, leading to the primates and fi nally the hom-

inids? Are we here because the basic principle of the survival of the 

fi ttest guided our ancestry down to our generation? Are we explained 

and de- fi ned by the theory of  evolution?
If so, what does that mean for who we are? Are we here by 

chance, because a lightning strike and a concentration of chemicals 
coincided billions of years ago? If that is the case, how should we 
then live? How should we relate to others? Does the principle of the 
survival of the fi ttest provide the foundation of our moral life? And 
if not, why not, and what would be morality’s origin? If we are the 
culmination of long evolutionary development, does it mean that we 
depend solely on ourselves for our achievements, and that our mind 
provides the foundation of our knowledge? Are we therefore auton-
omous, independent of any force outside of ourselves, and thus the 
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masters of our own personal universe? What does the future 
hold for the human race? Can we defi ne salvation and heav-
en as the continuing progress of the evolutionary process?

And if we are here because of evolutionary process, 
what does that say for God? Does He exist at all? If He 
does, who is He? Is He simply a principle we call chance? 
What kind of infl uence, if any, does He have on the uni-
verse? What role, if any, would He play in history, in our 
lives? Does He know that we exist? Does He even care? Is 
He some inanimate great force in the universe, or maybe 
a mastermind? Is He also a person? If He is a person, how 
does He relate to us?

Should He exist, did He initiate the fi rst spark of 
life and then somehow guide the process of evolution (a 
hypothesis called theistic evolution)? If so, why did it take 
Him billions of years to bring evolution to the stage of hu-
man development? Is His problem one of limited power? 
Or is it that He really does not care? Why did He use the 
cruel process of the survival of the fi ttest to create human-
ity? Does that mean He is a tyrant? Or is He really a God 
of love doing the best that He can with His fi nite power? 
Perhaps He is a God of power and of love, but just not very 
smart—a little slow, but making it? And if He is a personal 
God, a God of love, why did it take Him so many millions 
and billions of years to get around to telling us about His 
love? Why did it re- quire so long for Him to express it?

Could it be that God Himself is in a process of evolu-
tion? He was fi rst of all a great power and got things going. 
Then He began to develop a mind, so that He could guide 
the process of evolution more skillfully. Next He evolved 
into a personal being, so that now, in the past several 
thousand years, He has desired to share Himself with His 
creation. If He is personal, how would we get to know Him 
so that we could enter a relationship with Him? What im-
plication does theistic evolution have for the way God acts 
in the world? If God either cannot or does not behave in 
the way that the Genesis creation account describes, then 
what does that say for other reports of His activities in the 
rest of the Bible? Did God bring about a worldwide fl ood 
and guide Noah’s ark to safety? Did He really bring the 
children of Israel out of Egypt and through the Red Sea? 
Did He really come in Jesus Christ to become one among 
us, to die for our sins, to be resurrected on our behalf, and 
to ascend into heaven? Will He liter- ally and visibly return 
to take us home with Himself? Will He create a new heav-
en and a new earth?

If we have a problem with the miracle of creation, why 
would we not also question the miracle of the resurrection, 

the Second Coming, and the creation of the new earth? 
And if we struggle with miracles, how do we account for 
the supposed evolution of the human race from the animal 
kingdom to our ability to think and make moral deci-
sions? The infusion of mind and morality at some point 
in the history of evolution would be itself a miracle. Why 
not therefore accept the miracle of Creation recorded in 
Genesis?

Evolution, Sin, and Salvation
Suppose God did bring about life on our planet by the 

process of theistic evolution, developing it through the sur-
vival of the fi ttest from simple life forms to the complex-
ity of a moral and intelligent creature called Homo sapiens. 
What would then be the meaning of sin and salvation? If 
humanity is in the process of evolutionary development, is 
sin simply a lack of progress? At what point did we become 
children of God? What role does Christ play? If we are 
only in some process of development, we would have no 
need of a substitute to die for us, since we did not fall from 
the image of God in the fi rst place. One could hardly call 
our slow progress sin. Therefore, we do not need a Savior. 
Is Christ then the peak of evolutionary development? Did 
He somehow become an example for us in order to speed 
up our development?

Evolution and the  Bible
What would the theory of theistic evolution say for 

the nature of the Bible? In what sense, if any, would the Bi-
ble then be the Word of God? If the Bible is God’s Word, 
and if His Word is the foundation of our life, including 
our understanding of the world, then on what basis would 
we reject the Creation account? Maybe the Bible is only 
the history of the evolution of human spirituality. Individ-
uals and communities shared their religious concepts and 
passed them on from generation to generation. Spirituality 
matured through the process of evolution. Finally Jesus 
Christ Himself became the height of evolutionary spiritu-
ality. He is thereby the catalyst for the development of our 
own spirituality.

As we can see, if we do not accept the biblical account 
of Creation, we are left with many questions, a few guesses, 
and no answers. We have only an uncertain identity. It puts 
the nature and even the existence of God into question. 
Our future is in limbo.

“Those who question the reliability of the Scripture 
records have let go their anchor and are left to beat about 
upon the rocks of infi delity. When they fi nd themselves 
incapable of measuring the Creator and His works by their 
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own imperfect knowledge of science, they question the 
existence of God and attribute infi nite power to nature” 
(Testimonies for the Church,  vol. 8, p. 258).

The biblical concept of the origin of life and of the 
history of humanity is completely opposite from the 
evolutionary concept. The Bible declares that God created 
life and its habitable environment in six literal consecutive 
24-hour days (Gen. 1). Exodus 20:11 and 31:17 confi rm 
creation in six days. God gives the six- day creation as the 
reason for the fourth commandment. Instead of creating us 
during a period of billions of years, He formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living being (Gen. 2:7 NKJV; cf. Mark 10:6).

While the theory of evolution envisions the forma-
tion of life during millions and billions of years, the Bible 
declares that Creation took place by the Word of God. By 
the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all the host of them 
by the breath of His mouth. . . . For He spoke, and it was done; he 
commanded, and it stood fast (Ps. 33:6-9 NKJV; cf. Ps. 148:5, 6; 
Isa. 45:12). Some try to discount the historicity of Genesis 
1-11 by saying that the chapters are not trying to relate 
what actually happened — they are poetry, not history. 
Their purpose consists of nothing more than conveying 
the message that in the beginning, God created. Thus the 
Bible does not give us the how of Creation, but merely 
the fact of Creation. However we view the question as to 
whether or not Genesis 1-11 is historical narrative or po-
etry really does not alter the outcome, for the Bible often 
uses poetry to present history. Thus the poetic argument 
does not really undermine the intended historicity of 
these chapters.

Scripture Confi rms the Historicity of Genesis
In addition, we must allow Scripture to interpret itself. 

When we look at the whole of Scripture, we fi nd that the 
Bible — including Christ Himself — took these chapters 
seriously as history. Paul confi rms that Adam [not some bit 
of slime in the water] was formed fi rst, then Eve (1 Tim. 2:13 
NKJV); cf. Luke 3:38; Rom. 5:14; 1 Cor. 15:22, 45). Christ 
referred to the creation of the fi rst couple: Have you not read 
that He who made them at the beginning made them male and female

(Matt. 19:4 NKJV). The Savior uses this fact as a ground 
for morality based upon the design of God: For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the 
two shall become one fl esh (verse 5). Morality rests upon God’s 
original plan for humanity when He created them in Eden, 
not upon a theory of survival of the fi ttest. Also, Christ 
took seriously the Genesis story of Noah and the Flood: For 
as in the days before the fl ood, they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did 
not know until the fl ood came and took them all away (Matt. 24:38, 
39; cf. 2 Peter 2:5).

The agent in Creation, according to the Bible, was not 
evolution driven by the survival of the fi ttest, but rather 
God’s Son, Jesus Christ Himself. “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the be- ginning with God. All things were 
made through Him, and with- out Him nothing was made 
that was made” (John 1:1-3 NKJV; cf. verse 10). By him were 
all things created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 
invisible. . . . And in Him all things consist (Col. 1:16, 17 NKJV; cf. 
1 Cor. 8:6; Eph. 3:9; Heb. 1:1, 2).

Our concept of Creation also affects our understand-
ing of God and of how we relate to Him. The fact that God 
is Creator provides the foundation of our respect (Isa. 17:7, 
8) and our worship of Him: For thus says the Lord, who created 
the heavens, who is God, who formed the earth and made it, who has 
established it, who did not create it in vain, who formed it to be inhabited: 
“I am the Lord, and there is no other” (Isa. 45:18 NKJV). You are 
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all 
things, and by Your will they exist and were created (Rev. 4:11 NKJV; 
cf. Neh. 9:6; Acts 14:15; 1 Cor. 8:6). Creation distinguishes 
God from other deities (1 Chron. 16:26). In addition, it 
forms the basis of our relationship with  Him, for in the 
beginning He made us for fellowship (Eph. 3:9). He who 
fi rst commanded light to beam out of darkness also shines 
into our hearts the light of the knowledge of God’s glory 
revealed through Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 4:6). By virtue of 
His creative power, He is the basis of our own strength (Ps. 
121:2; 124:8). Our acceptance of the account of Creation 
rests upon faith: By faith we understand that the worlds were framed 

Adventism will not be Adventism 
if it accepts theistic evolution. 
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by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of 
things which are visible (Heb. 11:3 NKJV).

The biblical account of humanity differs greatly from 
that offered by evolution. We are not sons and daughters 
of primates, but sons and daughters of God! Adam’s gene-
alogy does not trace back to a primitive cell. He was the 
son of God (Luke 3:38 NKJV). We are not created in the 
image of some beast, but the image and likeness of God Himself 
(Gen. 1:26-28; 5:1, 2 NKJV).

“The conclusions which learned men have reached as 
the result of their scientifi c investigations 
are carefully taught and fully explained; 
while the impression is distinctly given 
that if these learned men are correct, 
the Bible cannot be. These philosophers 
would make us believe that man, the 
crowning work of creation, came by slow 
degrees from the savage state, and that 
farther back, he was evolved from the 
race of brutes. They are so intent upon 
excluding God from the sovereignty of 
the universe, that they demean man, and defraud him of 
the dignity of his origin. Nature is exalted above the God of 
nature; she is idolized, while her Creator is buried up and 
concealed from sight by science falsely so-called” (Ellen 
White, Signs of the Times, Mar. 20, 1884).

Creation and the Second Coming
The Bible links the historical accounts of Creation and 

the Flood and the Second Coming. Scoffers will come in the 
last days, walking according to their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the 
promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue 
as they were from the beginning of creation.” For this they willfully forget: 
that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth stand-
ing out of water and in the water, by which the world that then existed 
perished, being fl ooded with water. But the heavens and the earth which 
are now pre- served by the same word, are reserved for fi re until the day 
of judgment and perdition of ungodly men (2 Peter 3:3-7 NKJV). 
Christ made that same connection: But as the days of Noah were, 
so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days be- fore the 
fl ood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the fl ood 

came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be 
(Matt. 24:37-39 NKJV). Thus Scripture uses the historical 
conditions of humanity at the time of Noah as an analogy 
to the times just before the coming of Christ. Furthermore, 
the same word that brought about Creation and the Flood 
will bring about the destruction at the Second Coming.

Theistic evolution fi nds it necessary to reinterpret the 
biblical concept of the Second Coming and the new earth. 
If God did not break into history in Creation, then surely 
He will not do so in a literal, visible Second Coming. Nor, 

if He does not create by the word of His 
mouth, will He re-create in the resurrec-
tion. And if He did not originally create 
the Garden of Eden, will He re-create 
the new earth? For the theistic evolu-
tionist, eschatology is not a decisive en-
trance of God into history at the Second 
Coming. It is the continuing evolution 
of a better life, a process that humanity 
accelerates by bringing about a moral 
and just society through such activities 

as revolt, rebellion, redistribution of wealth, education, etc. 
Thank God, though, we can have hope in the future Sec-
ond Coming because God is our Creator and Redeemer!

Adventism will not be Adventism if it accepts theistic 
evolution. The active God who created by the word of His 
mouth, who communicated through the prophets, who 
lived among us, died in our place, was resurrected, and 
ascended to minister for us, who will return the second 
time to take us home with Himself, who will bring about 
the resurrection of the dead and the re-creation of the 
new earth, and who will fi nally destroy sin — we cannot 
worship such a God if He does not exist. Adventists do not 
worship a god who dragged his creatures through the slime 
of evolution, but the God of Creation, a personal God 
who desires to fellowship with us and to dwell among us. 
We worship Him because He created us. It is that act that 
distinguishes Him from would-be gods.

From the book, The Certainty of the Second Coming, by E. Edward Zinke and 
Roland R. Hegstad, adapted, used by permission.

Our concept of Creation also 
affects our understanding of God 
and of how we relate to Him.
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Display of His
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God saw all that he 
had made, and behold, 
it was very good. 
—Genesis 1:31 (NASB)



Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory and 
honor and power: for tho 
has created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they 
are and were created.  
—Revelation 4:11 (NIV)
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Then God said, "Let the 
oceans swarm with living 
creatures, and let fl ying 
creatures soar above the 
earth throughout the sky!" 
—Genesis 1:20 (ISV)
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Adventist Medical 
Center La Grange 
donates needed 
equipment to 
Brook� eld Zoo 

The animals at Brookfi eld Zoo may 
receive even better healthcare now that 
their caretakers have access to a high 
quality, wide bore CT scanner, thanks to 
a recent donation from Adventist Medi-
cal Center La Grange. 

While Brookfi eld Zoo is one of only 
two zoos in the country to own a CT 
scanner, their existing one-slice machine 
was very old, seriously outdated and 
could not accommodate the facility’s 
larger animals. When Dr. Bonny Chen, 
vice president/chief medical offi cer, 
Adventist Medical Centers Hinsdale 
and La Grange, learned that the zoo was 
hoping for the donation of a replace-
ment machine, she reached out to Mi-
chael Adkesson, vice president, clinical 
medicine, Chicago Zoological Society, 
to learn more about Brookfi eld’s needs. 

Adkesson mentioned that the zoo’s 
old scanner had actually stopped work-
ing and spoke to Chen about the new 
scanner model they were hoping to 
acquire. While Chen could not provide 
the exact model that the zoo had in 
mind, she found that Adventist Medi-
cal Center Hinsdale had replaced one 
of their large-bore CT scanners with 
an updated model for its new AMITA 
Health Cancer Institute & Outpatient 
Center.  

Originally planning to sell the 
previous scanner for parts, Chen and 
Michael Goebel, chief executive offi cer, 
Adventist Medical Center Hinsdale and 
La Grange, were able to work together 
to donate the CT scanner to Brookfi eld 
Zoo instead.  

“We’re absolutely thrilled with the 
scanner,” said Adkesson. “The large- 
bore diameter is really a huge asset. The 
90-centimeter gantry makes a signifi -
cant difference for some of our bigger 
patients, and the 600-pound table limit 
is a big help to us, as well.” 

Adventist Medical Center Hinsdale 
also had a C-arm available that they 
could provide to the facility. When 
Chen mentioned this to Adkesson, 
she was surprised to discover that the 
C-arm they were offering to the zoo was 
the exact make and model that had been 
on the facility’s wish list for years.  

“The pieces just seemed to fall in 
place,” said Chen. “One conversation led 
to another and the result has been pretty 
amazing. These donations not only help 
the animals, the zoo is so much more — 
it creates a positive community environ-
ment from which everyone benefi ts.” 

“It’s been absolutely wonderful to 
partner with Adventist Medical Center 
and be able to make this happen,” said 
Adkesson. “The CT scanner and C-arm 
represent a tremendous step forward 
for the animal care that we are able to 
provide here and the diagnosis and pre-
vention of illness.” 

“We defi nitely intend to continue our 
collaboration with Brookfi eld Zoo going 
forward,” said Chen. “We see this as a 
relationship that is not only benefi cial to 
our respective organizations, but to the 
thousands of community members who 
enjoy the zoo’s facilities every day.” 

Julie Busch, assistant vice president for 
communications, AMITA Health 

 

Brookfi eld Zoo animals are now receiving better healthcare, thanks to the donation of this CT scanner from 
Adventist Medical Center La Grange. 

The donated CT scanner provides high-quality images 
which assist in the overall diagnosis and care of the 
Brookfi eld Zoo animals. 
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New app launched 
aimed at getting 
closer to God

This year, the chaplains at Andrews 
University decided to take their theme of 
Proximity a step further.

“The Campus Ministries team had 
a burden to help students build deep 
relationships with God,” says June Price, 
university lead chaplain, “relationships 
which extend beyond consumerism of 
services and programs. We asked God for 
guidance and, one night as I was lying in 
bed, praying, the idea for an app fl ooded 
my mind.”

So the Proximity app was born. Craft-
ed specifi cally for use at Andrews Univer-
sity but usable anywhere, the app aims to 
aid people in creating the daily habit of 
connecting with God and growing in him. 

App features include:

• THE WEEKDAY WORD: A two 
to four-minute video devotional 
from various Adventist pastors, 
chaplains and professors around the 
world

• BIBLE STUDY METHOD: 
Monthly Bible study techniques with 
suggested weekly texts

• FIND A BIBLE STUDY: Invi-
tation to contact local churches to 
fi nd a Bible study, offering options 
for those on the Andrews campus

• CONNECTION TOOLS: Week-
ly description of a tool to build a 
relationship with God 

• THE PROXIMITY CIRCLE: 
Invite friends to join you in the 
Proximity journey with encourage-
ment, prayer and accountability

• FIND A SMALL GROUP: 
Invitation to contact local church-
es to fi nd a small group, offering 
options for those on the Andrews 
campus

• SURRENDER TOOLS: Weekly 
description of a tool to aid in sur-
rendering, submitting and depend-
ing on God

• GOD’S PROMISES: A list of 
Bible texts which reveal God’s 
commitment and power to trans-
form our lives 

• NOTES: Write out thoughts in the 
app, in the moment

“The most impactful benefi t this 
app can have for Andrews University 
and the community, or anyone who 
uses it, is the fruit of the time we spend 
with God,” says Price. “When we spend 
time with God, he produces a harvest 
that is beyond the ability of any and all 
human effort.”

It was out of a time of surrender, the 
word “proximity” was birthed as a vision 
of operation for Campus Ministries. 
This vision is based on Jesus’ prayer 
in John 17. Proximity: Get Clear, Get 
Close, Get Clean.

Get Clear: Know God for who He 
really is.

Get Close: Closer to Christ, and 
closer to each other.

Get Clean: Be sanctifi ed through 
truth.

So, together, the team asked the Lord 
to fi ll them with a vision of how Andrews 
can be useful for what his purpose is right 
now. “I fi rmly believe that God placed our 
chaplains’ team together, in this particular 
mix of three people with a particular mis-
sion in mind, and we need to know what 
it is,” says Price. 

After a few weeks of private prayer, 
the team spent a day in collective prayer, 
asking God to reveal his plan. At the end 
of the day, they all felt a singular thread 
confi rmed in their hearts: “I need to be 
close to my people again.”

Download the app for free by search-
ing “proximity circle” on Google Play or 
The App Store. Get Clear, Get Close, 
Get Clean. 

Becky St. Clair, media communications 
manager, Andrews University
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[ C O N F E R E N C E  N E W S ]

Michigan conference 
reports successful 
evangelistic series

Michigan—More than 200 
simultaneous evangelistic meetings, 
focused on unlocking the book of 
Revelation, were held across the Lake 
Union last spring. As a result, the 
Michigan Conference has reported 
many blessings experienced within 
their churches. 

“The success of ‘Unlock 
Revelation’ was a direct answer to 
prayer,” said Jim Howard, personal 
ministries director and evangelism 
coordinator for the Michigan 
Conference, who noted that pastors 
and administrators gathered three 
times for fasting and prayer leading up 
to the event. 

According to Howard, over 3,300 
community guests came out to the 
opening night at Michigan Conference 
sites; over 5,400 plus attended at some 
point in the series. Places such as Port 
Huron and Kalamazoo each saw 100 
community guests on opening night, 
with many continuing to the end. At 
the fi nal session of the series, more 
than 1,400 community guests were 
in attendance, a rate of 43 percent of 
opening night. 

Today, hundreds of people 
who attended “Unlock Revelation” 
throughout the Lake Union have 
either been baptized or continue to 
attend church services or ongoing Bible 
studies.

“Unlock Revelation” wasn’t 
just a service for the community; it 
has invigorated church members, 
too, observed Howard. “Across the 
conference, reports have come in of 
new life springing up in churches that 
participated in the series. As one pastor 
put it, ‘Hope has been rekindled!’” 
said Howard. The Village Church 

in Berrien Springs, for instance, 
had around 250 members attend 
on opening night with the majority 
continuing to attend throughout the 
series.

Howard described members who 
sacrifi ced much to assist at a meeting 
site, such as one lay leader who drove 
80 miles from his job in Detroit to run 
the sound system each night. His wife 
organized the children’s program while 

balancing her responsibilities as church 
school principal and teacher. Another 
member in Southwest Michigan 
reduced her tutoring schedule, even 
though it meant losing income. 
Still others dedicated money from 
equipment sales or income tax refunds.

In the months leading up the 
meetings, advertising was widespread. 
Billboards were plastered along 
roadways, signs posted on lawns, fl yers 
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Wes Peppers preached at the Lansing Church, April 2016

Kameron DeVasher at the Kalamazoo Church
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Eric Chavez, new Wisconsin youth director, and his wife Shanna

appeared in mailboxes and cars sported 
magnetic signage. The advertisements 
gave no specifi c location details but, 
instead, pointed to a single access point 
— http://www.UnlockRevelation.com. 
This website was used to provide the 
necessary information about each site: 
location, speakers, dates, times, etc. “By 
sharing a common website and phone 
number, every advertisement benefi ted 
every church!” said Howard. 

As the Michigan Conference 
team refl ects and looks forward to 
the next phase of their evangelistic 
plans, they are grateful to God for 
the blessings he has bestowed. They 
are now building on the effort with 
another conference-wide series 
planned for the fall of 2017. This time, 

they also are launching an innovative 
new website to increase pre-work 
and Bible studies at http://www.
BibleStudyOffer.com.

Howard said he believes the 
success of “Unlock Revelation” 
demonstrates that the public 
proclamation of the Three Angels’ 
messages, which always has held a 
signifi cant role in fulfi lling the mission 
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
is still important today. “When 
preceded and followed by personal 
work, public evangelism is still highly 
effective.”

Jim Howard is personal ministries director 
and evangelism coordinator of the Michigan 

Conference with Lake Union Herald Staff.

New youth director in 
Wisconsin

Wisconsin—Eric Chavez is the 
new youth director for the Wisconsin 
Conference, replacing Greg Taylor. 
Chavez is from the Upper Columbia 
Conference where he had been 
pastoring the Grand Coulee District 
for the past 2-1/2 years.

“My wife, Shanna, and I have 
been married for 10 years,” said Eric. 
“We have followed the Lord ever since 
we met at age 17. We were not raised 
Seventh-day Adventist, but when we 
found the truths of the Lord, we fell 
immediately in love with every word 
that proceeded from the mouth of our 
amazing God.”

Eric attended the Amazing Facts 
School of Evangelism, and later 
graduated from Southern Adventist 
University with a BA in Theology 
and a minor in Biblical Languages. 
Eric’s passion for youth ministry is 
deeply rooted. “I have an older sister 
and two younger brothers whom I 
love with all my heart,” said Eric. “We 

were raised very poor and, with both 
of my parents working full time, I 
became the Big Brother at age 9, 
staying at home alone with them. 
As I look back, I am heartbroken 
at the realization I did not use my 
infl uence as a young person in a 
better way. My desire and passion 
is to show all young people that 

they are made for more than what the 
world tells them.

“Shanna and I promise to always 
work our hardest to empower all 
young people to make a difference, 
not just in this conference, but in an 
ever-changing world.”

Juanita Edge is communication director for 
the Wisconsin Conference.

Volunteers helped out at the Lansing Church.
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“Blessed Hope” 
unveiled at Andrews 
Academy

Michigan—Andrews Academy, like 
each Seventh-day Adventist academy 
in North America, recently unveiled its 
“Blessed Hope” painting by the artist 
Nathan Greene. Like other academies 
who have unveiled this painting for 
permanent display, we had a special 
service of dedication. What made 
Andrews Academy’s unveiling rather 
unique is that Nathan Greene, a local 
resident of our community, was there 
to unveil it.

The original “BlessedHope” paint-
ing of Jesus’ Second Coming was 
commissioned for the world head-
quarters of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in Silver Spring, Md. The 
painting is the centerpiece of the 
“Eden to Eden” exhibit. The exhibit 
contains 78 paintings portraying Jesus’ 
guiding hand in the activities of his 
people down through the ages. The 
original painting’s unveiling was at the 
2010 General Conference Session in 
Atlanta.  

Nathan Greene hopes that his 
painting of the Second Coming will 
point people to Jesus. During the 
unveiling he shared, “The Second 
Coming of Christ is central to the 
biblical message and the Adventist 
faith. The painting helps depict who 
we are as Seventh-day Adventists.”

The painting will give a visual 
reminder to each student and guest 
of Andrews Academy of the hope we 
have in the Second Coming of Jesus 
and the reality of the resurrection. This 
visual reminder by the “Blessed Hope” 
is why an anonymous, generous donor 
provided the funds to have it hung in 
every World Division Offi ce and 
North American Academy. Andrews 
Academy is so thankful to have this 

painting hanging in a prominent place 
of the Academy.

We understand that our unveiling 
was the only academy to have the 
artist, Nathan Greene, at a “Blessed 
Hope” unveiling. Greene shared 
various stories of individuals who 
were models in the painting. A 
number of the models are Andrews 
Academy’s students and faculty. 
Some models were in attendance at 
the unveiling and were recognized by 
Greene.

One interesting story Greene 
shared was of an entire family who 
were models; however, the youngest 
child wasn’t part of the fi nal version 
of the painting. In explaining this to 
their very young son, he understood 
but wanted to make sure his mom 
was still in the painting. Upon further 
questioning by Greene as to why this 
was so important to him, Greene 
learned that the child thought that if 
his mom wasn’t in the painting she 
wouldn’t be going to Heaven. He is 
now a student at Andrews Academy.

The purpose of this painting — 
to remind us of the hope we have in the 
Second Coming of Jesus and the reality 
of the resurrection — is already being 
fulfi lled. One academy student in the 
painting is with his mom and brother, 
each having their hands lifted in 
anticipation of meeting Jesus in the air. 
This student’s mom, and good friend 
of mine, passed away two years ago. 

[ E D U C AT I O N  N E W S ]

Nathan was able to bring a copy of the 
painting to her memorial service, and it 
did, indeed, provide a visual reminder of 
the “Blessed Hope” and helped comfort 
many families and friends and friends 
during that diffi cult time.   

The timely unveiling of the 
“Blessed Hope” at Andrews Academy 
provided hope for me personally. I had 
returned from visiting my ailing father 
in Canada on Wednesday. The painting 
was unveiled Thursday of graduation 
weekend. Graduation weekend is a very 
busy time in which I needed to go to 
my offi ce numerous times throughout 
the weekend. Somehow I misplaced my 
ID card that normally provided access 
to the usual route to my offi ce. I realize 
now that God helped me misplace my 
ID card, because it forced me to take 
an alternate route to my offi ce, causing 
me to pass by the lighted painting 
dozens of times that weekend. Each 
time I passed, I was visually reassured 
that everything would be okay — that 
my dad, like others in the painting, 
would soon see Jesus in the clouds. 
During graduation commencement 
service Sunday morning of the same 
weekend, I received word of my 
dad’s passing. God reassured me 
and comforted me numerous times 
of the “blessed hope” by use of this 
recently unveiled painting in Andrews 
Academy. God is good!

Stephen Atkins, Biology & Earth Science 
teacher, Andrews Academy

Nathan Green, with some of the models used for his “Blessed Hope” painting, at Andrews Academy.
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HAA held seminar 
focused on teens and 
social media

Illinois—On Thursday, Sept. 1, 
Hinsdale Adventist Academy offered 
a “Teens & Social Media” presentation 
to families in the community. 
The speaker was Offi cer Michael 
Coughlin from the Hinsdale Police 
Department; he often works with 
other Hinsdale schools to educate 
parents on the tough topic of teens 
and social media. He also partners 
with DuPage County and the State of 
Illinois to champion awareness of the 
perils of social media. 

Offi cer Coughlin provided an 
hour-and-a-half-long session on social 
media networks parents should be 
aware of, such as:

Instagram, which has a built in 
geo-location feature which Coughlin 

recommended should be turned off to 
mitigate online predator risk.  

Snapchat, a “sexting app” that 
allows kids to send photos and videos. 
“Many students have gotten in trouble 
for sexting using this app,” he warned.

Kik Messenger, a quick instant 
messaging app that allows for video 
submissions, too. Coughlin said that 
Kik Messenger is rated 17+ and not 
recommended for teenagers. “Many 
kids are exposed to highly sexual, 
inappropriate content through this 
app,” he said.

Yik Yak, a message board app that 
allows users to “anonymously” talk 
to people within a 1.5 mile radius. 
But, Couglin said, “many cases of 
cyberbullying were found through this 
particular app due to its anonymity 
features.”

WhatsApp, a messaging app that 
provides unlimited video and audio 

messaging capabilities; recommended 
for 16+ year olds.

Tango is an app that offers free 
video and phone calling services 
and group chat functions. Coughlin 
cautions that this app is, “dangerous 
because it allows users to fi nd and chat 
with any stranger who is currently 
using the app when you are.”

Omegle, an app which allows you 
to talk to strangers online anytime, but 
has been a haven for sexual predators 
and very dangerous app for kids to use, 
if not careful, he said.

Ovo, another app that has 
the ability to video chat with total 
strangers online, send video messages 
and record videos to YouTube.

Periscope, a streaming app for 
smartphones. However, Couglin 
cautioned, “teenagers can really 
damage their reputation and subject 
themselves to cyberbullying if not 
careful by sharing inappropriate 
images, videos of themselves.”

Offi cer Couglin spoke of his 
own struggles raising a teen and gave 
parents common sense strategies 
on how to help their youth manage 
the various social media sites. 
Tips included: knowing their kids' 
passwords at all times; following 
kids online; having “real talk” with 
teens to better understand their 
situations; self-educating on apps and 
technologies the children are using 
or even asking them to show how to 
use it; blocking or limiting texting 
and Internet times on smartphones 
through cell provider; creating “dead 
hours” using cell plans to prevent 
student from having smartphone 
access during school and night-time 
study hours; and establishing “house 
rules” for technology usage and 
enforce.

Jerry Newsom is sponsor of the “Difference 
Makers” chapter of Hinsdale Adventist 
Academy National Honor Society Club.

The Hinsdale Adventist Academy Home & School Association along with its National Honor Society chapter 
hosted a “Teens and Social Media” talk with Michael Coughlin, offi cer from the Hinsdale Police Department.
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Then-undersecretary Homer Trecartin reading the Church Manual at the 2010 GC Session in Atlanta. 

AU music ministry 
hits a high note 

Michigan—A music ministry com-
prised of current and former Andrews 
University students is reaching out 
to touch people with more than just 
music.

For 13 years, the choir Journey has 
performed on campus, as well as places 
including a homeless shelter in Benton 
Harbor, a maximum security prison in 
the Bahamas, a naval base in Illinois 
and at last year’s General Conference 
session in San Antonio.

Last year, after interviewing dorm 
deans, Campus Ministries and others 
on campus, it was evident that many 
students were feeling disconnected. 
“They felt alone and that no one cares 
for them or what happens to them,” 
said Journey manager Wanda Cantrell. 
After discussion with founding and 
current director Marguerite Samuel, 
Operation Student Care was creat-
ed.  This is a program where Journey 
leaders receive information on a 
student with a special need.  “Some of 
the issues that have been addressed are 

death of loved ones, depression, illness 
and lack of winter outerwear,” said 
Cantrell who has been with the group 
since its 2003 inception.  “No names 
are given, only the circumstances.”  

After taking a survey of what 
students would like to see in a package 
and with the direction of the Holy 
Spirit, members of the group prepare 
packages specially created for each 
student with items that address the 
stated need. For example, winter coats 
were purchased for two students who 
couldn’t afford to buy them. Medicine 
was purchased for another student who 
had been sick for three weeks. Other 
items in the packages may include a 
down throw, chocolate, soup, tea, devo-
tional book, mug or journal.

To date, more than 150 care 
packages have been delivered, and the 
experience has blessed everyone in-
volved. “Overall, it was more reward-
ing than I would have fi rst imagined, 
getting to meet someone new through 
ministry,” said Kellie Shelton. Where-
as one of the package recipients 
gratefully responded, “How did you 
know? Everything in the package was 

my favorite thing!” Even the colors 
were right!

As Journey explores ways to 
further reach even more students, 
they’re grateful for God’s provisions 
along the way. Most of the funding 
for purchasing care package items has 
been provided by one of the campus 
churches, One Place; however, they’re 
currently looking for additional do-
nations. “We’re soliciting the help of 
the community,” says Cantrell. One 
of their dream projects is to deliver a 
bag of cookies each month to one wing 
of a dorm, eventually giving to every 
student on campus. 

For more information on the group, 
visit http://www.Journeymi.com.

Wanda Cantrell is manager and sponsor for 
the group Journey.
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Journey performing at the Village Church in Berrien Springs in October.
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Oshkosh-feel to Lake 
Union Path� nder 
Camporee

Nearly 2,000 Pathfi nders traveled 
from across the region and beyond to 
attend the Lake Union Camporee held 
at the Berrien County Youth Fair-
grounds in Berrien Springs, Mich.

Speakers for the weekend includ-
ed Jonatán Tejel Subirada, General 
Conference Pathfi nder director; Tracy 
Wood, North American Division 
youth director; Rich Aguilera, Guide 
magazine’s Mud Guy; and Don Livesay, 
president of the Lake Union 
Conference.

During the Sabbath morning ser-
vice, three Pathfi nders were baptized 
and fi ve individuals, two of whom are 
pastors, were invested as master guides. 
The offering collected, over $1,400, is 
earmarked for assisting Pathfi nders in 
Cuba.

The theme for the camporee was 
“All In” and organizers went all out in 
creating a mini-Oshkosh feel for the 
three-day event that ran from Thurs-
day, Sept. 15, to Sunday, Sept. 18.  Some 
notable differences between this year’s 
event and past years were that there 
were more activities and more hon-
ors taught. Organizers hoped to take 
advantage of the expertise available 
at nearby Andrews University and 
offered some 20 honors in areas such 
as chemistry, engineering and drawing. 
Andrews University also was repre-
sented on the main stage each evening 
with Ryan Hayes, associate professor of 
chemistry, conducting science demon-
strations tied to spiritual applications.

The Friday weather was perfect for 
outdoor activities in motor boating, 

canoeing, Frisbee golf, 3-on-3 basket-
ball and mountain biking. Craig Harris, 
Lake Union Pathfi nder director, said, 
the many activities in the community 
“offered a variety unlike we have ever 
had before,” making this camporee 
“one of the best that I can remember.”

Pioneer Village was overseen by a 
Carolina Conference club and show-
cased jobs done in olden days. Fires 
burned and hammers pounded at the 
popular blacksmithing spot where 
pieces of iron were fashioned into 
objects such as a cross or elaborate door 
handle. Alandre Rogers from the South 
Bend Seekers Club was “having fun” in 
the blacksmithing shop as he skillfully 
smoothed the iron to make a butter 
spreader. He said he was happy he could 
earn a patch no one else in his club had.

Ron Whitehead, youth director 
for the Lake Union Conference for 
the past 20 years, said he was thrilled 
to see the outpouring of support from 
union and local conference youth 
leaders, representing a combined 135 
years in youth ministry expertise. “This 
wealth of experience offers the Lake 
Union Camporee the highest quality 
spiritual programming and dollar value 
possible,” he said. “This year’s union 
camporee was the best ever!”

The Lake Union will once again 
host the 2019 Chosen International 
Camporee August 2019 in Oshkosh, 
Wis. For more information, visit: 
http://www.cye.org or call 269-471-
8380.

Debbie Michel is the managing editor of the 
Lake Union Herald.
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Pathfi nders earned chemistry, engineering and drawing 
honors at Andrews University.

Andrews University chemistry professor Ryan Hayes conducted science experiments from the main stage each 
evening.

General Conference Pathfi nder Director Jonatán Tejel 
Subirada offered riveting messages and calls for 
everyone to be “All In.”
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NEWS

With an eye toward 
mission, Lake Union 
focuses on race 
relations 

As part of the ongoing conversation 
on mission and culture, the Lake Union 
Conference hosted “Journey to Healing 
and Understanding,” a formal discussion 
about race relations within the Adventist 
church. The event, a follow-up to Lake 
Union Conference president Don Live-
say’s apology for the failings of the church 
delivered at last year’s Lake Region Con-
ference’s campmeeting, was held at the 
Village Church on Saturday, Oct. 1.

The opening panel, moderated by 
Livesay, included: executive secretary of 
the Lake Union Conference, Maurice 
Valentine III; Lake Region Confer-
ence president, R. Clifford Jones; and 
Andrews University president, Andrea 
Luxton. An additional Q&A program 
also introduced Taurus Montgomery, 
pastor of the Harbor of Hope church; 
Hyveth Williams and Nicholas Miller, 
Andrews University professors; William 
Lee, pastor of the Capitol City Church 
in Indianapolis; and Carmelo Merca-
do, general vice president of the Lake 
Union Conference. 

During the fi rst half of the pro-
gram, Luxton apologized for the racism 
displayed at Andrews University in 
past years. “As the organization of An-
drews University, we have been guilty 
of racial bias, of making African-Amer-
icans and minorities feel less than. We 
have not always listened well, have not 
always been sensitive, and have not 
always taken action when action should 
have been taken. And for that, I’m very 
sorry.” She continued, “It’s not good 
enough to see ourselves mirroring the 
challenges and confl icts of society at 
our point in history. As Christians — 
as Seventh-day Adventists, we must 
always have greater expectations of 
ourselves. We never have an excuse to 
devalue or make assumptions of some-
one because of their race. We have no 
excuse not to be open to understand-
ing of our own sinfulness and bias.” 

In the second half of the program, 
Nicholas Miller detailed Andrews’ 
history in segregation and times where 
the residual effects of Jim Crow laws 
affected the campus, such as when 
black students were forced to wait out-
side the cafeteria until enough people 
had arrived to fi ll a segregated table.  

One moment that elicited 
applause from the mainly black 
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congregation was when Montgomery 
said, “Black people did not create the 
race problem. I, speaking for black 
people in general, have some things 
that I need to repent of, but the con-
versation has to start with white male 
leadership . . . If the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church is wanting to get to 
the place where they are experiencing 
true reconciliation, it starts with the 
people at the top.” 

In regards to continuing the 
discussion, Carmelo Mercado stated 
that four similar convocations were in 
development for Milwaukee, Chicago, 
Detroit and Indianapolis. “The ma-
jority of our baptisms are multi-eth-
nic,” he said. “How do we learn about 
each other? We go and talk to, listen 
to and embrace each other.” 

Overall, the response from the 
fi lled-to-the-gills sanctuary was 
generally positive, punctuated with 
rounds of applause and standing ova-
tions. The biggest audience concern 
seemed to be what was going to hap-
pen next. “Can we implement what 
we just talked about?” asked Clifford 
Allen, an attendee from the Niles 
Philadelphia  Church, “And, what is 
the plan to move forward?”  

Konner Dent is an undergraduate student 
at Andrews University.

William Lee, pastor of Capitol City Church in Indianapolis and Carmelo Mercado, vice president of the Lake Union
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Andrea Luxton, president of Andrews University and R. 
Clifford Jones, president of the Lake Region Conference 
were two of the panelists.
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NEWS

Desmond T. Doss in Okinawa, Japan

“Hacksaw Ridge,” 
new � lm on Desmond 
Doss, offers 
Adventists unique, 
unprecedented 
opportunity

Generations of Seventh-day Adventists in 
North America have grown up with stories of the 
exploits of Private First Class Desmond Doss. 
His heroic actions on the island of Okinawa in 
the bloodiest battle of World War II were shared 
with Adventist youth at summer camps and in 
Pathfi nder meetings for decades. Doss himself 
would teach groups of boys and girls the bowline 
knot that he used to lower 75 injured soldiers to 
safety, an act that earned him the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, the highest military award in 
the United States.

In November, this incredible story, told 
in “Hacksaw Ridge,” will appear on more than 
3,000 movie screens around North America, and 
eventually in every major media market of the 
world. What was once an “Adventist” story will 
be known to people of many cultures and faith 

traditions. Below is a special commentary.
More than 70 years ago, an 

unlikely hero saved the lives of dozens 

of American soldiers during one of 
the bloodiest battles of World War II. 
Now his story is about to explode onto 
movie screens all over the world (U.S. 
release scheduled for Nov. 4); and the 
international press are already hailing 
“Hacksaw Ridge” as a potential Oscar 
winner.

The fi lm tells the story of 
Corporal Desmond Doss, a Seventh-
day Adventist combat medic who 
single-handedly rescued 75 soldiers 
during the battle of Okinawa, in the 
midst of a hail of enemy gunfi re. As a 
result of his bravery, Desmond Doss 
was awarded the Congressional Medal 
of Honor, the United States’ highest 
military honor.

While Doss’ story has been told 
many times, “Hacksaw Ridge” is 
the fi rst feature fi lm to recount his 
remarkable heroism. The movie is 
directed by Hollywood heavyweight 
Mel Gibson who, having fallen afoul 
of Hollywood and the media on 
numerous occasions, may fi nally 
have found redemption, according 
to critics. David Rooney of the 
Hollywood Reporter has called the fi lm a 
“forceful comeback.” “Hacksaw Ridge” 
received a 10-minute standing ovation 
following its premiere at the Venice 
Film Festival.

It looks like “Hacksaw Ridge” is 
going to be huge. And that matters for 
Christians.

It’s likely that millions of people 
are going to watch the powerfully-told 
story of a Seventh-day Adventist war 
hero. And they’ll learn about — and 
talk about — not only his deeply-held 
beliefs and faith, but also about the 
remarkable God who enabled Doss to 
carry himself with such outstanding 
grace, commitment and bravery.

“Hacksaw Ridge” neither 
downplays Desmond Doss’ Christian 
faith nor minimizes his beliefs. Instead, 
the movie respectfully and accurately 
portrays Doss’ steadfast faith in God. 

Corporal Doss, a Private First Class 
at the time of the Battle of Okinawa, 
is presented as a balanced, Sabbath-
keeping, vegetarian, Bible-believing 
Christian who was moved by faith in 
God to adhere to his beliefs in the face 
of overwhelming opposition. Gibson’s 
“Hacksaw Ridge” is an inspirational 
story of a Christian’s unwavering faith 
in God.

In one of the later scenes of the 
movie, Doss — played by Hollywood 
leading actor Andrew Garfi eld — is 
doing all he can to save American 
servicemen. After lowering a soldier to 
safety, Doss prays, “Lord, give me one 
more!” Each time he lowers another 
soldier to safety, the prayer is repeated: 
“Lord, give me one more!”

Doss’ prayer is the prayer that 
should be prayed by Christians 
everywhere. “Lord, give me one more. 
Help me get one more!” While time is 
running out for Planet Earth, precious 
opportunities are being presented to 
reach this world for Christ. Disciples 
of Christ recognize that witnessing 
opportunities present themselves 
in countless ways. Even through 
Hollywood blockbusters.

“Hacksaw Ridge” was not made 
by Seventh-day Adventists. Nor was 
it made for Adventists. But it presents 
Adventists with an unprecedented 
opportunity to speak up for Christ. 
Doss’ story thrusts the church into 
a global conversation. Hollywood is 
presenting Christians everywhere 
with a multimillion dollar opportunity 
to come along behind this headline-
grabbing movie and speak in favor 
of the God — and the faith — of 
Desmond Doss. 

John Bradshaw is speaker/director for 
It Is Written, a broadcast ministry of the 

Seventh-day Adventist Church in North 
America.
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AnnouncementsnnouncementsAnnouncementsA
Churches, schools, conferences, institutions and organizations may submit 
announcements to the Lake Union Herald through their local conference communica-
tion directors.  An easy way to do this is to visit the Lake Union Herald website at http://
www.herald.lakeunion.org and submit the announcement online. Readers may verify 
dates and times of programs with the respective sources, as these events are subject 
to change. Submission eligibility guidelines are listed at http://www.herald.lakeunion.org.

dags. There is a cost for the weekend. 

For more information and to register, 

call 386-454-1351 or email rescen

tral@fl oridacamps.org.

The Grants Pass SDA School, 2250 NW 

Heidi Ln., Grants Pass, Ore., will cel-

ebrate 100 years of service April 

28–30, 2017. Plan now to attend this 

exciting centennial celebration. Fea-

tured speaker George Knight will lead 

vespers Friday and share a message 

Sabbath morning. Planned weekend 

activities include lunch at the school, 

tours and a musical program featur-

ing school alumni. Also anticipated is 

a 5K run and golf tournament. Want 

to be on the mailing list? Contact the 

school offi ce. For more information 

about the event, call the school offi ce 

at 541-479-2293 or email offi ce@

gpsdaschool.org.

Wisconsin

Mark Your Calendars for Journey to Beth-

lehem Christmas Pageant! Join us Dec. 

9 or 10 for a live, dramatic retelling 

of the birth of Jesus. On a short walk, 

you’ll experience the bustling Jeru-

salem marketplace, the song of an-

gels on the Bethlehem hillsides, the 

crowded inn, the observatory of the 

Magi, and the simplicity of the stable 

where the newborn Savior sleeps. 

Journey to Bethlehem takes place on 

the campus of Wisconsin Academy, 

N2355 DuBorg Rd., Columbus. For 

more information, contact us at 920-

623-3300.

Alumni Homecoming 2017 at Wisconsin 

Academy: Whether it’s been many 

years since you marched down the 

aisle to “Pomp and Circumstance” or 

only a few, we welcome you to spend 

the weekend of April 21–23 at Wis-

consin Academy celebrating what 

God has done and is continuing to do 

in our lives. We will be honoring the 

classes of 1947, ’57, ’67, ’77, ’87, 

’92, ’97 and 2007. Watch for updates 

on Facebook at http://www.wisacad.

org/alumni/alumni-weekend or call 

us at 920-623-3300. See you there!

Special Days

Nov. 5 Stewardship Sabbath

Nov. 5–26 Native Heritage Month

Nov. 6–12 Week of Prayer

Nov. 12 Human Relations Sabbath

Nov. 15 National Philanthropy Day

Nov. 19 Welcome Home Sabbath

Dec. 3 Bible Sabbath

Thirteenth Sabbath

Dec. 31 Inter-European Division

Michigan

Habitat for Humanity Reset 5K Fund-

raising Run. Come join us on Sun., 

Nov. 6, at Grand Rapids Adventist 

Academy for a 5K fundraising run. 

Registration begins at 12:00 p.m. 

The race begins with a 1-mile fun 

run at 2:00 p.m. The fee for the 5K 

comes with post-race refreshments 

and a tee shirt. For more information, 

call the school at 616-791-9797, or 

Burney Culpepper, principal, at 601-

688-0043. We look forward to seeing 

you at GRAA!

North American Division

Tidings from the East — A Supporting Min-

istries Convention, hosted by Outpost 

Centers International with Mark and 

Teenie Finley Nov. 18–20: Join the 

Finleys and experienced lay mem-

bers of supporting ministries at Living 

Hope Seventh-day Adventist Commu-

nity Church in Haymarket, Va., for a 

memorable weekend of inspiring 

messages and workshops that will 

refresh your soul and renew God’s 

vision and calling for you in personal 

ministry, as well as getting back to 

basics with herbal remedies, country 

living, personal fi tness and more! To 

register or for more information, visit 

http://www.outpostcenters.org/east

na2016.

Middag Legacy: All are invited to join us 

at Camp Kulaqua Jan. 13–15, 2017, 

for a weekend of honoring Norm and 

Barbara Middag! Plans are being 

made to expand the nature center in 

their honor. Rekindle old friendships 

or show your appreciation of the Mid-

Wendy Markosky is professor of mu-

sic and music department co-chair at 

Burman University in Lacombe, Alber-

ta, Canada, and also serves as organ-

ist of the university church. She holds 

undergraduate degrees in biology and 

music, and earned doctoral and mas-

ter’s degrees in organ from the Jacobs 

School of Music at Indiana Universi-

ty–Bloomington. While resident there, 

she also studied harpsichord and 

carillon, was an associate instructor 

of music theory for fi ve years, and 

served as university chapel organist.

Nov. 18, 7:00 p.m.: Charles Reid Stu-

dio Concert

Nov. 19, 8:00 p.m.: Wind Symphony 

Holiday Concert (Tickets required.)

Nov. 20, 7:00 p.m.: Howard Center 

Presents — Camerata Milwaukee. First 

conceived in 2010, Camerata Mil-

waukee was created to enrich the Ba-

roque scene in the Milwaukee area. 

The ensemble, comprised of young 

professional musicians, specializes 

in repertoire from the Baroque era. 

(Tickets required.)

Lake Union

Offerings
Nov. 5 Local Church Budget

Nov. 12 Annual Sacrifi ce (Global   

 Mission)

Nov. 19 Local Church Budget

Nov. 26 Local Conference Advance

Dec. 3 Local Church Budget

Dec. 10 World Budget

Dec. 17 Local Church Budget

Dec. 24 Local Conference Advance

Dec. 31 Illinois: Go and Tell; 

 Indiana: Indiana Academy;  

 Lake Region: Conference   

 Designated; 

 Michigan: Local Church Budget;  

 Wisconsin: Public Campus  

 Ministries

Andrews Academy (AA)

AA will be presenting the 44th annual Feast 

of Lights program on Friday, Dec. 9, at 
7:00 p.m. The community is invited to 
attend this spectacular night of music, 
Scripture and drama honoring the King 
of Kings. It is an evening of lights, bells, 
instruments, choral singing, congrega-
tional singing, shepherds, a Nativity 
scene and the retelling of a glorious 
Christmas story. Portions of Handel’s 
“Messiah,” including the “Hallelujah” 
chorus, also will be performed. The 
church sidewalks will be arrayed in 
Christmas lighting. The program will 
speak to your hearts of his wondrous 
love. All are invited to attend this free 
program held at Pioneer Memorial 
Church on the campus of Andrews Uni-
versity. For more information, please 

contact AA at 269-471-3138.

AA also invites you to an evening of popular 

Christmas music on Saturday, Dec. 10, 
7:00 p.m., at the Howard Performing 
Arts Center on the campus of An-
drews University. Join us as we bring 
in the holidays with a variety of well-
known Christmas songs, including a 
grand fi nale played by the combined 
musical groups. For more information, 

please contact AA at 269-471-3138.

Andrews University

Howard Performing Arts Center Events: 

For more information on the following 
events and to purchase tickets, con-
tact HPAC Box Offi ce by phone at 888-
467-6442 tollfree or 269-471-3560, 
email at hpac@andrews.edu, or on its 
website at https://howard.andrews.
edu/events/. Please verify dates and 
times of programs as these events are 

subject to change.

Nov. 12, 8:00 p.m.: Veterans’ Day 

Choral Concert

Nov. 13, 4:00 p.m.: Sunday Music 

Series — Wendy Markosky, Organ. 
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MMILEPOSTS
Within the Lake Union, the offi ciating pastor or church communication leader 
is responsible for submission of information to this column.  Forms are available 
in print format, or they can be fi lled out and submitted directly online.  Milepost 
forms are available at http://www.herald.lakeunion.org. Conference addresses and 
phone numbers are listed in the masthead on the inside back cover. 

Survivors include her sons, Robert J., Rich-

ard D., Kevin L. and Virgil L. Jr.; daughters, 

Linda L. Hawkins and Tamara J. Coles; nine 

grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren.

Private inurnment was in Portland, Ore.

PETERS, Betty I. (Kuhl), age 86; born Nov. 

1, 1929, in Clam Falls, Wis.; died Aug. 15, 

2016, in De Pere, Wis. She was a member 

of the Green Bay (Wis.) Church.

Survivors include her husband, Earl; 

son, Gary; daughter, Jill Maquera; and 

three grandchildren.

No services were conducted, and inter-

ment was in Milton Junction (Wis.) Cemetery. 

SHIVELY, Lucile (Tetreau) Sherwood, age 98; 

born June 22, 1917, in Bad Axe, Mich.; 

died Dec. 18, 2015, in Charlevoix, Mich. 

She was a member of the Boyne City 

(Mich.) Church.

Survivors include her sons, Leonard 

and Leland Sherwood; stepsons, Phil-

ip and James Shively; daughter, Joan 

(Sherwood) Miller; six grandchildren; six 

step-grandchildren; 17 great-grandchil-

dren; 13 step-great-grandchildren; and 

four great-great-grandchildren.

Memorial services were conducted by 

James Roos, and inurnment was in Maple 

Lawn Cemetery, Boyne City.

DECAMP, Donald L., age 96; born Sept. 

29, 1919, in Battle Creek, Mich.; died 

June 2, 2016, in Bunker Hill Township, 

Mich. He was a member of the Bunker Hill 

(Mich.) Church.

Survivors include his son, Donald II; 

daughter, Evelyn Fundaro; four grandchil-

dren; three great-grandchildren; and one 

great-great-grandchild.

Memorial services were conducted by 

Moise Ratsara and Jay Gallimore, with pri-

vate inurnment.

HUFFMAN JR., Robert L., age 80; born Jan. 

28, 1936, in Tennyson, Ind.; died Sept. 14, 

2016, in Chrisney, Ind. He was a member 

of the Tell City (Ind.) Church.

Survivors include his wife, Margie 

(Nash); sons, Michael, Randy and Greg; 

brothers, Bill, Donald, Harold, Charles 

and David; six grandchildren; and two 

great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by 

Melvin Matthews, and interment was in 

Oak Hill Cemetery, Chrisney.

MARSMAKER, Roberta J. (Kohlbach), age 

94; born April 27, 1922, in Chicago, Ill.; 

died Sept. 16, 2016, in Portland, Ore. She 

was a member of the Southwest Church, 

Orland Park, Ill.

Obituaries

BENSON, Calvin L.D., age 88; born Oct. 27, 
1927, in Delta, Wis.; died Aug. 14, 2016, 
in Ashland, Wis. He was a member of the 
Ashland Church.

Survivors include his wife, Dorothy J. 
(Hale); son, Don R.; daughters, Karen D. 
Ruppert, Gail L. Benson and Julie A. Bril-
la; sisters, Sylvia Caron, Myrtle Heim and 
Goldie Mead; 11 grandchildren; and 24 
great-grandchildren.

Memorial services were conducted by 
Myoung Kwon, with private inurnment.

COLBURN, Clifford J., age 90; born Sept. 
17, 1925, in Muskegon, Mich.; died April 9, 
2016, in North Muskegon, Mich. He was a 
member of the Muskegon Church.

Survivors include his wife, Carolyn 
(Hamstra); sons, Gordon, Dennis and 
Rande; daughter, Sandy Keirnan; 13 
grandchildren; 27 great-grandchildren; and 
six great-great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by 
Loren Nelson, and interment was in Pine 

Hill Cemetery, Fruitport, Mich.

Anniversaries

Robert and Madeline Johnston celebrat-

ed their 60th wedding anniversary July 

31–Aug. 7, 2016, at a rented lake house 

with their children and grandchildren at 

Val-Morin, Quebec Province, Canada. 

They have been members of the Pioneer 

Memorial Church, Berrien Springs, Mich., 

for 43 years.

Robert M. Johnston and Madeline 

Steele were married July 29, 1956, in Los 

Angeles, Calif., by Lewis H. Hartin. Robert 

has been a teacher at Fresno Union Acade-

my, Korean Union College, Philippine Union 

College and SDA Theological Seminary at 

Andrews University, retiring in 2002, but 

still teaching part-time. Madeline has been 

an Assistant Dean of Girls at Lodi Acade-

my; teacher of ESL and Marriage & Family 

at Korean Union College and Philippine 

Union College; homemaker; and secretary, 

Department of World Mission, SDA Theo-

logical Seminary at Andrews University for 

20 years, retiring in 1993.

The Johnston family includes Paul and 

Sharon Johnston of Pittsburgh, Penn.; 

Robert T. and Katherine Johnston of Lake 

Jackson, Texas; Elizabeth and Lyndon John-

ston Taylor of Pasadena, Calif.; Margaret 

and Kevin Brown of Davis, Okla.; and seven 

grandchildren.

This Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation 
was fi led on September 30, 2016, with the U.S. Postal 
Service for the Lake Union Herald, for publication number 
0194-908X, a magazine owned and published by the Lake 
Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, 8450 M 139, 
Berrien Springs, MI 49103-9400; P.O. Box 287, Berrien 
Springs, MI 49103-0287. It is published monthly (except 
June/July and November/December) at a subscription price 
of $12.50 (domestic). For further information, contact Gary 
Burns, editor, or Debbie Michel, managing editor, 269-473-
8242, at the same address above.

The following fi gures for the extent and nature of circulation 
apply to the year ending with the October 2016 issue of the 
Lake Union Herald and were printed in the November 2016 
issue of this publication. 

Lake Union Herald Statement of Ownership, Management and Circulation
 Average  Actual No. 
 for Year for Oct. Issue
 
Total number of copies 34,101 33,620
Total paid or requested outside-county mail subs 72 60
Total paid or requested inside-county mail subs 0 1
Sales through dealer, carriers, street vendors 0 0
Other classes mailed through USPS 0 0
Total paid and/or requested circulation 72 61
Total free outside-county distribution 30,385 29,647
Total free inside-county distribution 3,644 3,547
Other classes mailed free through USPS 0 0
Total free through carriers or other means 0 0
Total free distribution 34,029 33,194
Total distribution 34,101 33,255
Copies not distributed 231 365
Total 34,332 33,620
Percent paid and/or requested circulation 21% 18%
Paid electronic copies 0 0
Total paid print copies plus paid electronic copies 72 61
Total print distribution plus paid electronic copies 34,101 33,255
Percent paid (both print and electronic copies) 21% 18%

Sabbath Sunset Calendar
 Nov 4 Nov 11 Nov 18 Nov 25 Dec 2 Dec 9 Dec 16 Dec 23 Dec 30 Jan 6
Berrien Springs, Mich. 6:36 5:29  5:22 5:18 5:15 5:14 5:15 5:18 5:23 5:29
Chicago, Ill. 5:42 4:34 4:28 4:23 4:20 4:19 4:20 4:23 4:28 4:34
Detroit, Mich. 6:22 5:15 5:08 5:03 5:01 5:00 5:01 5:04 5:08 5:15
Indianapolis, Ind. 6:40 5:33 5:27 5:23 5:20 5:20 5:21 5:24 5:29 5:35
La Crosse, Wis. 5:52 4:44 4:37 4:32 4:29 4:27 4:28 4:31 4:36 4:42
Lansing, Mich. 6:28 5:20 5:13 5:08 5:05 5:04 5:05 5:08 5:13 5:19
Madison, Wis. 5:46 4:38 4:31 4:27 4:24 4:22 4:23 4:26 4:31 4:37
Springfield, Ill. 5:54 4:47 4:41 4:37 4:34 4:34 4:35 4:38 4:43 4:49
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ClassifiedsClassifieds
All classifi ed ads must be sent to your local conference for approval. No phoned ads 
will be accepted. Allow at least eight weeks for publication. Fifty words maximum. 
No limit of insertions. Rates: $36 per insertion for Lake Union church members;  
$46 per insertion for all others. A form is available at http://www.herald.lakeunion.
org for printing out and fi lling in your ad. Ads must be prepaid. Make money order or 
check payable to the Lake Union Conference. There will be no refunds for cancella-
tions. The Lake Union Herald cannot be responsible for advertisements appearing in its 
columns, and reserves the right to edit ads in accordance with editorial policies. The 
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More languages to come

Listen online to 100+ languages at awr.org/listen

AWR IS 

Mobile
Hear our most popular languages 
through the AWR Mobile app.

Amharic

Mandarin

Hindi

SwahiliArabic

Punjabi

Korean

TagalogFrench

Spanish

Maasai

Vietnamese

Employment

PIONEER MEMORIAL CHURCH is seek-

ing candidates for Executive Admin-

istrative Assistant to Lead Pastor 

Dwight Nelson. Job description and 

Application Form are available on 

and may be printed from the church 

website: http://www.pmchurch.org/

employment. Instructions to apply 

also are available. Résumés and let-

ters of interest must be accompanied 

with the completed Application Form.

ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY OF HEALTH 

SCIENCES (ADU) seeks a full-time li-

brary faculty to head library liaison 

and information literacy/instruction 

services. The optimal candidate will 

be an Adventist with a Christian world 

view who embraces the mission and 

ethos of ADU; has an ALA-approved 

master’s degree in library and infor-

mation science; a strong history of 

health sciences library instruction 

and scholarship; and be available to 

work beginning January 2017. Send 

CV to Deanna Flores at deanna.

fl ores@adu.edu.

ASSISTANT/ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF 

PHYSICS. La Sierra University Physics 

Department invites applications for a 

full-time, tenure-track faculty position 

in the assistant to associate professor 

level to begin in Fall 2017. Candi-

dates must have a Ph.D. in Physics, 

Biophysics, Optics/Photonics or a 

closely related fi eld. ABD candidates 

will be considered if the anticipated 

degree completion date is before July 

2017. Please send a CV and a state-

ment of research and teaching inter-

ests to Elvis Geneston, Chair, Physics 

Department, at egenesto@lasierra.

edu.

UNION COLLEGE seeks committed 

Adventist to establish and direct an 

Occupational Therapy Assistant Pro-

gram effective Summer 2017. Es-

sential qualifi cations include a mas-

ter’s degree in Occupational Therapy 

(doctorate preferred), being licensed 

and registered, and fi ve years of pro-

fessional experience. Email letter of 

interest and CV to Rick Young, Chair, 

Management and Exercise Science, at 

r2young@ucollege.edu.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY seeks candi-

dates with a doctoral degree (ABD 

will be considered) who are com-

mitted to maintaining both an active 

research program and high-quality 

teaching across the undergraduate 

curriculum.   Preference will be given 

to candidates with a math education 

specialty and to those with commit-

ment to involving undergraduates 

in research. For more information, 

please visit:  https://www.andrews.

edu/admres/jobs/1188.

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY has two fac-

ulty openings in the School of Educa-

tion and Psychology. For details and to 

apply, visit http://jobs.wallawalla.edu. 

We invite you to share this announce-

ment as you deem appropriate. To 

learn more about Walla Walla Univer-

sity, visit https://wallawalla.edu/.
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Plus more than 80 other FREE Christian Channels and News Channels

Adventist Channels

The #1 choice for Adventist satellite programming for more than 10 Years!

26

High Definition and DVR
Connect to any TV • Record your favorite shows • IPTV
                                                          Watch available IPTV Channels via Internet - FREE

Only $199
Plus shipping

Please ask us about
INTERNET Channels

   No Monthly Fees 
   No Subscriptions
   No Credit Checks  
   FREE Install Kit

Two Room System $349
        plus shipping

System Includes Recorder & IPTV

Adventist Satellite • 8801 Washington Blvd, Suite 101 • Roseville, CA 95678

Complete 
Satellite System
Includes 36 inch
Satellite Dish

He that soweth to the Spirit 
    shall of the Spirit 
       reap life everlasting
                                  Gal  6:8

He that soweth to the Spirit 
    shall of the Spirit 
       reap life everlasting
                                  Gal  6:8

DENTAL ASSOCIATE WANTED! Looking 

for an individual of character and skill 

to join my general family practice. I 

will mentor and assist a potential new 

owner with the goal of transitioning 

out of full-time practice. Our offi ce 

technology is up-to-date, our patient 

trust level is high and the potential in-

come is great. We are a fee-for-service 

practice with 5 operatories and a tre-

mendous team located in South Cen-

tral Penn., near Gettysburg, Baltimore 

and Harrisburg. For more information, 

contact drbillwaring@gmail.com.

LA SIERRA UNIVERSITY’S DEPARTMENT OF 

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION invites 

applications for a full-time, tenure 

track faculty position. Applicants must 

hold a Ph.D. degree with Curriculum 

and Instruction as the preferred spe-

cialization, and must have taught for 

at least fi ve years in a K–12 class-

room setting; be a member of the 

Seventh-day Adventist church; and 

have demonstrated effectiveness 

as a teacher and scholar. Additional 

details and application instructions 

available at http://lasierra.edu/jobs.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY SEEKS A NURSING 

FACULTY. Duties and responsibilities 

include, but are not limited to: teach 

and supervise skills/simulation lab 

for all student levels. Participate in 

skills and simulation lab for clinical 

groups with assistance from course 

instructors. Review clinical and didac-

tic course syllabi for simulation and 

skills. Complete students’ lab eval-

uation, grade skills, care plans and 

concept maps where applicable. Col-

laborate with department chair for lab 

budget and acquisition of lab supplies 

for students’ use. Evaluate lab use for 

continuous improvement. Available to 

students for skills practice and tests. 

Teach assigned courses and/or clini-

cal to make up for full-time position. 

For more information or to apply, visit 

https://www.andrews.edu/admres/

jobs/1199.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY seeks an ac-

credited Locksmith trained from 

technical school; or two years related 

experience and/or training; or equiv-

alent combination of education and 

experience. Must be able to install, 

repair, rebuild and service mechani-

cal or electrical locking devices, and 

assist with all door repairs and door 

installs.  Handles emergency repairs 

beyond normal work hours as re-

quired. For more information please 

visit https://www.andrews.edu/adm

res/jobs/1107.

Real Estate/Housing

SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

is an Adventist community in a rural 

Okla. setting but close to Oklahoma 

City medical facilities and shopping. 

Made up of mostly individual homes, 

the village has a fellowship you’ll

enjoy. On-site church, independent liv-

ing, nursing home and transportation 

as needed. For more information, visit 

http://www.summitridgevillage.org, or 

call Bill Norman at 405-208-1289.

ENJOY WORRY-FREE RETIREMENT at 

Fletcher Park Inn on the Fletcher 

Academy campus near Henderson-

ville, N.C. Spacious villa homes and 

limited rental apartments available 

now. Enjoy a complimentary lunch at 

our vegetarian buffet on the day of 

your no-obligation tour. For details, 

call Loretta at 800-249-2882 or visit 

http://www.fl etcherparkinn.com.

CUSTOM SMOKY MOUNTAIN STONE 

HOME FOR SALE on 13+ acres, 17 

miles from Maryville, 100 miles from 

Collegedale. Year-round, spring-fed 

stream fl ows below great room under 

insulated 8’x16’ glass fl oor providing 

endless water for home, waterfall, 

1.25 acre garden/orchard, 5-bed/4-
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bath, cathedral ceiling, huge stone 

fi replace, walk-in cooler. For pictures, 

Google 6850 Happy Valley Rd. For 

more information, call 251-233-

1331.

For Sale

CITRUS FUNDRAISING for your church 

or school. Hand-selected citrus direct 

from the grove. Indian River Fundrais-

ers. For more information, call tollfree 

800-558-1998.

PATHFINDER/ADVENTURER CLUB NAME 

CREST: Order your Pathfi nder and Ad-

venturer club name crest at http://

www.pathfi nderclubnames.com. For 

more information, call 269-208-

5853 or email us at pathfi nderclub

names@gmail.com.

VIEW FREE ADVENTIST TV on the Star-

Genesis satellite system. $99 for a 

complete high-quality, heavy-duty, 

preprogrammed system with all 19 

Adventist channels. StarGenesis sys-

tems come with everything needed 

to install yourself and free tech sup-

port. Can be picked up at Sunnydale 

Academy, SAU, Gobles, Mich., or 

shipped. For more information, call 

877-687-2203.

PREPAID PHONE CARDS: Regularly fea-

turing new card for Continental U.S.A. 

or International countries. NOW 2.4¢ 

per minute. No connection fees or 

other taxes. Do you want a card that 

is trouble free or does not expire? 

Benefi ts: Personal A.S.I. projects/

Christian education. For more infor-

mation, call L J Plus at 770-441-

6022 or 888-441-7688.

At Your Service

AUTHORS of cookbooks, health books, 

children’s chapter and picture books, 

call 800-367-1844 for your free eval-

uation. We publish all book formats, 

distribute to over 39,000 bookstores 

in 220 countries. Find our new titles 

at your local ABC or http://www.

TEACHSer vices.com — used SDA 

books at http://www.LNFBooks.com.

MOVE WITH AN AWARD-WINNING AGEN-

CY. Apex Moving & Storage partners 

with the General Conference to pro-

vide quality moves for you. Call us 

for all your relocation needs. Contact 

Marcy Danté at 800-766-1902, or 

visit our website: http://www.apex

moving.com/adventist.

ARE YOU MOVING SOON? Before you rent 

a U-Haul and do it yourself, check our 

price and save yourself the hassle. 

Plan ahead now and reserve a time 

slot. Fast, direct and economical. 

Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard Furniture 

Moving, Berrien Springs, Mich., by 

phone: 269-471-7366 or cell: 248-

890-5700.

Travel/Vacation

COLLEGEDALE, TENN., GUESTHOUSE: 

Fully equipped condo with kitchen 

and laundry, 1-1/2  bedrooms, no 

steps, huge deck, secluded woodland 

setting. “What a fi nd!” say guests, 

“Delightful!” $70/night for two (two 

night minimum). For more informa-

tion, call 423-236-4688 or 423-716-

1298. See pictures at http://www.

rogerking rentals.com.

Miscellaneous

WILDWOOD LIFESTYLE CENTER: For 75 

years we have taught people to live 

healthy, avoid disease and maintain 

youthful energy or helped healing di-

abetes, heart disease, hypertension, 

obesity, arthritis, fi bromyalgia, lupus, 

chronic fatigue, cancer, depression, 

anxiety and many more. Invest in 

health, call 800-634-9355 or visit 

http://www.wildwoodhealth.com.
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We recently held a summit on race re-
lations we called “Journey to Healing 
and Understanding.” It was a wonderful 

experience that took us through not only a journey 
of healing and understanding, but also a spectrum 
of emotions. One of the key words for the day was 
empathy. According to Webster, empathy is defi ned 
as “the action of understanding, being aware of, 
being sensitive to, and vicariously experiencing the 
feelings, thoughts, and experience of another.” That 
was accomplished, to some degree, by story. As sto-
ries were shared, you could sense, even hear, the 
emotional responses of many at our gathering. We 
were experiencing empathy — some for the fi rst time 
in this context.

Another key word was mission. Is love our moti-
vation for mission? To what lengths is our love willing 

to go for the sake of mission? How should love and 
mission inform policy?

Fulfi lling our mission, our co-mmission, is about 
cooperation, collaboration and unity. That’s unity — 
not uniformity! God has given a variety of gifts, styles 
and methods to his church for the purpose of building 
his church (see I Corinthians 12). We, in fact, need 
each other by design. It was God’s plan that one size 
does not fi t all. Each is valued and essential.

I believe how we relate to each other has a major 
impact on our effectiveness for mission. I encourage 
you to join our journey. You can view this next step in 
our journey at the Lake Union website: http://www.
lakeunion.org.

Gary Burns is the communication director of the Lake Union 
Conference. 
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COLLABORATION AND UNITY

B Y  G A R Y  B U R N S

*1the
*2Celebrate 

*2Season o*5f Givin*1g
Share the gift of God’s 

good news for a better life

hopetv.org

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 

OFFERS MASTER’S DEGREES in busi-

ness, computer science, counseling, 

education, global community devel-

opment, nursing, religion and social 

work. Flexibility is provided through 

some online and many on-cam-

pus programs. Financial aid may be 

available. For more information, call 

423-236-2585 or visit https://www.

southern.edu/graduatestudies.

FREE VOCAL MUSIC CONCERTS WITH 

PERSONAL LIFE EXPERIENCES. A former 

voice instructor from Andrews Univer-

sity with his family will give free Sat. 

evening vocal music concerts with 

testimonies. Two music CDs and a 

DVD music video are available after 

the concert. For more information, 

contact Vladimir Slavujevic at 269-

473-2826, or email him at vlado

slavujevic@yahoo.com.

WANTED TO BUY AND FOR SALE used 

SDA books, new or old, Your Story 

Hour tapes and games. For more in-

formation, contact John at 269-781-

6379 or jfschico@aol.com.

PREACHERS NEEDED! Come and join 

the General Conference Total Member 

Involvement team (TMI) for one of the 

most thrilling experiences of your life. 

Next February we will take a team of 

volunteer preachers — young and old 

alike, with or without experience — to 

fi ve countries of Eastern Europe to 

preach a full evangelistic series. Ser-

mons will be provided. 4,000 preach-

ing sites expected! For more informa-

tion and to register, visit http://www.

tmi.adventist.org.

EVER WANTED TO WRITE A STORY 

for Our Little Friend, Primary Trea-

sure, or Guide? Get the FREE 

book How to Write True Charac-

ter-Building Stories for Kids at 

RandyFishell.com and get started today!



Against his advice, I naturally continued my inconsis-
tent trend — take a year off, spend a semester at Union, 
spend a semester at community college, take a semester 
off. James 1:6 states that, He who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 
driven and tossed by the wind. Years of battling the tide had led 
me to deep waters of doubt and I eventually found 
myself treading with waves now breaking over 
my head. As I began yet another semester at 
community college, I also began suffering long 
periods of insomnia, my hair started falling 
out, and nausea replaced my appetite. Then, 
one night this spring, half awake and a mess 
of tears, I heard a stern, yet extremely woeful 
voice in my ear: “If you can’t trust Me in this,” 
the concerned voice pled, “how will you ever 
trust Me when it really matters?” And with 
that question, it’s as if God placed his hands 
over the water, calmed the waves and told 
me to swim to shore.  

I am continually amazed how small a body of water 
looks compared to the actual amount of surface area it 
covers. Some days, when I look ahead of me, the shore 
seems so close. In August, I was prepared to begin yet 
another semester of school, but this time I enrolled at An-

drews. Some days, the swim seems terribly 
arduous and I can only concentrate on 
the rhythm of my strokes, still uncer-
tain how I am going to fi nance this 

semester.  
 But, by the grace of God, I am a 

little closer today than I was yester-
day, and even more so tomorrow.  

 Abbie Hall is a sophomore from Cadillac, 
Michigan, studying pre-professional psychology 
at Andrews University. 

 

ONE VOICE  [ Y O U N G  A D U L T S  S P E A K  T H E I R  M I N D ]

Swimming to Shore 

My faith as a child can be summed up into one word: inconsistent. Though I was blessed with many Fri-

day night vespers, potlucks and Vega-links, for me, Adventism wasn’t as fulfi lling as you might think. 

Honestly, the experience felt more like trying to stand up in shallow water as waves broke at my knees 

and the tide moved swiftly beneath my feet. Being constantly pulled in and out of both church and Adventist education, 

I discovered perseverance, autonomy and a strong will at a young age. As you can probably imagine, my view of God grew 

quite inconsistent as well. So, when the time arrived to consider college enrollment, my high school guidance counselor, a 

wise Christian man, told me that Andrews was probably right where I needed to be. I laughed to console myself. He was 

probably right. But, you see, after all this learning to battle the tide with my own strength, I’d developed this funny way of 

digging my heels deep into the sand.  

B Y  A B B I E  H A L L 

me to deep waters of doubt and I eventually found 
myself treading with waves now breaking over 
my head. As I began yet another semester at 
community college, I also began suffering long 
periods of insomnia, my hair started falling 
out, and nausea replaced my appetite. Then, 
one night this spring, half awake and a mess 
of tears, I heard a stern, yet extremely woeful 
voice in my ear: “If you can’t trust Me in this,” 
the concerned voice pled, “how will you ever 
trust Me when it really matters?” And with 
that question, it’s as if God placed his hands 
over the water, calmed the waves and told 

drews. Some days, the swim seems terribly 
arduous and I can only concentrate on 
the rhythm of my strokes, still uncer-
tain how I am going to fi nance this 

semester.  
 But, by the grace of God, I am a 

little closer today than I was yester-
day, and even more so tomorrow.  

 Abbie Hall is a sophomore from Cadillac, 
Michigan, studying pre-professional psychology 
at Andrews University.
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During her younger years, Jherlene had been active in church. 
“I had served a lot but medical school took a lot of time,” Jherlene 
says. As time went by, she saw that serving God was an aspect of her 
life that needed to be revitalized. Sharing her faith had become a 
diffi cult and uncomfortable thing to do with her friends who were 
not believers. Jherlene knew that one way to combat the issue was 
through serving and exercising her love for Christ. She felt wel-
comed when she visited the EPIC Church in Chicago, and decided 

to use her gifts more decidedly. Since she was new at the church, she was surprised when 
the pastor asked if she would be willing to use her gift of singing to serve, as well as 
participate in the assimilation team. 

“The assimilation team was a challenge for me,” Jherlene recounts. She and other 
church members were responsible for helping new members fi t into the church commu-
nity and feel a part of the worship whenever they attended. Serving in this capacity not 
only increased her faith but helped her to develop in many areas of her life. She recalls 
experiencing tremendous growth spiritually and emotionally.  

Although she was passionate about serving, Jherlene admits that there were mo-
ments when her heart was not completely focused on ministry. The work week left 
her feeling tired and without enough energy to give her best. “There are times when 
you wish someone else could do it,” says Jherlene, “but I realize that it’s not about 
me, but God.” 

Despite the diffi culties, Jherlene continues to serve and apply her faith to help 
others. As for the reason behind her dedication, “It fi lls me with so much joy!” she says.  

Felecia Datus is a graduate student at Andrews University. 
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Hispanic Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carmelo Mercado
Information Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sean Parker
Ministerial  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maurice Valentine
Native Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Burns
Public Affairs and Religious Liberty  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nicholas Miller 
Trust Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jon Corder
Women’s Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Barbara Livesay
Youth Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Whitehead

LOCAL CONFERENCES AND INSTITUTIONS

Adventist Health System: Don Jernigan, president/CEO, 900 Hope 
Way, Altamonte Springs, FL 32714; 407-357-1000.

Andrews University: Andrea Luxton, president, Berrien Springs, MI 49104-
0670; 269-471-7771.

Illinois: Ray Pichette, president; Ron Aguilera, secretary; Michael Daum, 
treasurer; 619 Plainfield Rd., Willowbrook, IL 60527-8438; 630-856-2850.

Indiana: Steve Poenitz, president; Mark Eaton, secretary/treasurer; street 
address: 15205 Westfield Blvd., Carmel, IN 46032; mailing address: P.O. Box 
5000, Westfield, IN 46074; 317-844-6201.

Lake Region: R. Clifford Jones, president; Timothy Nixon, secretary; Yvonne 
Collins, treasurer; 8517 S. State St., Chicago, IL 60619; 773-846-2661.

Michigan: Jay Gallimore, president; James Micheff Jr., secretary; Leroy 
Bruch, treasurer; street address: 320 W. St. Joseph St., Lansing, MI 48933; 
mailing address: P.O. Box 24187, Lansing, MI 48909; 517-316-1500.

Wisconsin:  Michael G. Edge, president; Brian Stephan, secretary/treasurer; 
street address: N2561 Old Highway 16, Fall River, WI 53932; mailing 
address: P.O. Box 100, Fall River, WI 53932; 920-484-6555.

Contributors: Writer guidelines are available online at http://herald.lakeunion.org.
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Time to Serve

Jherlene Cargil studied to be a physician and learned what it meant to apply her 

faith in challenging times during her college years. Her commitment to remain 

faithful to God and observe the Sabbath was tested as many crucial exams were 

held on Saturdays. “The last year of my studies was especially tough,” Jherlene recalls. She 

had failed some classes since she had chosen not to compromise when it came to Sabbath. 

Although that time was emotionally and spiritually taxing, Jherlene persevered with the 

strength of Christ and graduated from school. 

Jherlene Cargil

B Y  F E L E C I A  D AT U S 



P.O. Box 287, Berrien Springs, MI  49103-0287

  I came so that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance. — John 10:10

900 Hope Way, Altamonte Springs Florida 32810

AdventistHealthSystem.com AHS.jobs

Adventist Health System takes a Christ-centered, 

whole-person approach to healthcare, serving more than 

4.7 million patients each year. To do this, we look to the 

principles of Creation as the blueprint for helping others 

live an abundant life. Explore these eight principles 

of CREATION Health at CreationHealth.com.

Abundant Life
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