


Gary Burns, Editor

What a privilege and delight it was to travel around the Lake Union in 

preparation for this edition. I was so blessed to spend time 

in the classrooms of six teachers, learning about their faith, 

their calling and their dedication to prepare our children to 

serve for eternity.

I know you will be inspired, delighted and challenged as you 

meet these representatives of our dedicated teachers in the 

Lake Union.
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President’s Perspective
b y  W a L t e r  L .  W r i g H t ,  L a k e  U n i o n  c o n f e r e n c e  p r e s i d e n t

The Schoolmarm
When I think of teachers partnering with Christ, a picture comes to my mind. She was the first 

in my large family to attend and complete college. She was the first of our family to leave the 

shelter of our small farm in southwestern Ohio, and head off to a far territory. I think my dad cried more 

than my mom as he bid farewell to his oldest daughter. 

In my Daddy’s mind there would never be a man good enough to marry his daughter, and then it hap-

pened. No, she wasn’t whisked away by some gallant young man. She was not even betrothed to any ea-

ger suitor. What really happened was she accepted the call of the Man, Jesus. It was the call my parents 

had sacrificed to prepare her for. It was the call from a Man which none in my family could question. She 

was leaving home to become a teacher in a Seventh-day Adventist church school in the far-away state of 

New Jersey.

Was she ready to partner with Jesus Christ? I must say so. I remember her in our family worship circles 

as Daddy led out. I recall her service in our church when she became a teenager and leader of other 

young people. I remember the picture of her standing on the steps of our local church school with the 

other students enrolled.

I will never forget the day she boarded the train for Huntsville, Alabama, to attend Oakwood College. My 

dad had instructions for her about what to do when she reached Cincinnati and would then have to travel 

the rest of the way in a racially segregated train. This would mark the first time any of us had ventured 

into the southern United States.

I also am vividly reminded of Daddy driving Momma, my other sister and me to Huntsville years later to 

witness my big sister’s graduation. Oh, it was such a proud day for all of us! The prayers of thanksgiving 

ascended to God from each. Her three older brothers were particularly proud of her for achieving what 

none of them had even attempted.

And so, when she entered her classroom to begin a career as a Christian teacher, there was no other 

partner except Jesus. Her students received the benefit of her spiritual upbringing, her tender and com-

passionate care for their needs, the strength and power from her strong connection to her Partner, and 

even the joy of her melodious singing voice.

I honor my beloved sister, Eileen Wright Lester, and all the many dedicated teachers in our school system 

around the world. Some of them shaped my life as they have also influenced others for the Kingdom of 

Heaven. How do they accomplish such an awesome task? It’s because they walk with Jesus. God bless 

them every one.
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It takes great skill to be a pilot; greater skill yet, 
to fly a helicopter (or a rotor-wing aircraft as they are techni-
cally known). Nelson Vance not only flew both all around the 
world, but he was also a certified flight instructor. Now you 
know something about his skill as an aviator.

So let me tell you a bit about his personal journey. Fortu-
nately, Nelson grew up in a church-going family, because only 
his faith in God would sustain him through a life-changing 
tragedy. One warm summer morning the airplane in which 
he was training young pilots malfunctioned and crashed. Ev-
eryone on board was killed, except Nelson.

Seriously injured, Nelson endured months of difficult re-
habilitation. The grief, the loss, the pain ... it was a crushing 
burden. Left with a major disability and no longer able to fly, 
the next few years were extremely difficult. Only his faith in 
God and his love for the Word sustained him.

Lake Region Eshay Banks, age nine, Daja Ellis, age ten, 
and Darion Durr, age 15, answered “Yes!” loud and confident-
ly to each of the baptismal vows. They stood at the front of 
Inkster Sharon (Michigan) Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
where the Motor City Youth Federation (MCYF) gave 
them a chance to act on the message, “The Call to Disciple-
ship,” they had just received.

On that Sabbath afternoon, March �9, Eshay and Daja 
became members of Detroit Center Church and Darion 
became a member of the Ecorse (Michigan) Church. Mem-
bers of the respective churches were there to welcome them 
warmly.

In choosing to follow Jesus, these three young people 
made all of Heaven rejoice. There were many more rejoic-
ing, too. Their baptisms were the result of a new initiative 
and vision of MCYF president, Robert Johnson II. He in-
troduced a new format to the federation last fall—a “sow, 
reap” arrangement that would plant seeds of discipleship in 
youth and return to reap the harvest. 

In November �007, youth attended workshops on how 
to strengthen their faith and share it with others during the 
“sow” federation. Having done that, the March �008 “reap” 
federation provided an opportunity for them to commit to 
becoming disciples, and then hit the streets with their mes-
sage. Each church conducted a youth week of prayer leading 
up to the federation day, and Pathfinders distributed more 
than 500 copies of Steps	to	Christ and the Eight	Laws	of	Health 
pamphlets during their parade on Sabbath.

Darion is currently a Pathfinder at Ecorse Church, and 
Eshay and Daja stated that they wanted to act further on 
their new faith by becoming Pathfinders at Detroit Center.

Michigan

When Nelson Vance (left) studied Revelation, he fell more deeply in love with 
Jesus. Also baptized with Nelson were Gin and Joe Donna. Their story will be 
featured in the July 2008 issue. 

Motor City Youth Federation president, Robert Johnson II (far right), proudly 
introduces the new members, Darion Durr, Eshay Banks and Daja Ellis, to the 
congregation during the evening program. 

One day the mail brought a brochure announcing a series 
of Bible studies at a nearby church that would explore the 
book of Revelation. Nelson believed the book of Revelation, 
though admittedly he didn’t understand it very well. This 
class, taught by a Bible instructor named Dan Towar, seemed 
to offer helpful insights, so Nelson decided to attend.

It was all so plain. It made such good sense. And most 
important, Nelson fell more deeply in love with the Jesus he 
discovered in the book. When the series was over Nelson 
was baptized and became a member of the Jackson Seventh-
day Adventist Church.

Looking back, the tragedy of the crash is still real, but 
the spiritual journey that has grown out of it has provided 
Nelson with an eternal hope, and the firm assurance that the 
God who loves him will soon return.

Madlyn Hamblin, Jackson Church member, as shared with Bruce Babienco, 
Lake Union Herald volunteer correspondent 
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Do you know of someone who recently made a decision for 
Christ?  Submit your story to the editors at our website:  
www.lakeunionherald.org

    Share the 
Good News!

When Peter Neri (right) answered a phone call from Roy Evan Phillips (left), he 
had no idea what a wonderful friendship would develop. Evan, a former pastor 
of another denomination, joined the Seventh-day Adventist Church family after 
confirming Bible truths he had already learned through personal Bible study. 

I was sitting at my desk when the receptionist 
informed me I had a phone call. I picked up the phone to 
answer, and was I surprised as an elderly gentleman on the 
other end cordially greeted me and introduced himself as 
“Pastor Roy Evan Phillips.” Evan told me he had been a pas-
tor for 57 years in a church of another faith. As we talked, 
I learned Evan was 85 years old, and he retired in �00� 
because Opal, his lovely wife of 57 years, died, and he could 
no longer be a minister. I was both amazed at Evan’s rich 
experience and sympathetic to what he was going through. 
It was obvious from our conversation that this pastor was 
both genuine and intelligent.

Evan startled me with the question that was on his mind: 
“Who changed the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday?” I 
have been around long enough to know that was a loaded 
question. Not knowing where this was going, why he was 
asking me, and wondering if Evan had an agenda behind 
that question, there was a great moment of silence on my 
part. Taking advantage of my silence, Evan broke in with 
additional, very helpful information. He said that from his 
personal Bible study he long ago decided that the Sabbath 
was Saturday and was still valid for Christians today. He 
added that he tried to share this conviction with his former 
members and fellow pastors, only to be shunned. Undaunt-
ed, Evan declared to me his firm conviction and wanted to 
know the history behind the change. Since I was a Seventh-
day Adventist, he figured I knew the answer.

Again I was silent, but for a different reason this time. 
I was so astounded by his explanation. Evan again took full 
advantage of my silence by concluding, “From my study of 
the Scripture, I figured it was [the medieval church] that 
did it, but I would like historical proof of that fact.” 

At that, my silence left me. Hallelujah! I thought, I	 can	
answer	that	question! And so began a relationship that I know 
will last for eternity.

I soon found out that this sincere, Bible-literate, godly 
man had the same beliefs I do. Everything I shared with 
Evan he inhaled, and all it did was confirm his beliefs, not 
change them. After a number of visits and phone conver-
sations, I realized that Evan was a Seventh-day Adven-
tist through and through. In the meantime, I called Fred 
Troxell, who is pastor of the Irvington Church near Evan’s 
home. The pastor and his members took this wonderful 
man under their wings and loved him the rest of the way 
into God’s church of Bible truth! He called me every week 
to tell me what a wonderful church Irvington is and how 
happy he is to have a loving church family again.

Indiana

In a few short months I began to pray, “Lord, should 
I say anything to Brother Evan about baptism?” This man 
was a pastor for 57 years in a number of churches and even 
denominations. Evan ran a street ministry and a mission in 
downtown Indianapolis. He was a seminary professor who 
taught Daniel and Revelation, among other things, and was 
baptized before I was born! Should	I	ask	him? But there was 
no need for me to worry or wait, because the phone rang 
one day and it was my sweet friend Evan, asking me to bap-
tize him at the Irvington Church on December 15, �007. 
Would I? You bet I would! And what a grand and glorious 
day it was!

If you ever go to the Irvington Church on Sabbath 
morning, don’t miss this happy gentleman (who is now 86) 
with the infectious smile! If you talk with Evan, you will see 
how much he loves Jesus and how he lives only for Him. 
That is if you can get to him, since he is always surrounded 
by so many of his new church family!

Peter Neri, ministerial director, Indiana Conference
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YOUTH  in	 Action

At this moment many Christians around the world face persecution for their faith and witness from govern-

ments and other non-Christian religious groups hostile to the gospel. Many must meet secretly to worship 

their God or read the Bible. Others pay the ultimate price for their faith—giving their lives in martyrdom.

When the Downers Grove 
Adventist School’s teachers 
and students heard about these 
situations around the world 
they wanted to help! As part of 
their winter outreach projects, 
they decided to participate in 
the Bibles Unbound project 
(www.biblesunbound.org) 
sponsored by the Voice of the 
Martyrs ministry in Okla-
homa. This project provides 
New Testament Bibles in the 
language of the people in re-
stricted-gospel countries for 
only $6 per Bible. Christians 
risk being beaten or imprisoned just for collecting names 
of family, friends and co-workers who want a Bible to read. 
Fellow Christians from around the world then sponsor these 
names by providing a Bible for them. The sponsors package 
the Bibles for mailing, and then send them to a distribution 
center for final processing to be mailed directly to the re-
questing individuals in the restricted-gospel country. 

Last school year the Downers Grove Adventist School 
students sponsored �0 Bibles to China. This school year 
the students committed to raise $�00 dollars to send 50 Bi-
bles again to China. With their commitment to this project 
and the generous gifts of family, friends, the students’ home 
churches and the Downers Grove Church, the Lord helped 

the students raise not $�00 
but $6�0 to send not 50 but 
105 Bibles to China.

In a Bible packing-prayer 
assembly held in November 
�007, the students, along 
with their teachers and 
some parents, specifically 
prayed for each individual 
who requested a Bible. They 
prayed that each individual 
would receive their Bible, 
listen to the still small voice 
of the Holy Spirit and sur-
render their life to Christ 
as they read them. Through 

the solemnity of this service the students, teachers and 
parents were touched by the Holy Spirit as each realized 
that these individuals may face great hardships for possess-
ing these Bibles while many of us in America have multiple 
Bibles on our bookshelves, many times not read at all. 

Do we cherish the Word of God like these individuals 
who are willing to risk all to process and read the Word of 
God? May we have the same thirst for God’s Word!

“Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto 
bonds; but the word of God is not bound” (� Timothy �:9, 
KJV).

David Sitler is a Downers Grove Adventist School parent and pastor of the 
Glen Ellyn and West Central Seventh-day Adventist Churches in Illinois.

b y  d a v i d  J .  s i t L e r

Bibles for Believers

Downers Grove Adventist School students sponsored 30 Bibles to China last 
year. This year they raised funds to send 150 Bibles to China, in cooperation 
with the Bibles Unbound initiative sponsored by the Voice of Martyrs ministry. 
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BE|OND our BORDERS

Clearing our Path 
to the Philippines

After a tense and chal-
lenging drive in heavy, 
lake-effect snow to Mid-
way Airport, we headed 
for the airline counter. The 
clerk took our names, and 
then appeared temporarily 
perplexed. He said, “You’re 
lucky I could fix things 
for you!” We learned that 
because of the overnight 
snowstorm, someone had 
canceled our tickets to De-
troit and beyond, and re-booked us for the following day. 

So how did God fix this for us? An early morning flight 
from Midway to Detroit was delayed three hours and had 
not yet left, due to the same snowstorm. There was room in 
the first class compartment for all of us. Our hearts quickly 
filled with grateful praise to the Lord. Furthermore, there 
was now little chance the clerk would give us any problems 
about our heavy bags filled with medications, supplies, 
clothing and toys. Thank	you,	Jesus!

And that’s not all. Because our original seats were as-
signed to other customers, the ones we were stuck with for 
the next flight were way back in the plane. I took up the 
cause of the six folks traveling from Detroit to Manila, at 
the counter where a line had formed. I learned our flight 
was heavily overbooked, and that we could have better seats 
on a parallel flight leaving a few minutes earlier, going via 
Tokyo instead of Nagoya. We received a $�00 coupon to-
ward future travel with the airline. In addition, some of us 
were assigned to first class again on the Tokyo to Manila 
portion of the flight. God is so good! 

In Manila, we made it through customs without prob-
lems. Praise God! After connecting with dear friends from 

the Pagudpud mission, we 
traveled 1� hours by bus and 
battled it out with exhaustion 
and jet lag. Guess who won? 

In Pagudpud, we served 
in daily medical clinics in the 
town and surrounding villages. 
We saw a 50-year-old emaci-
ated women with metastatic 
colon, two elderly patients 
with large salivary gland can-
cers, a wheelchair-bound el-
derly lady with severe anemia 

from chronic bleeding fibroids of her uterus, a toddler with 
severe malnutrition, a child with large scald burns and a 
young women with genetically absent extremities to name 
just a few. They all were so happy we made the effort to 
come see them, to offer help and hope. 

We left about $�0,000 worth of medi-
cations and supplies, innumerable clothing 
items, many toys and $6,000 to help remodel 
and reconstruct a dilapidated church. In re-
turn, we were blessed with many new friend-
ships. We also enjoyed three excellent meals a day with lots 
of fresh and delicious mangoes, and visited local attrac-
tions: Friendship Falls, Stinky Falls (a river cascading over 
tree roots, making beautiful stalactites and stalagmites) and 
Saud Beach, ranked as one of the most beautiful beaches in 
the world.

Thank you for your prayers and your financial contribu-
tions, which are the essential foundations for this type of 
ministry. 

Norbert Schwer, M.D., is a member of the Stevensville (Michigan) Seventh-
day Adventist Church. 

Our van filled with luggage and people, we bowed our heads and asked God to watch over us as we traveled in His 

service to the Philippines. Little did we know then how much He had already done for us.

b y  n o r b e r t  s c H W e r

A mission team traveled to the Philippines where they served daily in medical 
clinics. Villagers were so happy they made the effort to come see them, to 
offer help and hope.
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FAMIL|  TIES

b y  s U s a n  e .  M U r ay

When Parents 
Don’t Share Values

There is hope in considering these suggestions:
Admit that you can’t control what is taught or dem-

onstrated in the other home. Many people try and try to 
change their ex-spouse for years and years. You may want 
to think of it this way: if you couldn’t change your spouse 
while you were married, how do you think you can change 
them in your divorce? Instead, let God be in control of what 
you can’t change, and make the most of your time with your 
children.

Influence your children toward the Lord while they are in 

your home. Think of it as an inoculation. In medical terms, 
an inoculation is when a virus is injected in a controlled way 
to allow the body to develop antibodies that can combat a 
live virus. Deal suggests that spiritual inoculations present 
viewpoints that oppose the word of God and then teach 
Bible concepts that help children combat them. For exam-
ple, discussing a TV program that glorifies greed and then 
showing children a spiritual view of money and stewardship 
is a way to inoculate them for future decisions.

Children who have one parent not living a Christian life 
will need inoculations to help them deal with an environ-
ment that is hostile to their growing faith. It is critical, how-
ever, that you remain neutral about the 
other parent; the inoculation cannot 
be a personal attack. Comments that 
pull on children’s loyalties and bur-
den them with your hostilities will 
diminish your influence as they react 
defensively against your negativity.

You may have to endure years of prodigal living as your 

children try out the values of the other home. This is a truth 
that many parents fear. Children may make the choice to 
experiment with the “easier, less demanding” lifestyle of the 
other home, especially during the teen years when they are 
deciding whether the faith they’ve been handed down (in-
herited faith) will become their own (owned faith). “Lov-
ingly admonish them toward the Lord, not away from the 
other parent; and be close enough when they repent,” sug-
gests Deal.

Pray daily for the strength to walk in the light, and intro-

duce your children to Jesus at each and every opportunity. 
Your model is a powerful bridge to their personal commit-
ment to Christ. Do all you can do to take your kids by the hand 
and lead them in the way of the Master (Ephesians 6:�).

Children have a natural inclination to listen to stories. 
Tell your children, and your stepchildren, your faith story, 
including how you came to know Christ, how your faith has 
had peaks and valleys, and the influence of other people in 

your life. Let them see and hear how God has 
worked in your life.

Susan Murray is an associate professor of family 
studies who teaches behavioral science and social 

work at Andrews University. She is a certified family 
life educator and a licensed marriage and family 
therapist.

Adapted from Family Ministry Connection, Family 
Information Services, Minneapolis, Minn. (2002), a 

website no longer active. 

Visit www.successfulstepfamilies.com, a support 
website for parents. 

All Christian parents want their children to grow in faith, but what can you do when the other household 

is leading the sheep away from the Shepherd? Ron Deal, an active minister who strengthens stepfamilies, 

suggests that even though a parent’s temptation to limit contact between her children and their father is 

understandable, becoming a barrier between the other biological parent and their children is not recommended. When 

this happens, he says, children grow to resent the parent who blocks parental access. Also, the ex-spouse often feels cheated 

and may retaliate, exposing children to even more conflict.
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HEALTH|  CHOICES

From Bean 
to Beverage

Plain, chocolate or vanilla? Regular or low-fat? Sweetened or unsweetened, with or without omega-�? Powder or 

liquid? What’s your choice? It’s available in mainstream grocery stores everywhere. Sales of soy beverages are 

taking off, as they are being made to look and taste like cow milk. 

Soy mi lk  lowers  

your  cholestero l .

b y  W i n s t o n  J .  c r a i g

Buy only  for t i f ied  soy mi lk .

Interest in milk alternatives is hot for several reasons: lac-
tose intolerance, cow milk allergies, health reasons, a desire 
to be totally vegetarian and concerns about environmental 
issues. 

But how does soy milk stack up nutritionally? Many of 
the soy milks commercially available today are nutritionally 
similar to cow milk, since they are fortified with added vita-
mins and minerals, and the bioavailability of the calcium in 
soy milk is similar to that of cow milk. Unlike cow milk, soy 
milk has little saturated fat and no cholesterol or lactose. 

Soy milk was developed in China in the second 
century B.C. by Liu An. It is believed that John Har-
vey Kellogg was the first to develop soy milk in the U.S. 
In 19�6, Harry Miller used Kellogg’s technique to de-
velop a process for commercially producing a palatable 
soy milk in China. In 1967, Cornell University food 
scientists discovered a new process that eliminated the 
cooked, beany flavor of soy milk. 

Soy milks are commonly fortified 
with calcium, riboflavin, 
vitamin B1� and 
vitamin D. It is 
important that 
one select a fortified 
brand that contains at least �0 to 
�0 percent of the daily value for each of these four nutrients.

Soy milk can be substituted for dairy milk in some recipes 
but not all. Soy milk can be used to make smoothies, sauces 

or soups. However, when making gravies a higher percentage 
of thickening agent is needed, and most instant puddings do 
not set firm when a soy beverage is substituted for cow milk. 

Soy milks are unacceptable for infant use. One should use 
a specially designed soy infant formula for the first 1� months 
of life. Growing children, especially pre-schoolers, should 
not be given unfortified soy milks such as the home-made 
soy beverages, unless they have other rich dietary sources of 
vitamin B1�, vitamin D and calcium in the daily diet. 

What health benefits are associated with the use of soy 
milk? Simply replacing cow 
milk with a soy beverage pro-
duces a substantial drop in 
LDL cholesterol, especially in 
those with high initial values. 
Soy is rich in phytochemicals 
that have a variety of health-
promoting properties.

Daily consumption of soy 
milk is associated with a �0 per-
cent decrease in risk of prostate 
cancer while two or more cups a 
day of cow milk increases risk of 
prostate cancer by �0 percent. Use 

of soy milk, tofu and other isoflavone-rich soy foods have 
been shown to protect against bone loss of the spine and hip 
in the elderly.

Winston Craig, Ph.D., R.D., is a professor of nutrition at Andrews University. 
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EXTREMEGRACE

She drops her bundles 
beside a box of papers “to 
be graded.” She opens the 
Bible at her desk and reads 
the same chapter she read 
just before bed last night. 
“After sleeping on it, the 
chapter means even more 
to me in the morning.”

Her prayer begins near 
the back of the room. “I 
pray for each child each 
morning,” she says. “Usually 
I touch their desk and ask God to help me think about some-
thing we can do that will make each child feel special.”

She prays for each student and then prays for each teacher, 
and for the mother who does the janitorial work each evening. 
Then she’s ready for the most important task of the day.

Her key rattles in the front door just as third-grader Ma-
rio runs up the steps. He’s always first because his grandpa 
drops him off on his way to work. She waves at Grandpa, and 
then gives Mario a high-five. They laugh together as she goes 
out to the sidewalk, where her “most important task of the 
day” is to greet the parents.

“I learn more beside the windows of cars than I could ever 
hope to learn in any other way,” she says.

“Did you know that the Jacksons have a new pony, and it’s 
not eating well? Or that Mrs. Greenlaw’s family is really wor-
ried about Grandma’s cancer? Or that Mark got into poison 
oak Sunday and will be itching up a storm all week? That’s 
what I learn at the cars.”

I chuckled and asked, “How is that the most important task?”

“Easy,” she answered. 
“Every morning I remind 
parents that our job is to 
make this the safest place 
in the world for chil-
dren to fall in love with 
Jesus. Nothing is more 
important than for them 
to see my smile, hear the 
authentic interest in my 
questions, and recognize 
the personal honor I give 
them for being parents of 

some of the greatest kids in God’s kingdom.”
“How is there time for all that?”
“It doesn’t take time,” she laughed. “It takes transparent 

love. Sometimes all I do is make eye contact and wave, but of-
ten my wave begins a 15-second conversation that focuses my 
prayers, and helps us personalize our love for their child. Re-
member, these parents are allowing us to be their partners!”

She’s in front of the school every morning. Dozens of 
backpacks guided by her helping hands. Tears and a prayer at 
the window of an old Toyota. Shouted celebrations beside an 
orange VW. Lots of waves and honks. Twenty-five minutes of 
trust-building.

And then it’s over. She takes a couple deep breaths and 
dashes for her classroom.

“Look up � Corinthians 5:1� in The	Message,” she says, “that 
guides all of my work.”

“God’s love is the first and last word in everything I do.”

Dick Duerksen is the official storyteller for Maranatha Volunteers 
International. Readers may contact Dick at ddureksen@maranatha.org. 

The Most Important 
Task of the Day

b y  d i c k  d U e r k s e n

She arrives at the school an hour and ten minutes before classes are to begin and parks in a tiny spot without a 

reserved sign. She’s early because it takes �5 minutes to drive if she leaves home at six, 90 minutes if she leaves 

later, and then she’d be late for her most important task of the day.
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ADVENTISM
The

of
The Best 

Sabbath Ever

Modern anthropology confirms 
that every culture gives high regard 
to communal worship. It must be 
important to God as evidenced by 
His provision of a physical place of 
worship and His repeated appeals 
to draw all people together to Him-
self. The religious leaders of Jesus’ 
day did not allow certain individu-
als to join community worship. Je-
sus’ practice of inclusion stood in 
marked contrast to their restrictive 
and oppressive natures, and He was 
quick to speak to their error in mis-
representing His Father. 

As a young Christian, I was 
oblivious to the endless streams of 
blessings flowing into my life each 
Sabbath as my parents and my seven 
siblings participated in Sabbath school, the worship service, 
fellowship dinners and Adventist Youth programs. I yearned 
to be with my community peers and take part in their Sat-
urday escapades. Often, I felt ashamed to report at school 
on Monday morning that I was forced to visit the “old folks 
homes” while my classmates went to movies, sporting events 
and each other’s no-parents-present homes. Though we 
were good friends, they believed I spent too much time in 
church. To this day, they respectfully call me “church boy.”

Some time ago, I experimented with “techno-wor-
ship.” I surfed the Web for whatever “spiritual wave” I 

might find. It satisfied some of 
my spiritual curiosity, but when I 
actually attended services, I no-
ticed a calming of my thoughts 
and spirit. Today, numerous 
international scientific studies 
document that regular worship 
attendance promotes balanced 
mental and emotional health. 
Even when I came to worship 
reluctantly, with wrong attitudes 
or motives, God honored His 
promise, “I will fill you with joy 
in My presence and with eter-
nal pleasures at My right hand” 
(Psalm 16:11 NIV).

Like the Psalmist, I am glad 
that I can physically go into the 
House of the Lord and worship 

the Lord of the Sabbath (Psalm 1��:1; Mark �:�8). But I 
have more to look forward to. One day, I will be able to wor-
ship before the throne at Jesus’ feet. And it won’t be a vi-
carious experience through some virtual reality technology. 
“ ‘From one New Moon to another and from one Sabbath to 
another, all mankind will come and bow down before me,’ 
says the LORD” (Isaiah 66:��). And that will be the best 
Sabbath ever! 

Cynthia and J.W. Warren co-founded Spring Hope Ministries to celebrate and 
promote the joys and benefits of the Adventist lifestyle. They have three adult 
children and reside in Berrien Springs, Michigan. 

Radio, television, DVDs, online streaming and podcasting have made it possible to reach people with the 

gospel through creative means. What God has provided as powerful tools to connect with the unreachable, 

some may use as a substitute for physically participating in the experience of shared corporate worship. 

Even in the early church, before technology provided an alternative, this issue of neglecting corporate worship was a 

concern. “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and 

all the more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:�5).

b y  c y n t H i a  a n d  J . W.  W a r r e n
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SHARING our HOPE

The Lord blessed  us 
abundantly through the  
prayers, donations and 
encouragement of many.  
Bloomington      members 
prayed earnestly for the 
meetings and helped 
with whatever was need-
ed. The Indiana Confer-
ence gave godly counsel, 
funding, support and 
prayers. The IU Student Association also supported mon-
etarily, and it was the first time in the history of IU for a 
religious group to receive school funding for an event like 
this. AS�C was thankful and glad to have a Father who 
provided everything they needed. 

To advertise for the evangelism, 
the group covered the whole cam-
pus with posters and invitation 
handbills for two weeks. The Lord 
brought more than 1�0 non-Ad-
ventist students to the meetings, 
and most of them were atheists or 
agnostics. 

At the end of the first meet-
ing when the speaker asked, “How 
many of you were challenged by 
tonight’s presentation that it made you reconsider your 
belief on God’s existence?” a handful of people raised 
their hands. Each night, the meeting became more intense 
in its subject and content with presentations on Jesus as 

God, the Bible as the 
inspired Word of God, 
false teachings of the 
evolution and God as 
the Creator. There were 
some people upset at 
what was going on who 
wrote angry letters to the 
school newspaper and to 
Jed, stating how wrong 
he was. However, as the 

Bible says, some seed fell on good soil and grew. 
Several people signed up for Bible studies, some wrote 

e-mails to ask questions and some are attending the AS�C 
follow-up Sabbath meetings. Some of the Adventist stu-
dents who had not been coming to church are now join-

ing for Sabbath worship and mid-
week Bible studies. There were some 
students who were not able to come 
to the meetings but had interest in 
learning more about the Adventist 
Church, and they are now attending 
weekly services. 

Isn’t this amazing? The Lord used 
AS�C to reach His precious children 
at IU. Praise the Lord! Please pray 
for the seeds sown at IU and for our 

group (AS�C) as we continue to shine our lights so we will 
remain faithful until the end. Maranatha! 

Abigail Koo is a Mission IN: Possible missionary on the Indiana University 
campus in Bloomington this year and AS4C president.

Shining Light on Campus
b y  a b i g a i L  k o o

These are a few of many questions that challenge the skeptical minds in a society that defies Christianity. At 

Indiana University (IU) in Bloomington, the Adventist Students for Christ (AS�C) decided to take on the 

calling to defend their faith on campus by organizing a week-long evangelistic series in February. Speaking 

on the theme, “Examining the Evidence: A Serious Look at God,” Jed Lee, a lay evangelist from Portland, Oregon, drew 

on his legal training as he presented the nightly topics.

In February, the Adventist Students for Christ (AS4C) group from the Bloomington 
Church presented a week-long evangelistic series at Indiana University-Bloomington. 
The meetings were attended by more than 120 non-Adventist students, most of which 
were atheists or agnostics. 

Jed Lee, a lay evangelist from Portland, Oregon, shared 
Bible truths with students on the Bloomington campus.

Does	God	really	exist?	How	can	you	prove	it?	Doesn’t	science	contradict	the	Bible?	Is	it	really	logical	to	believe	in	God? 
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CONEXIONES
e n  e s p a Ñ o L

El ministerio tuvo su comienzo 
en el año 198� cuando el pastor Juan 
J. Suárez se sintió impresionado a 
grabar y compartir los sermones 
de los campestres hispanos de la 
Asociación del Greater	 New	 York en 
el campamento Berkshire. Este 
ministerio, conocido en aquel 
tiempo como Ministerio Hispano 
de Casetes, grabó y distribuyó por 
varios años sermones de diferentes 
oradores. A través de más de 
�0 años, el ministerio se ha ido 
expandiendo de tal manera que 
en la actualidad distribuye sus materiales a países fuera 
de los Estados Unidos como México, España, Guatemala, 
Colombia, Panamá, República Dominicana, Alemania, 
Inglaterra, Italia y Australia. 

El pastor Suárez, al relatar el desarrollo del ministerio, 
enfatiza la participación de su hijo Juan Suárez, Jr., quien es 
ahora el presidente de la empresa. Con la participación de 
“Johnny” se decidió mudar el ministerio a Berrien Springs, 
en el estado de Michigan. Allí obtuvieron una oficina que 
remodelaron para que fuese su centro de operaciones. Con el 
tiempo tuvieron que emplear a más personas, establecieron 
el sitio cibernético (www.ppvida.com) y consiguieron el 
número de teléfono 866-77�-9�68 donde reciben muchos 
de sus pedidos. 

Al escuchar la historia de la 
empresa y ver sus instalaciones 
quedé muy impresionado de la 
manera en que Dios ha bendecido 
Pan	 de	 Vida. Yo creo que una de 
las razones por las cuales este 
ministerio ha prosperado es porque 
la familia, tanto la esposa como los 
hijos, han prestado su apoyo. Al ver, 
en especial, al hijo tomar el timón y 
hacerse cargo de la misión de este 
ministerio recordé las instrucciones 
halladas en Deuteronomio 11 dónde 
Dios dice lo siguiente:

“Por	 tanto,	 pondréis	 estas	 palabras	 mías	 en	 vuestro	 corazón	 y	 en	
vuestra	alma.	...	Las	enseñaréis	a	vuestros	hijos,	hablando	de	ellas	sentado	
en	 tu	 casa	 o	 andando	 por	 el	 camino,	 cuando	 te	 acuestes	 y	 cuando	 te	
levantes.” (Deuteronomio 11:18, 19).

Me parece que lo que más alegría da a un padre cristiano 
es ver a los hijos ir por los caminos de Dios, especialmente 
cuando ve que ese camino los lleva a ser instrumentos para 
la ganancia de almas.

Producciones	Pan	de	Vida	es un ejemplo de cómo Dios nos 
bendice cuando nos disponemos a hacer su voluntad y 
cuando somos fieles en guiar a nuestros hijos para hacer lo 
mismo.

Carmelo Mercado es el vicepresidente general de la Unión del Lago.

Pasando el pan 
del padre al hijo

“Mucho	más	poderosa	que	cualquier	sermón	predicado	es	la	influencia	de	un	verdadero	hogar	en	los	corazones	y	las	vidas	de	los	hombres.	
Al	salir	de	semejante	hogar	paterno,	los	jóvenes	enseñarán	las	lecciones	que	en	él	hayan	aprendido.	De	este	modo	penetrarán	en	otros	hogares	
principios	más	nobles	de	vida,	y	una	influencia	regeneradora	obrará	en	la	sociedad” (El Ministerio de Curación, pág. �7�).

p o r  c a r M e L o  M e r c a d o

El pastor Juan J. Suárez con su hijo, Juan, Jr., en la 
dedicación de la empresa Pan de Vida.

En el mes de marzo fui invitado a la dedicación oficial de una nueva empresa cristiana llamada Producciones	Pan	de	

Vida. Hasta ese día lo único que yo sabía de esa empresa era que producía los CDs de las lecciones de Escuela 

Sabática y otros recursos del pastor Alejandro Bullón. Cuando asistí al evento junto con otros administradores 

de la Iglesia Adventista, descubrí algunos datos muy interesantes acerca del origen y desarrollo de dicha empresa.

Vi s i t  w w w. L a k e Un i o n He r a l d . o r g 	 L a k e  U n i o n  H e r a L d   •   Ju n e  2 0 0 8   |  1�



A Heart for Children

Marian Brazzell teaches in a one-room church school in Marion, Illinois. If you asked her while she was 

in academy if she planned to be a teacher, Marian would have told you no (even though she joined 

the Teachers of Tomorrow club so she could spend more time with her boyfriend back then). 

She married about a year after high school, and Marian 
put her plans for college on hold for a while. Two daugh-
ters were born, and they kept her busy. Before long, Marian 
enrolled in correspondence classes with plans to become a 
social worker. But soon she realized she shouldn’t pursue 
that career path; she knew she would want to take each of 
the children home with her. Marian had a heart for chil-
dren, but didn’t yet know God’s plan for her life.

When her daughter, Heidi, enrolled in school, Marian 
went along. She was curious about what was happening 
there, and volunteered to help the teacher one day a week. 
Marian became valuable to the school, and before long 
ended up helping every day. 

A job transfer for her husband brought the family back 
to Indiana from Kansas, and Marian continued to look for 
ways to help in schools. One day, while she was helping a 
teacher, Marian thought, “Hey, I could do this.” 

So Marian enrolled her two daughters in the Blooming-
ton church school, �0 minutes from her home, and then 
registered herself at Indiana University a few days later. 
Registration day was confusing, Marian remembers, but 
somehow God helped her through the challenges of regis-

tering for school, locating classes and discovering a new job 
to fill her time between classes.

It was a sacrifice for Marian to keep her daughters in 
Christian education while she pursued her own education 
goals. During this time, her husband experienced some 
health challenges and was forced to retire from his work 
with the government. But through it all, God provided for 
their needs with unexpected job opportunities for Marian. 
Just ask her some time about the professor who purchased 
a computer so she could work from home.

Marian’s original plans were to work in special education 
when she graduated from college. With this in mind, she 
chose special education schools for her practicums. Marian 
loves helping children, especially those whom she sees with 
a need. Perhaps that is what also drew her to leadership 
positions in the Bedford Pathfinder club and Girl Scouts.

It was the end of her senior year at Indiana University. 
Marian was at Timber Ridge Camp for a Pathfinder week-
end. On Sunday, Marian says they were building fires. She 
remembers being covered with dirt and grime. That’s when 
Archie Moore, then Indiana Conference superintendent 
of schools, approached her to inquire if she was interested 

b y  d i a n e  t H U r b e r

Adventist Education in the Lake Union 
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in interviewing to teach at the Bloomington church school 
later that day. Her response was, “I’ve honestly never 
thought about it, because I never planned on teaching at 
a church school.”

Marian’s friend learned of the opportunity and strongly 
encouraged her to pursue it. So Marian went to the inter-
view that day—still “covered with carbon” from fire build-
ing. 

Later that day, Marian received news that the teach-
ing job in Bloomington was hers, if she wanted it. Before 
responding, she prayed and sought her husband Roger’s 
counsel. He encouraged her by saying, “I think you ought 
to go for it.” She took that as a sign that God was leading. 

Since that first teaching job at the Bloomington church 
school, Marian has been offered teaching opportunities 
in places like Tennessee, North Carolina and Montana. 
She finally accepted her next teaching position in an Ohio 
Conference Adventist school, before transferring to the 
Illinois Conference, where she is now. At these schools, 
Marian’s passion for special education and outdoor educa-
tion shaped her teaching style. 

Marian enjoys students with special needs. She sees spe-
cial qualities in each child. Marian says, “We’re all unique. 
If we were all the same, wouldn’t that be boring? And I 
don’t think God wants us to be bored. I think just because 
someone has a problem learning one area doesn’t mean 
they’re not great in other areas.” Marion believes it’s her 
job to give her students incentive and desire, and show 
them “Hey, you can do this!” And she believes there are 
multiple ways to accomplish this.

Step into Marian’s classroom, and you will see sand, used 
by her youngest students as they first learn to draw letters. 
Or you might see Play-Doh. Marian likes the children to 
get messy as they learn. She says, “That’s why I like outdoor 
school. I’m a big fan of outdoor school, outdoor education, 
nature, anything I can do to get my kids out in the dirt. My 
kids leave [school] dirty all the time. ... I tell parents, ‘Don’t 
put kids in nice clothes because they’re going to be painting 
or dirty or messy or something.’” 

Marian likes to individualize learning for each child. She 
says, “Some people get sounds, some people learn by rules, 
but we don’t learn the same way.” Marian is often at school 
by 6:�0 a.m. and stays until late at night, so she can indi-
vidualize her students’ assignments for the day. 

It is Marian’s personal challenge to see her students’ 
needs are met. She says, “I don’t feel fulfilled if their needs 
are not met. ... I delight when I see the light bulbs go on. 
It’s exciting to see when [something] finally clicks.”

Marian remembers her own school days, when math was 
a challenge. Because she didn’t understand some concepts, 
she felt frustrated and recalls thinking, there	has	to	be	a	reason	
behind	this. She says it was only when she enrolled in math 
class in college she recognized she did have the ability to do 
math, and thought, Hey,	I’m	not	stupid	after	all. 

In an era when some schools are eliminating the arts 
from their curriculum, Marian wants to be sure her stu-
dents are exposed to drama and music. The drama taught 
focuses on the life of Christ. Marian says, “The drama we 
do teaches children to be leaders for tomorrow. They need 
to be in the church; they need to be in the front of the 
church. They need to start early, so they’re not afraid to be 
up there. It needs to be a very natural feeling.” 

Her students have been involved in writing and per-
forming musicals. And they try to have songs ready to 
perform in church each month. The students are learning 
to play guitar, recorders, bells and a psaltery. Marian pur-
chased many of the instruments used by the students with 
her money. 

Since the students have also learned sign language, they 
often sign the songs they sing. Marian says, “Music makes 
me feel spiritual, so I want to give them a musical basis. I 
hope if I get them interested they’ll go off and do great 
things on their own.” Next year, it’s her plan to have a 
“string band.”

One reason Marian enjoys teaching in a church school is 
because she likes to pray with her students. She says, “We 
start our morning with prayer requests. Sometimes our 
prayer requests go �0 to �0 minutes. Sometimes it’s ten. 
But that’s children sharing from their heart what their con-
cerns are, and what my concerns are. And there is a bond, 
a spiritual bond that cannot be broken. If it’s in the middle 
of the day and something goes wrong, and we’re having a 
really bad day, we can stop and pray about it, and things get 
better. You can’t do that in public school.”

As Marian looks back on how God has directed her life, 
she believes He has been with her every step of the journey. 
She says, “All the way through, God has put me where I 
needed to be. ... We pray about it, and God puts us where 
we’re supposed to be.” Along the way, she has found bless-
ings, too—many came in the form of friends God sent to 
encourage her. 

Diane Thurber is the assistant communication director of the Lake Union 
Conference.

This story was adapted from a video-taped interview by Gary Burns, 
communication director of the Lake Union Conference. 
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Teaching by Example

To serve God is Tom Huntress’ whole purpose in life. He came to that realization as a teen. “I can go back 

to my youth and tell exactly when, and who it was, who directed me into wanting to work for God,” Tom 

reflects with fondness.

Tom’s mother was a first generation Adventist, and she 
gave him a lot of encouragement. She provided an oppor-
tunity for Tom to go to an Adventist school when he was 
in eighth grade. That had a profound influence. His youth 
leaders, and what he describes as a really neat pastor, made 
a relationship with Jesus and the vocation of working for 
God sound appealing. They portrayed the life of service to 
God as anything but boring. Tom saw it as a life of adven-
ture filled with new challenges around every corner. 

“I think if I had not had those influences, my life would 
have been very different. I would say that is probably the 
most important or pivotal experience.”

But the course of Tom’s life did not go the direction he 
thought it would. “I remember [at an Adventist school 
one year] we all sat in a circle [and] told the teacher what 
our dreams were. And I tell you my dream was not to be a 
teacher. I was going to be a doctor.”

Tom registered as a business major in college. While 
there, he had opportunities to serve as a substitute teacher 
and work at an academy one year as a task force worker. 

With those experiences, he pursued education as a sec-
ondary interest. But then, he got a job offer that put him 
in the classroom in the middle of the year.

“That sealed the deal for me,” he recalls. “I got to work 
with middle school students who, despite everyone’s be-
lief, are the greatest kids in the world.

“There is one word that can help you be equipped to 
deal with almost anything the day’s going to bring, and 
that’s ‘respect.’ Often, we see the middle school kids as a 
challenge. We build our defenses and we’re ready ... we’re 
going to go to war. We’ll carry our battle standards, and we 
forget that all good relationships start with that respect.

“It doesn’t matter what a kid brings into my classroom, 
respect is a need that they have. You approach that need 
[and] a lot of things will fall into place. They could be hav-
ing a troubled home life, they could be fighting with Mom 
and Dad. But if you approach [them] with respect, then 
you can start to see the strain melt. If you show respect, 
nine times out of ten you’re going to have success, and 
you’re going to meet their needs.”

b y  g a r y  b U r n s

Adventist Education in the Lake Union 

16   |  Ju n e  2 0 0 8   •   L a k e  U n i o n  H e r a L d  T h e  L a k e  Un i o n  He r a l d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e . 	



Tom’s teaching career took a significant turn while 
student teaching at a public school, “I remember ... the 
teacher I was with was well known and well respected, and 
she pulled me aside after the first couple of days and said, 
‘You’re doing things wrong. I notice that in the morn-
ing, you walk around the desks and talk to the kids. Don’t 
do that. That’s not what we do here. You get up. You do 
your lesson, and you have to be aloof. Don’t make connec-
tions.’ 

“I didn’t take her advice. I can’t do that. I want to make 
connections. I want to affect these lives. If not, why would 
I want to do this for 17 years?”

Tom’s teaching goes way beyond the subject—way be-
yond the classroom. He’s teaching the whole child in the 
context of society and church. The bell rings, and school’s 
over, but Tom’s job isn’t over.

Service outside the classroom is a main objective for 
Tom. “You would think that middle school kids would shy 
away from responsibilities at the church. My biggest prob-
lem is getting them to share responsibilities, because they 
all want to do it; they all want to lead in the service.

“Service for God—that’s why we’re here. What sepa-
rates us from public school? Our school motto, our mis-
sion statement, is ‘Preparing Leaders,’ and that’s exactly 
what we do. That is a personal mission for me. If I can 
get them in church, if I can get them at this age involved 
in children’s ministry, leading song service, giving a ser-
mon, they’re going to stay with the church. They’re going 
to continue that desire for service to God. We often just 
shy away from that: ‘Oh, no, they’re kids, they won’t want 
to do it.’ We’ll let our adults take over. Man, no! I’d love to 
see it if we got more kids as junior officers, because they 
add an incredible element. Anything I can do to get them 
working for the church, I think they make that connection 
and stay in the church longer. Now they see a reason for 
it. It’s not just entertainment where they’re going to hear a 
sermon; they’re part of it.” 

It’s that kind of commitment that provides opportuni-
ties to influence students to be better persons—persons 

who have skills to serve God, to have discernment, to 
know what’s right and wrong. “People in the real world 
want somebody more than just a person who knows their 
math. They want a person who has integrity, who has val-
ues, who knows how to react in social situations, who’s not 
going to complain but can bring out the positive in a team. 
Even non-Christian entities are looking for that.”

Part of Tom’s teaching style is debriefing over actions 
and events. He believes that making mistakes and making 
bad decisions is all a part of learning. Learning this way 
gives opportunity to develop critical thinking rather than 
being mere reflectors of others’ ideas. Kids take more re-
sponsibility.

“Today we had a spat, and kids got angry at each other. 
We had to sit down and [I asked them], ‘Okay, did you 
get what you wanted? Is that really how you want to be 
remembered? If you had a chance to do that a different 
way, how would you do it? How would you really want to 
be recognized for handling this problem?’”

Tom knows his modeling is working when a parent 
comments, “You know, something weird happened last 
night. My daughter didn’t fight with me when I asked her 
to study. What’s going on?” 

“The kids don’t see it happening,” Tom observes, “but 
Mom and Dad, they start to catch on after awhile.”

When asked how he came to be this way, Tom was quick 
to reply, “God. He changed me. That’s the only reasonable 
[explanation]—His inner working. I can’t do this on my 
own. I didn’t learn this approach. People I grew up with 
had the approach of disrespect and demanding [attitudes]. 
That wasn’t working, so I think God led me to a different 
way. I think He gave me discernment.

“My prayer every morning when we get together at the 
beginning of the day is, ‘Help something to happen today, 
Lord, that will affect us and bring us a better understand-
ing of you—a better relationship.’”

Gary Burns is the communication director of the Lake Union Conference.

Tom Huntress teaches grades six to eight at Door Prairie Adventist School 
in La Porte, Indiana. 
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An Awesome Responsibility

Yanina Jimenez has a rich Adventist heritage. Her great grandparents lived on a farm in Argentina. One 

day a colporteur came to their farm and gave them Bible studies. They learned about faith in God and 

were baptized. They passed their new faith on to each generation.

Ever since Yanina was six years old, she wanted to be 
a teacher. Instead of playing with dolls, she played with 
paper and pencil and dreamed of one day studying in the 
university to be a teacher. There were no teachers in her 
family, so she believes God just put the desire in her heart 
to be a teacher.

When Yanina finished her secondary education, she 
decided to attend an Adventist university. Her boyfriend 
was studying theology at the Seminary, and told her of an 
opportunity where she could work in ministry during the 
summer, doing the very thing that led her great grandpar-
ents to Jesus. Not only would it be a good experience, but 
she could earn money toward her tuition.

Reflecting on that summer experience, Yanina said, “I 

knew the Lord closely, and I learned how to love Jesus. 
That’s when I learned that Jesus is with me—right here 
with me, all the time. When I am teaching, when I am at 
home, when I am alone, He is with me.”

When Yanina completed her education, she had expec-
tations as to what kind of teaching career she would have. 
Yanina smiled when she recalled her first day in her own 
classroom. “I wanted to be a teacher for the older ones, for 
the upper graders—six through eight, eight to 11—but my 
first job was last year, a teacher for first graders. I didn’t 
want to be a teacher for first graders, because I studied 
[for] and I had in mind to be a teacher for the upper grad-
ers. I prayed and I prayed, and that’s when I discovered 
my great love for the little ones. I don’t have children yet, 
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and because of that, I want to have children now, my own 
children.”

Yanina was prepared to teach the older children and 
had thought teaching the younger ones would be a more 
difficult challenge. “It’s easier,” she confessed, “because 
their hearts are open to the love of God. [It] is easier to 
talk about Jesus with the little ones. That’s why Jesus said, 
‘Let the little children come to me.’ With the upper grad-
ers you have to look for [other] ways to show them the 
spiritual world.”

This year, Yanina is teaching third and fourth grade. “I 
love these children,” she says with delight. “They are mine. 
I don’t have children yet, but I love them like my own. I 
have 1� children.”

When asked if she would ever consider teaching in the 
public school system, Yanina replied, “No, because I can’t 
think about teaching math without talking about Jesus. If 
I am teaching science, how can I not open my mouth and 
say, ‘God created this world, God created this flower, the 
ground, the air—everything we have God created?’ So, no, 
because we have to integrate faith and learning in every 
subject—spelling, handwriting, social studies. They have 
to see God throughout history.”

Another concern Yanina has relates to social relation-
ships. She observes, “For example, if [students] are fight-
ing in the gym, I can go and speak to them. ‘Why are you 
fighting?’ I say, ‘Sorry, don’t you know that Jesus doesn’t 
want you to fight? Let’s be friends. What is your problem? 
Okay, let’s pray.’ In the public system, we don’t have that 
opportunity.”

Yanina recognizes that teaching in an Adventist 
school is a great responsibility. “We are working, not for 
a conference, not for a union; we are working for God. 
We serve the Lord. These children belong to God. He is 
their Father. That is why we have to be careful, because 
we have a great privilege, but we have a great responsi-
bility. What if we had to teach these children in front of 
their parents? We are, because God is watching us and 
God is the Father of these children. That’s why we have 
to be careful how we treat these children—how we teach 

these children. If we do our best for God, we can do our 
best for our principal.”

This personal relationship and accountability with God 
is a deep conviction for Yanina. She believes that if teach-
ers see themselves as working for a principal or superin-
tendent, then it is tempting to work to please them only 
when they are watching. “But if I am thinking, God is with 
me, the Holy Spirit is here with me—He’s taking notes of 
what I am doing, that is the best way to think and how we 
can do our best—every time, every second.”

A common theme for all of the teachers we interviewed 
was the importance of prayer. “Prayer for me is every-
thing,” Yanina says. “When I come to this classroom, I 
pray for each one of my students.”

She keeps a prayer list, making notations of each of the 
children’s needs. And when she gets home, Yanina pres-
ents each child’s needs to God in prayer.

Why does Yanina invest so much time in specific inter-
cessory prayer? “Because,” she says, “they are asking me, 
‘Please pray for me.’ So we have to pray as a teacher for 
each one of them.”

The testimonies of her students have convinced Yanina 
of the power of prayer. “I have a student, and she was strug-
gling too much with math, and I started praying and pray-
ing and praying. She, now, is the best in math. So prayer is 
playing a very important role in the lives of these children. 
We ask God, ‘Please help me with this child.’ And with it, 
we do our part because we have to work hard.

“When we seek God first, [He gives us] excellence. 
My children know me—that I can pray for them. But if 
they don’t do their homework...” she smiles. “They have 
to bring it in on time. They have to study for their test. 
They have to do their part and they have to work hard.” 
Her philosophy of excellence is articulated on her lanyard, 
“Quality Education from a Christian Perspective.”

Gary Burns is the communication director of the Lake Union Conference.

Yanina Jimenez teaches third and fourth grades at South Suburban School 
in Park Forest, Illinois. 
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Working for the Lord

David Carter received a phone call one day that changed his life. He was working at a lumber mill when 

Ray Davis, the principal of Great Lakes Adventist Academy (GLAA), called. It was a Friday, right 

before the 1991–199� school year began. A teacher had just resigned, and Ray scrambled to find a 

replacement. Ray finally reached David and asked him to come help out at the school for one year, until a permanent 

teacher could be located to teach chemistry and anatomy. David and his wife Gina agreed, “We can do anything for a 

year,” and began to pack quickly for the move from New England to Michigan.

The Carters left behind the beautiful New England ge-
ography and many of Gina’s family members. They were 
enjoying living in close proximity to Gina’s parents, since 
they had not lived near them while in school or when Gina 
was a student missionary. However, not long after David 
and Gina moved, Gina’s parents moved as well, just a few 
months later. 

What began as a one-year agreement with the academy 
has turned into 17 years of dedicated service. It has been a 
journey that surprised even David. He says, “My dad was 
a teacher, and I knew from that, that I did not want to be 
a teacher. For me, [teaching] was not a profession I was 
interested in. I made no preparations whatsoever to be a 
teacher. I went through college and got my degree and did 
all the studying and learning. ... But through a series of 
providential circumstances the Lord brought us here to 

this school. I thought we would just be filling in for a year, 
but it ended up being a real blessing, and I enjoyed teach-
ing and I really enjoyed the students, and the Lord kept 
us here.”

Being a teacher or staff member at a boarding academy 
takes a lot of effort, but David views it as a blessing from 
the Lord: “It does take a lot of effort, but it’s a lifestyle, a 
commitment. We’ve adopted that lifestyle and stuck with 
it, and it’s been good for us. There are a lot of stresses to 
it, and it takes energy and time, but [the students] are fun 
and really enjoyable. It’s not a terrible job. It’s not drudg-
ery by any means. I never ever dread going to school in 
the morning.”

David always looks for ways to integrate whatever 
he comes across to enhance his classes. He likes to read 
and experience various things that he knows will benefit 
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his students. One example of this is when he obtained a 
drinking water license and wastewater license. He says, 
“Those are things that I have found very useful in my en-
vironmental science class. I can tell [the students] this is 
what we do and this is why, and it’s just good experience 
and knowledge to have. For me, I try to use every part of 
my life to somehow benefit the way I’m working in my 
classroom.”

Teaching science at GLAA provides an opportunity for 
David to incorporate lessons of faith also. David says, “We 
don’t treat [science] just as science. We look at it also as a 
matter of faith, because I believe science always builds our 
faith. I don’t think we need to have [science] to have faith, 
but for me there’s a lot of things that I see and read about 
and learn about that do strengthen my faith. I try to bring 
that across in my classroom. I talk about the marvelous 
things the Lord has done for us in our bodies, especially, 
and nature. Those are areas it’s really easy to integrate 
faith and learning. In other areas, where you’re dealing 
with calculations and all that kind of stuff, I guess the faith 
comes across more in patience and perseverance.”

David’s goal is to try to “generate good young people,” 
and he says, “I think we do have good ones, and we want 
them to be smart besides.” He challenges students to do 
their best, rather than focus on performing for a test. Da-
vid says, “My goal is that they will learn to the best of their 
ability, and learn the material, so when they leave and they 
have some particular class on their transcript, that they 
have actually gone through and been exposed to and hope-
fully even mastered it.”

Some of David’s students have an easier time than others 
meeting class goals. He says some have a greater math ap-
titude or inquisitive minds that want to know how things 
work. He is amazed at these students and their “remark-
able ability.” Other students struggle more. David says, “I 
try to encourage them. I work with them outside of class.” 
He sets aside a class period every other day so students 
can come work with him one on one. Or he’ll go over to 
the dorm or meet with them at rec to try to accommodate 
their learning needs the best he can. David says, “It is my 
goal to give everyone the best opportunity they want to 
take advantage of.”

This has been a remarkable school year spiritually at 
GLAA, David acknowledges. He sees the Lord bless the 
efforts of the students involved in planning spiritual ac-
tivities for the student body. David talks with his stu-

dents about the spiritual life on campus, and invites them 
to share prayer requests with one another in his classes. 
He says the students do share specific prayer requests on 
a regular basis, and “sometimes we see what appears to 
be fairly remarkable answers to prayer.” They continue 
to pray for the requests throughout the school year, and 
when prayers are answered, David says they have a “mo-
ment of thanks.”

David believes that teaching couldn’t be anything but a 
partnership with the Lord. He says, “If I do it by myself it 
will fail, so you know it only succeeds if the Lord is here 
lifting us up and giving us strength.”

Each day David prays for the Lord’s leading, and he be-
lieves there are specific ways the Lord helps him. He says 
the Lord gives him patience, and makes him aware of stu-
dents who may need a “bit of prayer.” David talks to stu-
dents one on one who seem to be having a difficult time. 
He says he can at least pray with them and just let them 
know somebody cares.

In reflecting on his years of teaching, David is struck by 
the fact that Christian education is worth it. That’s why he 
plans to send his daughter, Jill, to GLAA next school year. 
David believes parents should encourage their students to 
choose their associations wisely, since the company they 
keep can directly affect their lives. He also admonishes 
parents to cautiously make decisions about home enter-
tainment. And he believes putting your child in a Chris-
tian environment is a necessity, not an option. While 
David recognizes a child’s outcome has much to do with 
personal choices, he strongly believes in providing them 
with every available advantage.

Seventeen years after arriving in Michigan, David says, 
“I love this conference. It’s a great place. I like the peo-
ple here. I didn’t know what to expect when I moved to 
Michigan. ... I’m glad my kids have been born here and call 
it home. I kind of call it home, too.”

While life is good in Michigan, David finds there are still 
challenges as a teacher at a boarding academy. He shares 
this counsel with other teachers: “Buy into the idea that 
you are serving, then serve and be happy about it. Work 
for the Lord.”

Diane Thurber is the assistant director of communication of the Lake Union 
Conference.

This story is adapted from a video-taped interview by Gary Burns, 
communication director of the Lake Union Conference. 

Vi s i t  w w w. L a k e Un i o n He r a l d . o r g 	 L a k e  U n i o n  H e r a L d   •   Ju n e  2 0 0 8   |  �1



Building Citizens 
for Heaven

Born in the Philippines to humble parents, Prima Glass says, “We were poor, but I consider myself rich be-

cause I have parents who are devoted to Jesus. They introduced me to God very early in life. I still remem-

ber that my mother always told me that if things get rough, you can always turn things over to Jesus.”

It’s not just in troubled times that Prima finds comfort. 
“God and I have a special close bond. That’s how close 
we are. He is like a very, very close friend. He is real to 
me—very real. I cannot explain to an atheist that there is 
God, but I know in my heart.”

From her earliest recollection, Prima has been fasci-
nated with the human brain. Recognizing her gift during 
high school, she planned to one day be a doctor—a brain 
surgeon. Because of her close, intimate relationship with 
God, she hoped to one day discover how the brain works 
and how God communicates with us.

As valedictorian and the recipient of a government 
scholarship, she entered the physical therapy program 
as a practical entry into medicine and to learn skills she 
planned to use as a missionary doctor in Africa. “God will 
support me,” she thought.

She was well on her way to realizing her dream. Two-
and-a-half years into the program, for some reason, ob-
stacle after obstacle appeared in her path—the biggest one 
being that some of her classes were scheduled on Sabbath. 

Determined she must honor the Sabbath that had con-
tributed so much to her close relationship with God, she 
decided to attend the Adventist college. Since the college 
offered nursing instead of physical therapy, she chose to 
transfer to the nursing program.

Early in the morning on the day of registration, she be-
gan the long walk from her dorm to the College of Nurs-
ing. As she left her dorm she was met by her dean who 
inquired, “Where are you going?”

“I’m going to the College of Nursing,” Prima replied 
cheerfully. “I’m going to shift from physical therapy to 
nursing.”

To her puzzlement, the dean replied, “I think it’s better 
for you to go to the College of Education. I think you’re 
going to be a wonderful teacher.”

“What?” Prima objected. “I don’t think so. I don’t want 
to be a teacher.”

With that, Prima headed across campus to the College 
of Nursing. Along the way she met the algebra professor. 
“Where are you going?” she asked.
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“I’m going to the College of Nursing. I’m going to take 
up nursing,” Prima responded with a determined voice.

“I don’t think so,” the professor replied matter-of-fact-
ly. “I was in your Sabbath school class last Sabbath. I think 
you’re going to be a wonderful teacher. You have to go to 
the College of Education. You’re going to be a teacher.”

“God, are you talking to me?” Prima began a private 
conversation with God as she kept walking the long dis-
tance to the College of Nursing.

She met another person who asked the same question, 
“Where are you going?” She replied less confidently, “To 
the College of Nursing.”

When she arrived, who should be at the door but her 
pastor. “Why are you here?” he asked.

“I’m going to enroll. I’m going to take up nursing.” And 
he said, “I don’t think you belong here. You have to go to 
the College of Education,” pointing across campus. “You’re 
going to be a wonderful teacher.”

She continued her conversation with her ever-present 
companion, “Okay, God, I finally got your message. You 
want me to be a teacher.”

Prima is now in her ninth year of teaching with no 
doubt in her mind. “It was very clear that God has called 
me to teaching ministry,” she says confidently. “That’s why 
I enjoy it so very much. I am very happy. The sense of ful-
fillment is priceless, because I know every day that He is 
with me and I’m doing His work. I’m doing exactly what 
He wanted me to do. That’s what I feel every day. I feel 
really close to Jesus.”

Prima is still fascinated with the brain and continues to 
want to learn more. She is still working with minds, not 
as a surgeon, but as a teacher—molding them in different 
ways. Working with children whose minds and learning 
patterns differ is no less challenging than being a brain 
surgeon. She uses various methods to reach different 
minds. 

Meeting each of the children’s needs in a special way 
creates additional work. “It is easier to just [say], ‘Okay, 
this is what you’re going to do today,’ and everybody will 
do the same thing. But I don’t think that’s going to help 
the children.” 

She uses music and art and varies her lesson plans each 
day to meet the needs of various learning styles. Prima 
says, “That’s the way God relates to us, so that’s what I 
do. It’s hard, I’ll tell you; it’s very hard, but that’s the way 
they learn.”

Preparing lesson plans for three grade levels with five 
or six different reading levels is a challenge, but Prima has 
been motivated by what happens in the lives of her stu-
dents. “I see their progress, so that’s my reward—they’re 
learning. We don’t just teach, the children have to learn.”

At the beginning, Prima was working in her classroom 
nearly every day until seven or eight at night. Now, with a 
new baby in the home, God has helped her become more 
efficient and also make her own family a priority. But oc-
casionally there is an exception—like today. Prima is pre-
paring an area on the floor in the back of her classroom 
where tomorrow the children will make a solar system out 
of paper maché.

“I know my classroom will be in chaos,” she said laugh-
ingly, “but I know they are going to learn, and I know they 
are going to have fun. And that’s what makes it all worth 
[it]. So I’m going to do it.”

Probably one of Prima’s greatest rewards comes from re-
alizing the transformation that is taking place in the lives 
of her students that is having an effect in their home. Par-
ents have mentioned how encouraging it is to hear songs, 
verses from the Bible or little sayings that their children 
have learned at school. One parent reported that when 
she was feeling discouraged, her child told her, “Mom, it 
doesn’t matter what is happening in your life if you have 
Jesus.”

“It is the most exciting job you could ever have. I come 
to school in the morning groggy because I didn’t have 
enough sleep (something to do with having a baby), but 
once my students come in I feel like the Energizer Bunny. 
Once I see them I feel like a child again. I play with them, 
I jump rope with them, I run with them. That’s why I like 
teaching. I feel like a child again.”

Prima also has a serious side motivated by a sense of ur-
gency. “We’re not just preparing the children here to meet 
the challenges here on Earth, we are preparing them for 
eternity. We are helping them to build a relationship with 
God. Nothing else matters in this world but your relation-
ship with Jesus. I want the parents to see there is an eternal 
value in sending their children to a Seventh-day Adventist 
school, because we’re not only meeting their needs for this 
world, we are building citizens for Heaven. I think that’s 
the greatest investment a parent could ever have.”

Gary Burns is the communication director of the Lake Union Conference.

Prima Glass teaches grades one and two at Milwaukee Seventh-day 
Adventist School in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
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Never Give Up!

My family moved to Berrien Springs in the middle of my first grade school year, and I went from a 

one-room church school to the halls of Ruth Murdoch Elementary School (a laboratory school of 

Andrews University). On my first day of school, I remember feeling nervous and shy, but my fears 

were soon put to rest as my new teacher, Hilde Hasel, welcomed me to the classroom. She was always gentle and soft 

spoken, and made each student feel important and loved every day. Our mornings began with worship, singing songs 

like “Dare to be a Daniel” and “Lift Up the Trumpet.” Hilde told us stories about the ways she had seen God working 

in her own life, and taught us to trust Him in any situation we might face. 

The thing I remember the most about Hilde was that 
she made each of us feel that we had a special relationship 
with her and that she was genuinely interested in us as in-
dividuals. It was because of her Christlike example and her 
loving nature that she always stood out in my mind as my 
favorite teacher.

When I returned to Berrien Springs to study at An-
drews University, I was pleased to see that Hilde was 
still teaching. She retired at the end of this year, after �1 
years of teaching first and second grade at Ruth Murdoch 
Elementary. I recently had the opportunity to visit with 
Hilde about my favorite teacher’s career and her devotion 
to serving God and working with children. 

Hilde was preparing to enter the nursing field when 
her husband, a Seventh-day Adventist pastor in the Bos-

ton area, held a Vacation Bible School. It was Hilde’s first 
opportunity to work with children, and she realized she 
loved it. She thought, That’s	what	I	want	to	do.	I	want	to	dedicate	
my	 life—working	 with	 children. So, she decided to finish her 
degree in education instead of nursing. 

The Hasels applied for foreign mission, but it became 
evident that Berrien Springs was the mission field that 
God intended for them. Rather than teach in a foreign 
country, Hilde was able to instruct students from more 
than 60 countries at Ruth Murdoch Elementary. Working 
with students from various cultural backgrounds can be a 
challenge in the classroom.

As she recalls meeting that challenge, Hilde reflects, 
“What stands out the most is how God has taken me—I 
didn’t feel qualified to shape young people—that’s an awe-
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some responsibility. ... I give God the glory, and I think 
Wow!	What	I	could	do	with	these	children	all	these	years. ... I was a 
vessel for Him. To me, that’s just awesome!”

Hilde is able to relate to the students who come from 
other countries, perhaps more than many teachers, be-
cause she came from Austria when she was nine years 
old, and understands the difficulties in adjusting to a new 
culture and a new school. Hilde’s own experience helps 
her relate to her students and recognize the need to make 
adjustments in the curriculum to meet the needs of her 
international students.

“Sometimes young people will come back to me and 
say  ...  they appreciate what I’ve done  ...  and I don’t even 
remember that. But you see how God works through you 
as an individual, to me that is just amazing, and when I 
look back, that’s what I remember—how He has worked 
through me.”

To first and second graders, a teacher is so influential in 
shaping the child’s moral code, so the responsibility is even 
greater. Parents often share with Hilde just how much her 
standards affect their children. “We are all individuals and 
we all make mistakes; teachers make mistakes, but when 
you’re teaching first and second grade, they just look up to 
you like you’re on this pedestal, and you’re pretty perfect. 
And to me, that is just an awesome responsibility—and 
it’s scary. That’s why I need to start the day with prayer, 
and remember each of my children in prayer, and go from 
there; because you cannot, I cannot, do it on my own, I 
know.”

Trusting God for help doesn’t necessarily mean there 
are no doubts or frustrations. “Sometimes I stand there 
and I just think (because sometimes you don’t know what 
to say, or how to handle [it]). As a teacher you’re every-
thing: you’re a psychiatrist, you’re a psychologist, you’re a 
mom, you’re a nurse, you have all these things—and you 
have decisions, constantly, decisions to make, and its not 
always easy.”

When she has tried her best to reach a child, she comes 
to the point where she prays, “Lord you’ve got to take 
over.” She humbly admits, “Many times I feel like I was 
not able to do it totally; but on the other hand, it’s amaz-
ing when the year is up, that they do quite well in spite of 
myself.”

Teachers can feel frustrated when a focus on strategies, 
studies and techniques to meet particular student needs 
doesn’t seem to work.

Hilde’s secret is found in relationship. “I need to be 
connected with God continuously. If I ask God to help 
me, I have seen every time it works. ... I can connect and I 
can help this child. ... I’m thinking, Wow!	I	should’ve	done	this	
in	the	first	place.”

Hilde encourages her students’ relationship with God 
through prayer. “I’ll pray with them, praying as a group, so 
that they realize the awesomeness and how wonderful it 
is. God is never busy. You know, there’s never a busy signal. 
We can come to Him any time. And not just that, when 
we make mistakes He’s still there for us. ... I hope to instill 
that in the children.”

Her years of experience have taught her never to form 
judgments about a student. “Sometimes it’s easy to look at 
how a child behaves ... to judge the child by how he or she 
completes the assignments; or how he or she interacts with 
others. You think, Wow! and you kind of wonder. ... I have 
followed some of my students [and] I have learned one 
thing: never give up on a child, because you never know. 
One child that you think is not going to make it, is going 
to be a leader someday. I’ve seen that and it’s awesome. ... 
I think we as humans just don’t see the potential that God 
has for each of these children. So I have learned to just not 
make judgments on these children. I’ve learned to work as 
hard as I can (and I do feel that there is a responsibility 
for me there), but I’ve also learned to never give up on a 
child.  ...  Just because he’s like that for me for two years, 
doesn’t mean that he’s going to be like that when he gets to 
college or later on. That’s encouraging. You just don’t give 
up. God doesn’t give up on us either.”

Hilde has never given up on me. She has repeatedly 
pointed me to Christ. She cared enough to pray with me 
when I couldn’t understand math. She was willing to do 
whatever she could to try to get through to me. She be-
lieved in me. Teachers like Hilde, who demonstrate Christ 
so effortlessly, have had a profound influence on my life 
and make me realize how grateful I am for an Adventist 
education.

Josie Burns attends Andrews University. She is a senior English major with 
an emphasis in writing, and minors in French and communication. 
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From earache to 
coma to recovery
‘Miracle man’ better thanks to 
doctors, prayers

It was the worst earache George 
Garvin had ever experienced. 

The 7�-year-old Westchester man 
was preparing to head with his fam-
ily to their second home in Florida, in 
early January, when he asked his wife 
Martha to run to the pharmacy for ear 
medicine. Garvin took the medicine 
and felt some relief at first, but then his 
condition worsened. 

He went to bed complaining of ver-
tigo and woke up at 1 a.m. feeling even 
worse. In addition to the earache, he 
now had a backache and stomachache. 
About 90 minutes later, he was in the 
emergency room at Adventist Hinsdale 
Hospital. Not long after that, he lost 
consciousness. 

During a CAT scan doctors noticed 
air in Garvin’s brain. 

“We knew at that point it was 
something very serious,” Martha 
Garvin said of her family. 

Garvin then underwent an MRI 
and a spinal tap and was placed on a 
respirator. Richard Wiet, a neuro-otol-
ogist who treated Garvin at Adventist 
Hinsdale Hospital, conducted an 
emergency myringotomy—an ear inci-
sion—to relieve the pressure that was 
building and take a bacterial culture. 
The fluid he drained was sent to the 
microbiology laboratory and, later, a 
blood culture identified bacteria in the 
fluid that caused meningitis. 

During surgery, Wiet discovered 
spinal fluid in Garvin’s ear. 

His condition was caused by a 
bacterial infection that worsened over 
several days and became a raging infec-
tion, penetrating from his ear mastoid/
temporal bone toward his brain. Ed-
ward Sherman, the infectious diseases 
specialist who treated Garvin, called 
Garvin’s case a very unusual occurrence 

The odds were stacked against 
Garvin; a �0 to 60 percent mortality 
rate is associated with cases such as his, 
Wiet said. 

“His recovery is truly remarkable,” 
stated Wiet, who repaired a large ce-
rebral spinal fluid leak in his skull after 
Garvin regained consciousness. 

The Garvins praised their doc-
tors, who worked as a team to care for 
Garvin. 

“It took all of us working together,” 
Sherman said. 

Wiet agreed it was a team effort. 
Ravi Yalamanchi, an internal medicine 

specialist who treated 
Garvin, said Adventist 
Hinsdale Hospital is 
fortunate to have Wiet.

“If we didn’t have 
Dr. Wiet, I would have 
sent Mr. Garvin down-
town to one of the uni-
versity hospitals because 
of the complications,” 
Yalamanchi said. 

Martha Garvin 
didn’t realize just how 
serious the situation 
was until her husband 
recovered. 

“They never told me 
how bad it was until it 
was all over,” she said of 
the doctors and medical 
staff. “They had very 

little hope he would ever survive. And 
if he did survive, his brain would be 
mush. We had no idea what to expect.”

Garvin undergoes outpatient ther-
apy three times a week. He, his family 
and his doctors consider his recovery a 
miracle. 

“They call him the miracle man. 
The infectious disease doctors, the 
neurologists—they were all just amazed 
he came through this,” Martha Garvin 
said of her husband. “It’s quite a story.”

Lisa Parro, public relations specialist, 
Adventist Midwest Health 

of a very common problem—an ear 
and sinus infection. 

He was in a coma for eight days. 
During that time, his wife and five 
adult children gathered around his 
hospital bed, praying, singing hymns 
and reading scriptures aloud. 

“Faith is very important to our 
family,” Martha Garvin said. “We truly 
believe in the power of prayer.” 

The Garvins are active members 
in their church. Son Bart Garvin sent 
out a blast of e-mails to members of 
their church asking them to pray for 
his father. Their prayers were answered 

when Garvin regained consciousness. 
Martha Garvin recalls the moment 
with a smile. 

“When he began to come to just a 
little bit, I said, ‘George, I love you,’” 
Martha Garvin said. “And a tear trick-
led down his cheek.” 

Because the couple’s eldest daugh-
ter, Lorri Smith, is a nurse, she knew 
that interaction meant he was on the 
mend. 

“Mother, he knew who you are, he 
knew what you said and he responded 
appropriately,” Smith said at the time. 
“Dad is back.” 

Martha and George Garvin of Westchester are thankful for the care George 
received at Adventist Hinsdale Hospital in January. George nearly died from 
an ear and sinus infection that invaded his brain. 
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Lake Union regional 
event held for 
Adventist Robotics 
League Challenge
Three teams invited back for 
national invitational

Forty-two teams of Seventh-day 
Adventist students from across the 
Lake Union, including four teams 
from public schools in Berrien County, 
explored the fun side of math, phys-
ics, engineering and computing at the 
5th annual Adventist Robotics League 
Challenge in Benton Harbor, Mich., on 
Mon., Apr. 7. Students exercised their 
teamwork muscles by taking on this 
year’s challenge: Power Puzzle.

Each team, with names like Geek 
Squad, Robo Giddys and Positive 
Power Negative Energy, 
designed, built and pro-
grammed a robot. Judges 
from the Lake Union Con-
ference, Andrews University 
and the community evalu-
ated each team on research, 
presentation, teamwork, de-
sign and programming, and 
the success of their robot 
performing a complex task. 

But competition wasn’t 
the main focus: conquering 

the challenge was. 
“We did a practice 

round with our robot, 
and now we get a 
chance to try re-pro-
gramming it to make it 
work better in the final 
round,” said Lyndon 
Bradfield, an eighth-
grade student on the 
Robo Giddys team 
from Village Adventist 
Elementary School in 
Berrien Springs, Mich.

Three teams, 
Cloud Nine-� and 

Fusion both of Greater Lansing 
Adventist School, and Green Electri-
fiers of Holland Adventist Elementary 
School, were invited to participate in 
the national challenge of the North 
American Division Adventist Robot-
ics League Invitational on May 1� at 
the Howard Performing Arts Center 
on the campus of Andrews University. 
This event brings the top teams from 
across the North America Division 
together.

Bill Wolfer, chair of the engineer-
ing and computer science department 
at Andrews University and director of 
the Adventist Robotics League, says he 
hopes to get kids excited about science 
now, in hopes that they will one day 
“use robots to solve problems and build 
tools to solve other needs.”

Keri Suarez, public relations specialist, 
University Relations 

Church leaders 
convene at Andrews 
University for spring 
meeting

More than 150 administrators 
of the Seventh-day Adventist world 
church visited the Andrews University 
campus Apr. �-7 for the �008 Spring 
Meeting of the General Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists, a semi-an-
nual business meeting. The committee 
members included officers from the 
1� world divisions and administrators 
from the church headquarters, who 
together serve the 15 million members 
of the Adventist Church worldwide.

Jan Paulsen, president of the 
Seventh-day Adventist world church, 
was interviewed by Dwight K. Nelson, 
pastor of Pioneer Memorial Church, 
during services on Sabbath. Paulsen 
invited members of the community to 
watch the church business in action 
and shared one aspect of his work that 
brings him great personal joy.

“As I relate to the global fam-
ily—including children, there are 
some �5 million Adventists around the 
world—I am amazed at the dynamics 
which binds this family together,” said 
Paulsen.

Committee members spent four 
days on campus. During their stay, 
some met with members of their divi-
sion and many guests—some of whom 
had never before visited Andrews 

University. Guests took 
advantage of some of the 
things the campus has to 
offer, including the Horn 
Archaeological Museum, 
the Natural History Mu-
seum and the Center for 
Adventist Research.

Keri Suarez, public relations 
specialist, University Relations 
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Forty-two teams participated in the Lake Union regional 5th annual 
Adventist Robotics League in Benton Harbor, Mich. Three teams advanced 
to the national challenge, held on May 12. 

Dwight K. Nelson (right) interviews Jan Paulsen during Sabbath services.
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News
NHS chapter makes a 
difference

Michigan—The focus for the An-
drews Academy (AA) chapter of the 
National Honor Society (NHS) this 
year has been that one can make a dif-
ference in one’s school, neighborhood 
and the world.

Jason Lemon, NHS chapter 
president, and Jessica Anzures, NHS 
chapter vice president, challenged by 
the theme and motto of the AA NHS, 
“In His Service,” dreamed and visioned 
how this could be made a practical ex-
perience not only for the NHS mem-
bers but also for the entire school fam-
ily. While the NHS has been involved 
in various service projects through the 
years, this year saw an intentional focus 
on what an individual can do to make a 
difference.

The week of Nov. 5–9 was des-
ignated as “Cause Week” to raise 
awareness among the students and to 
encourage them to become involved 
in various local and global projects. 
Devotions on Monday introduced 
the theme for the week by emphasiz-
ing what a bottle of water can do. The 
Ezekiel Project, supported by students 
purchasing bottles of water from Alvin 
Glassford’s room, goes to fund Chris-
tian education for needy students in 
developing countries. It was started a 
number of years ago during a SOW 

Safari, Andrews Academy’s bien-
nial mission trip, when the academy 
students met a boy who was missing 
half a leg and couldn’t afford to go to 
school. The AA students rallied around 
Ezekiel and supported him for several 
years after which time contact, unfor-
tunately, was lost. However, the name 
and the overall goals of the project still 
continue.

Tuesday’s worship focused on 
how children can be helped, locally 
and globally. Jasmine Jacobs, founder 
and president of REACH Interna-
tional, an organization dedicated to 
providing food, shelter and education 
for approximately �5,000 children 
world-wide, presented the assembly 
program, and encouraged students 
and families to get involved by “adopt-

ing” a child. For the 
practical and local 
impact, Tuesday was 
“Stuff a Truck” Day. 
Students brought 
non-perishable food 
items to be distrib-
uted as Thanksgiv-
ing food baskets to 
needy families with 
children in the com-
munity.

The devastation 
caused by diseases 
around the world 
was highlighted on 

Wednesday by Nic Reichert and two 
AA alumni who gave a presentation of 
their mission trip to Africa a few years 
ago, describing how it impacted their 
lives. They encouraged faculty and 
students to get involved with a global 
solution. The practical application was 
to bring in loose change to buy wells 
for communities in Africa through 
Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency (ADRA). AA raised $600, 
enough to buy two wells.

On Thursday of Cause Week, Ivan 
Ruiz explained the biblical concept to 
students that all are indeed stewards of 
God’s Earth. God has put each person 
in charge of the Earth and enjoins 
everyone to take care of it. Christians 
should be leaders in the “Green Move-
ment” that is happening globally. To get 
students involved in a practical way, he 
encouraged students to recycle cans, 
paper, bottles and anything that can be 
recycled by placing these items in the 
recycle boxes.

The last chapel program of Cause 
Week increased awareness of genocide 
in this world and encouraged the stu-
dent body to get involved in changing 
attitudes to prevent further genocide. 
Angelo Achuil, a refugee from Sudan, 
presented chapel by defining what 
genocide is and its impact on people 
and cultures. Students were encour-
aged to purchase wrist bands to sup-
port humanitarian efforts in Darfur.

[ E D U C At I o N  N E w S ]

The Andrews Academy chapter of the National Honor Society discovered that each one can make a difference 
individually, collectively, locally and globally.

The Andrews Academy NHS chapter hosted a benefit dinner to support ADRA 
projects. A total of $2,700 was raised. 
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News
The culmination of the activi-

ties focusing on the difference that 
one can make was the NHS ADRA 
Benefit Dinner held on Feb. �� with 
the theme: “Eat simply so others may 
simply eat.” To this end, a simple yet 
tasty and filling meal was served by 
parents, students and volunteers to 
those who purchased tickets. A signifi-
cant portion of the proceeds supported 
an ADRA project selected by the NHS 
officers. Diners were given an oppor-
tunity to make an additional donation 
by choosing one or more of the five 
specific ADRA projects such as pur-
chasing mosquito netting for families 
in Mozambique to prevent malaria and 
buying a sewing machine for a widow 
to earn a living. This dinner high-
lighted that one can make a difference, 
especially when all work together. A 
special thanks to those who helped 
with the dinner! The total amount sent 
to ADRA equaled $�,700.

Through this relatively silent but 
truly meaningful expression of school 
spirit, AA students made a difference, 
individually and collectively, locally and 
globally.

Sari Butler, guidance counselor, and Steven 
Atkins, science teacher, Andrews Academy

The young boys enjoyed a banana, made possible 
from donations to the Nhlengelo Community Center. 
For most orphans, the meal provided at the center is 
the only one they receive daily. 
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Wal-Mart store. In fact, he went out to 
collect money almost every day during 
spring break! In the end, he collected 
more than $�00!

Christian Reyes, Madeleine Bokich 
and Allan Baek—all first graders—each 
gave money from their own piggy 
banks. Sophia Garza collected money 
from the neighbors in her apartment 
building, and pet sat for her neighbor 
to earn money to donate to the cause.

The second grade class had similar 
stories. For example, Claudia Vasquez 
raised more than $75 by getting her 
friends involved in soliciting funds at 
her church. She made a collection box 
with pictures of the orphan children on 
the outside for people to put their con-
tributions inside. Joel Guerra donated 
his entire portion, a total of $91, from 
his and his sister’s savings. Lael Agard 
gave her birthday money. 

Stories like this came from every 
class, and as third grader Gabriel Zita 
wrote, “I think [helping the children] 
is important because it can make our 

help in any way I can.”
In the end, the Hinsdale Adven-

tist Academy students raised $�,000 
for the children of 
Nhelengo, and had a 
great time doing it. As 
a reward, all classes 
which reached their 
goal of raising $5 per 
student (11 out of 
1�) were given a “No 
Uniform Day,” and the 
entire school received 
ice cream (thanks to 
our friends at Cul-
ver’s). It’s important to 
note that the 6th grade 
class raised the most 
money, $701.�5. This 
class happens to be the 
smallest class in the 
school! It just goes to 
show that good things 

do come in small packages!
To learn more about the Nhlengelo 

Community Center, visit the Hope for 
Humanity website: www.hope�.com. 

Rebecca Garrett, marketing director, 
Hinsdale Adventist Academy 

Penny War challenge 
benefits South 
African orphans

Illinois—When Hinsdale Adventist 
Academy students learned about the 
orphans aided by the Nhlengelo Com-
munity Center—a mission project in 
Dwarsloop, South Africa, supported by 
the North American Division Educa-
tion Office and Hope for Human-
ity—they got involved, in a big way! 
Students were challenged to raise 
money in a Penny War challenge, and 
they had fun doing it. 

Isaac Lespinasse, a first grader, 
collected money from not only his 
neighbors, but he went door to door 
in surrounding neighborhoods as well. 
He also collected money outside a 

The sixth grade class is the smallest class at Hinsdale Adventist Academy, 
but they raised the most money ($701.25) to benefit the orphans helped 
by the Nhlengelo Community Center. In total, HAA students raised $4,000 in 
the Penny War challenge. 

world both a better place and stronger, 
and less people will die in Africa. I 
know helping others makes the world a 
better place, and I know I can help.” 

And Ingrid Nica wrote, “I think it’s 
important because I want to help kids 
and people because I care about them, 
even if I don’t know them. I want to 
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News
Peterson-Warren 
students named 
essay contest 
winners

Lake Region—Three students from 
Peterson-Warren Academy in Inkster, 
Mich., were named local winners in 
the �9th annual “America & Me” essay 
contest, sponsored by Farm Bureau 
Insurance. 

The three students, who earned the 
first-, second- and third-place awards 
for their school are Shelby Palmer, 
Regina Gray and Brianna Anderson, 
respectively. All three received award 
certificates for their achievement. As 
the school’s first-place winner, Palmer’s 
name will be engraved on a plaque 
for permanent display in the school. 
Palmer’s first-place essay advanced to 
the state level competition, from which 
the ten top essays in Michigan were 
selected (read Palmer’s essay online at 
www.lakeunionherald.org). 

The top ten statewide winners, an-
nounced in April, received plaques, cash 
and a U.S. savings bond valued from 
$500 to $1,000. In addition, the top 
ten essayists were honored at a ban-
quet in Lansing where they met with 
Michigan’s top governmental leaders. 

A team of finalist judges, which 
include a top Michigan government 
official and the sponsoring teachers of 
last year’s top two statewide winners, 

determined the ranking of the top ten 
statewide winners this year.

Several thousand eighth grade 
students from more than 500 Michigan 
schools participated in the �007–�008 
“America & Me” essay contest, which 
was conducted with the help of Farm 
Bureau Insurance agents across the 
state. The topic of the �007–�008 
contest was “My Personal Hero.”

Started in 1968, and open to all 
Michigan eighth grade students, the 

contest encourages Michigan 
youngsters to explore their role in 
America’s future. As sponsor of the 
contest, Farm Bureau Insurance 
has earned 11 national awards from 
the Freedom Foundation at Valley 
Forge. 

Juanita Martin, Ed.D., principal, Peterson-
Warren Academy 

Peterson-Warren Academy students were challenged to read more books during the “READ: Meeting the 
Challenge” initiative this spring.

Students accept 
reading challenge

Lake Region—Peterson-Warren 
Academy students were excited as 
the principal, Juanita Martin, chal-
lenged them to read books to win 

the right to put her in a dunking tank. 
During an assembly, Martin explained 
to the students that the month of 
March was proclaimed “The Reading 
Month,” and students were challenged 
to read books from the Accelerated 
Reading book list to accumulate 900 
points. 

The “READ: Meeting the Chal-
lenge” was given to Peterson-Warren 
Academy students on February �5. 

Pre-school and kindergarten parents 
received letters explaining the chal-
lenge and how reading to their children 
would allow them to accumulate points 
on behalf of the student body. Students 
feverishly read as each day went by. 
By the end of the first week, they had 
reached �70 points as the principal 
taunted the students to put her in the 
dunking booth. 

By the end of the second week, the 
students had accumulated �70 points. 
At this rate, the principal began to 
prepare for the booth. The students 
saw the reading thermometer tip at 575 
by the end of the third week, and they 
began taunting the principal to prepare 
for the inevitable. 

Unfortunately, on the last day of 
the challenge, students were only able 
to meet 79� of the 900 points needed 
to win. However, it was later brought 
to the principal’s attention that grades 
one and two had not submitted their 
�77 points on the last day of the chal-
lenge. If they had, it would have taken 
them beyond the 900 points to win 
the principal’s challenge. 

Martin was not put in the dunking 
tank, since the points did not total 900 
by the deadline. However, a celebration 
party was held in May for all students 
who participated. The students have 
alerted the principal that they are get-
ting ready for the next reading chal-
lenge.

Ray Young, Lake Region Conference 
communication director, as shared by 

Juanita Martin, Ed.D., Peterson-Warren 
Academy principal

Recently, three Peterson-Warren Academy students were 
local winners in the Farm Bureau Insurance “America & 
Me” essay contest. From left: Brianna Anderson (third-
place winner), Juanita Martin (principal), Shelby Palmer 
(first-place winner), Regina Gray (second-place winner) 
and Nettie Gray (teacher)
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News
Students witness to 
community guests

Michigan—Eight years ago a special 
learning center opened in Grand Rap-
ids. The Intermediate School District 
of the public school system purchased a 
NASA Aeronautics Learning Labora-
tory. Grand Rapids Adventist Acade-
my’s fifth and six graders were one of 
the first three school groups to become 
involved in this exciting new program. 

Each year the students visit the 
aeronautics lab to learn about flight. 
The lab is designed for students to 
use computers and design their own 
airplane, view the earth from outer 
space, and listen in on the pilots talk-
ing to tower at the Gerald R. Ford 
International Airport. The students 
also explore the history of flight, con-
struct various styles of paper airplanes, 
study the weather, use a wind tunnel 
and learn about careers that deal with 
flight. The most exciting learning sta-
tion is where each student gets to “pi-
lot an airplane” by using the $�0,000 
flight simulator.

Through the years the program 
has grown, and the experiences have 
expanded. In recent years, before the 

Now the direc-
tor and her assis-
tants visit Grand 
Rapids Adventist 
Academy three 
different times to 
conduct various 
interesting science 
experiments. On 
the first visit of the 
year the students 
learn how to mix 
certain chemicals 
to make both a 
soft and a hard 
type of plastic 
foam. On the 
second visit the lab 
supplies soldering 
irons, and the instructors train the stu-
dents on how to use a soldering iron. 
On the third visit the students use 
their new skill to assemble a small cir-
cuit board. When the board is soldered 
correctly, red and green lights flash.

This year, during the first Friday of 
our special science class, the director 
informed my students that she loved 
coming to our school. “Not only is the 
physical temperature of the building 
warm, but when I walk in the halls I 

feel comfortable, 
and when I come 
to your classroom 
it looks nice, and 
I enjoy being 
here. I always look 
forward to visiting 
your school each 
year. You are very 
fortunate to be 
students here.”

The director 
visits our school at 
the beginning of 
the day. At times 
I have wondered 
if we might make 
her uncomfort-

able as we begin the day with the class 
kneeling while a student and I pray. 
The director and her assistants always 
stand and wait for us. This year I 
thought briefly that perhaps we should 

just begin with the science lab and have 
worship and prayer after our guests 
left. Despite my concern, each time we 
began with prayer, just like any other 
school day.

After the third Friday’s visit, the 
director took me aside and said, “I 
want you to know, I love hearing 
your students pray in the mornings. 
I visit many classrooms in this school 
district, and I always schedule you 
for first thing in the morning so I can 
hear your students pray. I have been 
impressed every year at how beauti-
ful and sincere their prayers are, and 
it doesn’t matter who is praying, it is 
always like that. I don’t think you re-
alize how special it is to hear children 
pray publicly like yours do.”

At Grand Rapids Adventist 
Academy we always work to prepare 
our students to be representatives for 
Jesus out in the community. I learned 
they are a wonderful witness to the 
community without even leaving the 
classroom.

For more additional informa-
tion, call 616-791-9797 or visit www.
graaweb.org.

Judy Shull, sixth grade teacher,  
Grand Rapids Adventist Academy 

The aeronautics lab director demonstrates how to solder wire.

Students design an airplane using a computer at the aeronautics learning 
laboratory.

students’ travel to visit the lab, the 
director visited the middle and junior 
high classrooms throughout the county, 
providing opportunities for a variety of 
science learning experiences. 
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Windstorm damage 
was a blessing in 
disguise

Indiana—Mark Haynal, su-
perintendent of schools for the 
Indiana Conference, reported in 
an e-mail, “Indianapolis Junior 
Academy (IJA) was struck by a 
major windstorm during the night 
of Jan. �0. The result was severe 
damage to one end of the school’s 
roof. A large section collapsed, 
allowing water to damage things in 
four of the classrooms.” 

The building inspector from the 
City of Indianapolis declared the 
entire building was unsafe to use as a 
result of the storm damage. This pre-
sented a major challenge of where to 
conduct classes while the reconstruc-
tion work was underway. The problem 
was solved when the Glendale Church 
Board approved the temporary use of 
Sabbath school rooms in the basement 
of the church.

After the children attended classes 
in the church’s basement for three 
weeks, Rebecca Cain, the first- and 
second-grade teacher, gave the chil-
dren’s story for the Sabbath morn-
ing worship service. She told a very 
interesting and interactive story based 
on the account in Luke 17 about Jesus 
healing the ten lepers but only one 
coming back to give glory to God by 
saying, “Thank you.” Cain then ex-
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plained that the children did not want 
to be like the other nine lepers who did 
not return to express their gratitude. 
It was very touching as all the children 
then expressed their thankfulness to 
the church family for the use of the 
Sabbath school rooms. The children 
had earlier made a large poster express-
ing their thankfulness for the use of 
the classrooms. A photo of the children 
gathered around the poster was shown 
on the overhead screen to the congre-

gation at the conclu-
sion of Cain’s story.

In addition, every 
Friday the children 
in Cain’s class drew 
pictures and left a nice 
thank-you note on the 
bulletin board in the 
Sabbath school room 
they were using. 

Carol Hughey, 
IJA principal, gives 
glory to God that 
the storm happened 
at night when none 
of the students were 

present. Crystal Willis, IJA’s building 
manager, says that “horrendous as the 
storm damage was, it has proved to 
be a blessing in disguise because once 
everything is repaired, the building will 
be better than before and with all the 
new improvements to the facility, IJA 
has a brighter future than ever!”

Judith Yeoman, correspondent,  
Indiana Conference

IJA students made a poster expressing their thankfulness for being able to 
use Glendale Church Sabbath school rooms while their school was being 
repaired. The poster was shown to the congregation on the overhead screen 
at the conclusion of Rebecca Cain’s children’s story about being thankful.

When the windstorm caused a large section of the room to 
collapse at Indianapolis Junior Academy, four classrooms 
were damaged by rainwater. 

Students prepare for 
the future at Career 
Exploration Day

Lake Region—Peterson–War-
ren Academy students experienced 
a successful Career Exploration Day 
on Thur., Apr. 10. Numerous profes-
sionals were invited in to discuss their 
professions and to give practical dem-
onstrations to help the students get a 
visual idea of possible career choices. 

The day was organized to allow 
the students to attend all the career 
sessions to expose them to the possi-
bilities for their future. The event also 
included an occupational inventory to 
give the students an idea or confirm 
their area of interest. 

The career profession areas 
included law enforcement (which in-
corporated a crime scene investigation 
simulation), various fields of engineer-
ing (business, electrical and automo-
tive), hospital administration, nursing, 
financing, physical therapy, speech 
pathology, airline pilot, dentistry, 
emergency medical technician, respira-
tory therapy, neurosurgery and social 
work. In addition, representatives from 
Michigan Works held seminars regard-
ing writing resumes, completing job 
applications and other skills needed for 
the students to enter the work force. 

The day began with an inspiration-
al chapel that challenged the students 

Elementary students listen attentively to the 
electrician’s presentation.
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to give glory to God in all things and 
ended with a video presentation of 
a physically challenged pianist, Mary 
Grace. The students were appreciative 
of the visual presentations and knowl-
edge gained from the day.

Nettie Gray, academic counselor,  
Peterson-Warren Academy 

Students made a deserved pit stop at a shelter.

Students enjoy God’s 
nature on a ride to 
remember

Lake Region—It was a comfortably 
warm morning. The sky was scattered 
with soft gray clouds. The wind gently 
blew the lush green grass, and the spar-
kling leaves rustled on the parade of 
trees. The juniors and seniors of Peter-
son-Warren Academy took advantage 
of this perfect morning to enjoy God’s 
nature on the bike trail. After pumping 
up the tires, putting a little oil on the 
chains, adjusting seats and handlebars 
and putting on safety helmets, the stu-
dents dashed down the trails flanked by 
their teachers, Arthur Strawbridge, the 
physical education teacher, and Albert 
Rodgers, the assistant principal. This 
was the beginning of a 16-mile journey 
through Lower Huron, Willow and 
Oakwood Metroparks.

The first “official” stop was near a 
deep blue (okay, murky green) pond 
with ducks playing follow the leader 
off in the distance. Many students 
relished the break as they drank some 

water, had a few laughs and took a 
much-needed moment to catch their 
breath. To some the break wasn’t long 
enough, but off they went to continue 
the journey down winding trails, up 
gentle hills, underneath strong Oak 
trees, over railroad tracks and through 
a peaceful meadow to reach their next 
destination.

Their next stop was 
the Oakwood Metropark 
Nature Center. Inside 
the nature center, the 
students were able to see 
and learn about the local 
Michigan animals such 
as birds, deer, turtles, 
snakes and foxes, etc. 
Some students enjoyed 
the break by lounging in 
the observation room in 
the back of the center. 

After exiting the 
center, the students fed 

their mighty appetites by devouring 
their sack lunches to give them fuel 
for the second half of the journey. Of 
course, at this point, a few students 
wished this was the end of the tour; 
their bodies told them enough was 
enough, while others were ready to 
finish the course with enough energy 
to enter the Tour de France (no, maybe 
the Tour de Detroit). So the journey 
continued.

After awhile, a few of the students 
felt they had given their personal best 
and enjoyed the scenic route in the 
comfort of the “relief” van that picked 
up ailing bicyclists. The rest of the 
students pedaled until they reached 
their final destination near a peace-
ful pond. The students and teachers 
really enjoyed the bicycle outing. It 
was a great opportunity to enjoy God’s 
nature while getting the much-needed 
exercise. Strawbridge, the organizer of 
this annual outing, is looking forward 
to another fun-filled exploration with 
the Peterson-Warren Academy’s ju-
niors and seniors next school year.

Albert Rodgers, assistant principal, 
Peterson-Warren Academy

Students get their 
hands dirty in class

Lake Region—It was a mild morn-
ing as many students peered outside to 
view an unfamiliar sight. The Peterson-
Warren Academy eighth graders, led 
by their teacher Pamela Bertram, knelt 
on the front lawn of the school busily 
doing something. What was it? It was a 
moment of inspiration. A few students 
were preparing the soil for the plant-
ing of an idea. They were very excited 
about the story they had read, “Gentle-
man of Río en Medio.”

Because of this story, the students 
wanted to plant a tree on the front 
lawn of Peterson-Warren Academy. 
This tree would represent their growth 
throughout life’s journey. Each student 
had a turn at the shovel as they dug a 
hole for the tree. After planting the 
tree, the students were responsible for 
watering it on a daily basis. The stu-
dents really enjoyed the experience and 
thought that it was really cool to take 
part of learning in action. They did not 
mind getting their hands dirty for this 
occasion. 

Hopefully, as years go by, when they 
gaze upon their planted tree, they will 
have fond memories of the Christian 
education they received at Peterson-
Warren Academy. Most importantly, 
may this tree be a small reminder of 
the Tree of Life planted by our Heav-
enly Father.

Albert Rodgers, assistant principal, 
Peterson-Warren Academy 

Peterson-Warren Academy eighth graders plant a 
tree in front of their school.
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Bands from North Shore Junior Academy and Hinsdale Adventist Academy had 
intense rehearsals for two days before their performance. 

Hinsdale Adventist 
Academy hosts 
Illinois Conference 
Music Festival

Illinois—Hinsdale Adventist Acad-
emy hosted the Illinois Conference 
Music Festival Mar. 1�–15. The bands 
from North Shore Junior Academy and 
Hinsdale Adventist Academy joined 
forces under the direction of guest 
conductor Barbara Favorito. 

It was an honor to have such a dis-
tinguished musician lead our students. 
Favorito is a professor of music at La 
Sierra University. She holds a Doctor 
of Musical Arts degree in Instrumental 
Conducting with highest distinction 
from the University of Miami. She 
has conducted wind ensembles, bands, 
orchestras and choirs in �5 states, 
Canada, Mexico and Europe, and is the 
recipient of numerous academic and 
professional awards. The clinic consist-
ed of two days of intense instruction 
and rehearsal. Favorito commented on 
how impressed she was with the effort 
put forth by all the students. 

The festival culminated in a concert 
on Saturday evening. The audience was 
treated to a diverse repertoire. Those 
who attended didn’t want the con-
cert to end, and tried their hardest to 
persuade Favorito to conduct one more 
song, but to no avail. 

The evening ended much too soon! 
Next year, the Illinois Conference 
will hold a choir festival, which will 
be hosted by North Shore. Hinsdale 
Adventist Academy’s music director is 

Lovelyn Sampayan, and Steve Martin 
is the music director at North Shore 
Junior Academy.

Rebecca Garrett, marketing director, 
Hinsdale Adventist Academy 

Record-setting 
attendance for 2008 
Invitational/Division 
Level Pathfinder 
Bible Achievement 
program

A record-setting �5 Pathfinder 
clubs arrived in Berrien Springs, Mich., 
for the �008 Invitational/Division 
Level Pathfinder Bible Achievement 
program, held Sabbath, Apr. 19. This 
program, which requires 
Pathfinders to answer ques-
tions of varying difficulty, 
tested their knowledge of 
the gospel of Matthew and 
its corresponding intro-
duction in the SDA	Bible	
Commentary. To arrive at this 
level of exchange, teams of 
two to six (with two alter-
nates possible) in grades 
five to ten had to receive a 
first place at their respec-
tive area, conference and 
union levels. 

Pathfinder clubs ar-
rived from places throughout North 
America, from as far away as Arizona, 

Texas, Oregon and 
Quebec. Teams 
answered 8� 
questions, which 
were projected in 
English, Spanish 
and French, with 
translators pro-
vided for teams 
needing language 
assistance. This 
three-hour event 

is annually hosted by Pioneer Memo-
rial Church on the campus of Andrews 
University.

The Pathfinder Bible Achieve-
ment program was started by Terry 
Dodge, director of Pathfinders and 
Adventurers for the Michigan Con-
ference, with the goal of creating a 
fun, non-competitive way for young 
Christians to learn and study the Bible. 
The first “Pathfinder Bible Bowl,” as 
it was previously called, involved four 
teams near Sheridan, Wyo., in the 
spring of 1988. Bible Achievement 
presented participants with a first-, 
second- or third-place award based on 
their percentile compared to the top 
score, thus creating the opportunity for 
every team to receive a first place and 
eliminating competition and superior-
ity among teams. This event promotes 
excitement about studying the Bible 
and commitment to working as a team.

Since the first Pathfinder Bible 
Achievement was hosted many more 
teams have become involved, and 
every year there is more participation 
within each union and conference as 
an increasing number of Pathfind-
ers are inspired to join the program. 
Dodge testifies, “Pretty frequently, I 
have parents come up to tell me that 
because of Pathfinder Bible Achieve-
ment, their children are being blessed 
spiritually and performing better 
scholastically. It’s a blessing to see the 
enthusiasm and support that’s been 

[ PAt h f I N D E R  N E w S ]

David Logan, Terry Dodge, director of Adventurers/Pathfinders for 
Michigan Conference, and Edie Ellis, secretary for Adventurers/
Pathfinders for Michigan Conference, kept things moving smoothly. 
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given to this program.”

The visiting Pathfinder teams 
prepared well, and this year, out of the 
�5 participating groups, �0 received 
a first place and five teams received a 
second-place award. Nine Lake Union 
teams reached this top level of involve-
ment—six teams from Michigan, two 
from Indiana and one from Illinois, 
with all nine receiving a first place.

Next year, the featured section 
of scripture will be II Chronicles 
10–�6. More information and pic-
tures are available on the Path-
finder Bible Achievement website at 
www.pathfinderbibleachievement.org.

Erin McLean, student news writer,  
University Relations, Andrews University 

Mykel Mathews of the Hyde Park Church in Chicago, Ill., 
was one of 13 young people who received the Distinguished 
Youth Award at the recent Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
Summit in Dallas, Texas. 

Distinguished Youth 
Award presented to 
Mykel Matthews

Lake Region—A youth and young 
adult ministries summit was recently 
held in Dallas, Texas, Feb. 1�-17, coor-
dinated by the Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries Department (NADYM) 
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
in North America. At the summit, the 
Distinguished Youth Award was pre-
sented to 1� young people who excelled 
in one of four areas: youth evangelism, 
Pathfinders, community service or 
academics. Joy Alexander of NADYM 

said, “It is our hope that they will stand 
as a shining example of what God can 
do in the lives of young people and, in 
so doing, affect many.” 

In the Lake Union, Mykel Mat-
thews of the Lake Region Conference 
was nominated and selected for excel-
lence in youth evangelism. A member 
of the Hyde Park Church, Matthews 
has been actively involved in Adventist 
ministries since her pre-teen years. She 
assists with Vacation Bible School each 
summer and with Children’s Church 
year round. Matthews also serves as an 
assistant Sabbath school secretary and 
a member of the AY department.

Matthews is also actively involved in 
Pathfinders. As a part of the Hyde Park 
Constellations, she is the only member 
of the club who has been invested in 
all six Pathfinder classes. Matthews 
participated in the Teen Leadership 
Training Program and has been given 
leadership responsibilities within the 
Constellations. Specifically, she serves 
the club as honors coordinator. Under 
her guidance, the club completed more 
honors in �007 than they had in previ-
ous years. The Constellations Pathfind-
er Club has also given Matthews the 
opportunity to serve her community. 

Matthews participates in the March 
of Dimes fundraiser walk each year. 
Furthermore, she enjoys serving others 
during summer mission trips. In �005, 
Matthews helped with home repairs 
for the elderly in Manistee, Mich. In 
�006, she provided fellowship and 
assistance to residents in a nursing 

home in Manassas, Va. Matthews 
also participates in service proj-
ects through her school, Whitney 
Young Magnet High School.

While maintaining a �.6 GPA 
on a �.0 scale, Matthews is actively 
involved in five clubs. As a member 
of The Pre-Med Club, Future 
Business Leaders of America, 
Mayor Daley’s Book Club, Nation-
al Honor Society and the Whitney 
Young Gospel Choir, Matthews is 
required to attend weekly meet-
ings and complete service projects. 
Packing boxes for the Chicago 

Food Depository and lobbying at the 
State Capital are examples of the many 
ways Matthews serves her community 
through school projects. 

In addition to service opportuni-
ties, Whitney Young Magnet High 
School has given Matthews the op-
portunity to prepare for her future. 
During the summer of �007, she was 
selected to participate in the Chicago 
Summer Business Institute. Through 
this program, Matthews attended busi-
ness workshops and served as an intern 
for Citibank. Fueled by her success in 
this program, Matthews applied for 
an internship with Fifth-Third Bank, 
which she received in October �007. 
This internship will continue through 
her college years and provide Mat-
thews with many opportunities in the 
business world.

While church leadership, communi-
ty service, academic success and career 
preparedness are all essential to the life 
of a well-rounded youth, Matthew’s 
most important accomplishment has 
yet to be mentioned: she loves Jesus. 
Matthews is committed to personal 
prayer and Bible study. She knows her 
talents come from the Lord, and she is 
careful to give Him the praise.

Ray Young, Lake Region Conference 
communication director, as shared  

by Charmaine Matthews, Hyde Park  
Church member

New television 
ministry reaches 
South Bend and 
beyond

Lake Region—The South Bend 
Berean Church launched a new televi-
sion ministry in Dec. �007. Streams	of	
Light airs locally in South Bend, Ind., on 
WHME �6 (LESEA Broadcasting) at 
10 p.m. on Friday evenings. 

The ministry is produced by E.L. 
Jones Jr., a pastor/seminarian and own-
er of Truly Blessed Communications 
(www.TrulyBlessedCommunications.

[ L o C A L  C h U R C h  N E w S ]

[ Yo U t h  N E w S ]
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[ N A D  N E w S ]

com). Filming takes place at the Berean 
Church. The programming on Streams	
of	Light is primarily preaching, but at 
times includes special music. Programs 
have included messages from the Elec-
tion � Eternity evangelistic series.

Berean Church pastor, Norman 
Knight, had a television ministry at his 
former church in California. When he 
moved to South Bend, Knight desired 
to begin a similar ministry there. Jones 
was already capturing the worship 
services on video and providing the 
sermons on DVD, so Knight began 

to investigate a weekly broadcast on 
WHME �6, the station that broadcasts 
Pioneer Memorial Church’s television 
ministry. 

Jones says, “While the initial cost 
was far above our means, WHME was 
really interested in having our program 
on their station, so they were able to 
work out a special arrangement for 
us at a discounted price.” Discussions 
followed with the church board, and 
board members were convinced the 
television ministry was “a viable means 
of evangelism,” stated Jones. 

The Streams	of	Light television minis-
try was approved by the church board, 
and the church’s audio/visual budget 
was adjusted to include the new minis-
try. In addition, the ministry is sup-
ported by a few private donors. Other 
donors are solicited to help defray the 
cost of air time and production, says 
Jones. He added, “We would like to 
purchase more professional filming 
and production equipment. Currently, 
Truly Blessed Communications allows 
Berean Church to use its equipment, 
along with one camera the church has 
purchased for filming and production.” 

Since the first broadcast, Jones says, 
“there has been a very positive re-
sponse from the members. Many have 

shared the program with their friends, 
and we have had a number of visitors 
come out to the church as a result of 
the ministry.”

Jones reports that the church 
has already received feedback from 
the community, and many who were 
blessed by the program have visited the 
church. Once when Knight was in a 
drug store in Niles, Mich., a clerk said, 
“I know who you are.” Jones says, “It is 
good to know that the program is be-
ing watched and is a blessing to those 
who tune in.”

In addition to WHME �6 pro-
gramming, the church is broadcasting 
Streams	of	Light on the Internet through 
the church’s website: www.Berean7.
com. Click on the Streams	of	Light TV 
Ministry link at the top of the page 
to view the weekly program, available 
each Thursday afternoon.

Knight and Jones share a vision “to 
have the very best ministry and to uti-
lize every possible means to spread the 
gospel.” For more information about 
Streams	of	Light, contact E.L. Jones Jr., 
pastor, at pastoreljonesjr@hotmail.com 
or call �69-�87-655�.

Diane Thurber, assistant communication 
director, Lake Union Conference 

Oakwood University 
wins Honda Campus 
All-Star Challenge

Oakwood University, a Seventh-day 
Adventist school, captured the top prize 
at the nineteenth annual Honda Cam-
pus All-Star Challenge, winning after 
sunset on Mar. �9 in Orlando, Fla.

In capturing the title, Oakwood 
wins a trophy, $50,000 in grant money 
from Honda, and the distinction of 
topping 6� other schools. The win, 
Oakwood’s first, comes ten years after 
an earlier team lost in the semi-finals 
of the Honda Challenge. This year’s 
victory was “definitely” a joyous one for 
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Rennae Elliott, chair of the 
communication department 
at Oakwood, which is based in 
Huntsville, Alabama.

In a telephone interview, 
Elliott said the five-student 
team was “extremely hard-
working and dedicated. They’re 
awesome!”

“This was a team effort, 
and without it, this win could 
not have been possible,” said 
team captain Alesis Turner, 
in a statement released by 
Honda, which sponsored the 
event.

Turner is majoring in electrical en-
gineering. He was joined on the squad 
by Marcus Cooper, who is majoring 
in history and pre-law; Sherwin Faria, 

a computer science major; Monique-
Renée Pinnock, who is majoring in 
biochemistry; and Michael Vance, a 
communications and journalism major.

“We’d all been working hard for this,” 

Oakwood University (OU) team members won the Honda Campus 
All-Star Challenge on the evening of Mar. 29 in Orlando, Fla. 
From left: John Anderson, OU vice president for academic affairs, 
Marcus Cooper; Sherwin Faria; Monique-Renée Pinnock; Alesis 
Turner, team captain; Rennae Elliott, team coach; Michael Vance, 
Jr.; and Delbert Baker, OU president
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Social workers unite 
to provide help to 
church

Social workers are valuable “re-
source people” at their place of 
employment, in their communities 
and at church as well. Social workers 
are aware of the issues and problems 
in their communities, and have access 
to a network of community resources. 
While sometimes difficult to acknowl-
edge, there are individuals in every 
church who are hurting because of 
drugs, alcohol or tobacco addictions, 
partner abuse (emotional, physical and 
sexual), incest, rape, depression, stress, 
obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD), 
eating disorders, etc. 

Practicing social workers are 
licensed by the state in which they 
practice and have 
completed a com-
prehensive college 
degree program, 
with many con-
tinuing a graduate 
program. In ad-
dition to a variety 
of professional 
associations, 
Adventist social 
workers now 
have the oppor-
tunity to actively 
participate in 
the International 
Association of 
Adventist Social 
Workers (IAASW). This organization 
was formed to provide help on several 
levels: micro–working with individual 
members, mezzo–working with fami-
lies and macro–working with churches, 
communities, community agencies, 
conferences, unions and the world 
church. 

The IAASW fills a valuable role 
by providing a unique perspective 
when dealing with some of the issues 
encountered within the Adventist 
community. Many pastors and youth 
ministry leaders see Adventist social 

workers as a valuable resource and an 
integral part of the ministry team who 
are actively involved in evangelizing 
the young and young-at-heart, both in 
and out of the church. 

As members of the body of Christ, 
it is our privilege to serve those who 
are suffering. Together, we can work 
to find better ways to provide help to 
more people. Some in need may be 
better served when the pastor or youth 
leader and social worker are working 
together to address complex issues that 
involve physical, economic, social, civic, 
as well as spiritual matters.

While we serve a mighty God, and 
we know that He will “Never leave us, 
nor forsake us” (Hebrews 1�:5 NIV), 
God has also told us to “Seek wise 
counsel” (Proverbs ��:5 NIV). If you 
know of any social workers in your 
church, don’t be afraid to speak to 

them about a need. They will be able 
to help you by providing good counsel 
and support. They can also put you in 
touch with an appropriate professional 
if needed.

If you are a social worker and 
have not yet become a member of the 
International Association of Adventist 
Social Workers, we would invite you to 
contact us at www.iaasw.org.

Ann-Marie Jones, Ph.D., MSW, LGSW, 
assistant professor of Social Work,  

Andrews University

Last October, the International Association of Adventist Social Workers met in San 
Franciso for the annual conference. Learn more about the organization at www.
iaasw.org. 

Turner said in a telephone interview. 
“The first thing we noticed, is that we 
prayed our way through the whole tour-
nament. It shows that with prayer and 
hard work what can be accomplished.”

Keeping the Sabbath—wherein 
normal pursuits are set aside from sun-
set Fri. to sunset Sat.—usually doesn’t 
coincide with academic competitions. 
Indeed, the Honda Challenge com-
petitive events were held during the 
weekend of Mar. �8-�9 in Orlando, Fla. 
While most schools split their competi-
tions between Fri. and Sat., Oakwood, 
which has participated in the Honda 
Challenge for 1� years, has always been 
granted time off for the Sabbath.

According to the American Honda 
Motor Co. statement, “Oakwood Uni-
versity showcased their skills and intel-
lect by quickly and accurately answering 
questions on world history, science, lit-
erature, religion, the arts, social sciences, 
popular culture and African-American 
history and culture.” Honda officials 
said Oakwood secured victory by pro-
viding the answer to the final question: 
“For reasons yet unknown, this disease 
correlates with biochemical markers 
called human leukocyte antigens. It does 
not, however, involve leukocytes but 
myelin sheaths protecting nerve cells. 
Name this crippling disease of young 
adults.”

The prize-winning answer: “Mul-
tiple Sclerosis.”

The Honda Challenge “provides a 
platform for America’s best and bright-
est from the nation’s Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities to come 
together as competitors and connect in 
this amazing bonding experience,” said 
Marc Burt, of the American Honda 
Motor Co., Inc. in a statement. 

Honda is the founder and host of 
this academic challenge and provides 
more than $�00,000 in institutional 
grants each year to the [schools] that 
participate in the competition. 

Mark A. Kellner, news editor, Adventist 
Review, with reporting and photographs from 

American Honda Motor Co., Inc. Used with 
permission. (Adapted) Read full version 

online at www.adventistreview.org.



Lake Union SchooLS
ILLINOIS CONFERENCE:
Contact: (Superintendent Position 
Currently Vacant), 630-856-2850
Website: www.illinoisadventist.org

Alpine Christian School

Beverly Hills Elementary School

Crest Hill Christian Junior Academy

Downers Grove Elementary School

Gurnee Christian School

Hinsdale Adventist Academy

Marion Elementary School

North Aurora Elementary School

North Shore Junior Academy

Peoria Elementary School

Sheridan Elementary School

Springfield Elementary School

Thompsonville Christian School

INDIANA CONFERENCE:
Contact: Mark Haynal, 317-844-6201
Website: www.indysda.org

Aboite Christian School

Adventist Christian Academy

Cicero SDA Elementary

Cross Street Christian

Door Prairie Adventist School

Elkhart Adventist Christian School

Evansville SDA School

Indiana Academy

Indianapolis Junior Academy

Indianapolis Southside Christian Academy

Northwest Adventist Christian School

Pleasantview Christian School

South Bend Junior Academy

Spencer Adventist Christian School

Terre Haute SDA School

LAkE REGION CONFERENCE:
Contact: Ruth Horton, 773-846-2661
Website: www.lakeregionsda.org

Calvin Center Elementary School

Capitol City Elementary School

Chicago SDA Elementary 

Fairhaven Elementary School

Mizpah Elementary School

Peterson-Warren Academy

Peterson-Warren Elementary 

Sharon Junior Academy

South Suburban School

MICHIGAN CONFERENCE:
Contact: Linda Fuchs, 517-316-1500
Website: www.misda.org

Adelphian Junior Academy

Alpena Elementary School

Andrews Academy

Ann Arbor Elementary School

Battle Creek Academy 

Battle Creek Elementary School

Berrien Springs Village Elementary

Bluff View Christian School

Cedar Lake Elementary School

Charlotte Elementary School

Eau Claire Elementary School

Escanaba Elementary School

First Flint Elementary School

Gobles SDA Junior Academy

Grand Rapids Adventist Academy

Grayling SDA Elementary

Great Lakes Adventist Academy

Greater Lansing Adventist School

Hastings SDA Elementary

Holland SDA Elementary

Ionia SDA Elementary

Ithaca SDA Elementary

Jackson SDA Elementary

Kalamazoo SDA Junior Academy

Lenawee SDA Elementary School

Metropolitan Junior Academy

Mio SDA Elementary

Mount Pleasant SDA Elementary

Munising SDA Elementary

Muskegon SDA Elementary

Niles SDA Elementary

Northview SDA Academy

Oak Hollow Christian School

Oakwood Junior Academy

Onaway SDA Elementary

Owosso SDA Elementary

Petoskey SDA Elementary

Pine Mountain Christian School

Prattville SDA Elementary

Ruth Murdoch SDA Elementary School

Traverse City Elementary

Tri-City SDA Elementary

Troy Adventist Academy

Warren SDA Junior Academy

Waterford Elementary

Wilson SDA Junior Academy

Woodland SDA School

WISCONSIN CONFERENCE:
Contact: ken kirkham, 608-241-5235
Website: http://wisc.netadventist.org

Bethel Junior Academy

Fox Valley SDA Elementary

Frederic SDA Elementary

Green Bay Junior Academy

Hillside Christian School

Maranatha SDA Elementary

Meadow Creek Adventist School

Milwaukee Junior Academy

Otter Creek Christian Academy

Petersen SDA Elementary

Rhinelander Christian School

Thompson Lake Christian School

Three Angels Christian School

Wisconsin Academy

Woodland Adventist School

ANDREWS UNIVERSItY:
Contact: 800-253-2874

Website: www.andrews.edu

StAtEMENt OF COMPLIANCE
The Seventh-day Adventist Church, in all of 

its church-operated schools, admits stu-

dents of any race to all the rights, privileges, 

programs and activities generally accorded 

or made available to students at its schools; 

and makes no discrimination on the basis of 

race in administration of educational poli-

cies, applications for admission, scholar-

ship or loan programs, and extracurricular 

programs.
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MilePOSTS

obituaries

BLUME, Gwladys M. (Cole), age 83; born 
Feb. 21, 1925, in Gilfoch Goch, Wales; 
died Apr. 5, 2008, in Dalzell, Ill. She was a 
member of the Princeton (Ill.) Church.

Survivors include her husband, Jack E.; 
daughters, Sylvia J. Wade, Brenda K. Kar-
powicz, Ledra L. Slavik and Lira L. Kay; sis-
ter, Sylvia Jackson; six grandchildren; one 
step-grandchild; four great-grandchildren; 
and two step-great-grandchildren.

Memorial services were conducted by 
Pastor Mike Weakley, and inurnment was 
in Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery, 
Elwood, Ill.

BOWERS, Larry N., age 61; born July 23, 
1946, in Champaign, Ill.; died Mar. 15, 
2008, in Urbana, Ill. He was a member of 
the Champaign Church.

Survivors include his wife, Betty (Dick-
ey); son, Michael; daughter, Teresa Bowers; 
brother, Barney; and sister, Lanita Hayden.

Memorial services were conducted by 
Pastor Raymond Plummer, and inurnment 
was in Locust Grove Cemetery, Philo, Ill.

BRUNER, Daniel L., age 80; born Dec. 7, 
1927, in Clio, Mich.; died Mar. 3, 2008, in 
Gladwin, Mich. He was a member of the 
Clare (Mich.) Church.

Survivors include his son, Neil Sr.; 
daughters, Bonnie Grant, Louise Stachowi-
ak and Mary Price; brother, Delbert; sister, 
Marian Bourlier; 13 grandchildren; and 25 
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by 
Pastor Russell C. Thomas, and interment 
was in Highland Cemetery, Gladwin.

FLOOD, Carole (Carman), age 78; born 
Mar. 22, 1929, in Tinley Park, Ill.; died Feb. 
6, 2008, in Tinley Park. She was a member 
of the Southwest Church, Orland Park, Ill.

Survivors include her sons, Scott and 
Randy; daughters, Sheryl Collopy, Lori 
Piecuch, Wendi Flood and Toni Morgan; 
brother, Don Fitzpatrick; sisters, Marylou 
Watkins, Betty Hoglund and Nannette Jen-
nings; 13 grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild.

Memorial services were conducted by 
Pastor Thomas Ferguson, with private in-
urnment.

Survivors include her husband, Stanley; 
son, Stanley Jr.; daughter, Patti VanLu-
ven; brothers, Stanley and Lawrence Mc-
Cullough; sister, Nadine Cornelius; three 
grandchildren; and three great-grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were conducted by 
Pastors Earl Zager, Karl Tsatalbasidis and 
Donald Williams, and interment was in 
Mallory Cemetery, Trowbridge Twp., Mich.

MOORE, Julie M., age 25; born Aug. 17, 
1982, in Kalamazoo, Mich.; died Apr. 
2, 2008, in Wyandotte, Mich. She was a 
member of the Cedar Lake (Mich.) Church.

Survivors include her father, Michael 
Moore; mother, Cindy (Bruce) Moore; 
brothers, Brian and Sean Moore; and sis-
ter, Jennifer Moore.

Memorial services were conducted by 
Pastors David Gotshall and Mickey Mallory, 
with private inurnment.

MORGAN, Edward G., age 66; born May 
27, 1941, in Hayward, Wis.; died Mar. 
17, 2008, in Minneapolis, Minn. He was 
a member of the Spooner-Trego Church, 
Trego, Wis.

Survivors include his sons, James Dysart 
and Edward R. Morgan; daughters, Zandra 
Morgan and Lisa Thompson; mother, Bea-
trice (Lauby) Morgan; brothers, Edward L., 
Ralph and Douglas; and two grandchil-
dren.

Memorial services were conducted by 
Pastor Titus Naftanaila, and inurnment was 
in Veterans Cemetery, Spooner, Wis.

ODLE, Nellie M. (Duggan), age 84; born 
Dec. 22, 1922, in Portland Arch, Ind.; 
died Dec. 16, 2007, in Williamsport, Ind. 
She was a member of the Danville (Ill.) 
Church.

Survivors include her son, Tom; daugh-
ters, Dennie A. Turner, Joy E. Beckett and 
Jane E. Lowe; half sister, Romona McMillen; 
14 grandchildren; 24 great-grandchildren; 
and two great-great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by Don 
Williams and Bryce Wiley, and interment 
was in Highland Cemetery, Williamsport. 

PERVIS, Gracie M. (Beaube), age 87; born 
May 7, 1920, in Bassfield, Miss.; died Mar. 
3, 2008, in Palmetto, Fla. She was a mem-
ber of the Hinsdale (Ill.) Church.

Gracie was the wife of the late Harold 
Pervis Sr. Survivors include her son, Paul 
Jr.; daughter, Dorinda Schutte; sister, Ma-
vis Newman; seven grandchildren; and 13 
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by 
Pastor Norman Bassett, and interment was 
in Gillette Cemetery, Palmetto.

TOMS, Dorothy M. (Sampson), age 96; 
born July 7, 1911, in Tenn.; died Mar. 5, 
2008, in Berrien Springs, Mich. She was a 
member of the Paw Paw (Mich.) Church.

Survivors include her sons, Ted and 
John; and four grandchildren.

Memorial services were conducted by 
Pastor Ted Toms, with private inurnment.

TORTORICI, Donna J. (Geiger), age 64; 
born July 19, 1943, in Verona, Wis.; died 
Mar. 21, 2008, in Fitchburg, Wis. She was 
a member of the Madison (Wis.) East 
Church.

Survivors include her brother, Paul Gei-
ger; sisters, Rose Ellen and Virginia Geiger 
and JoAnn Frederickson; three step-grand-
children; and three step-great-grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were conducted by 
Pastor Bill Ochs and Dale Bossenberry, 
and interment was in Highland Memory 
Gardens Cemetery, Madison.

UNDERWOOD, Doris (Wrate), age 86; born 
May 27, 1921, in Battle Creek, Mich.; died 
Mar. 15, 2008, in Winter Haven, Fla. She 
was a member of the Urbandale Church, 
Battle Creek.

Survivors include her husband, LeeRoy 
G.; son, Joel; daughters, Laurel Underwood 
and Cheryl Brandt; brothers, David and 
Herbert Wrate; sisters, Glenna Briggs, Irma 
Church, Fern Palfi and JoAnne Snelling; 
and five grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by 
Pastors Amado Luzbet and Walter Maier, 
with private inurnment.

WELLER, JoEllen (Workman), age 59; born 
June 10, 1948, in Indianapolis, Ind.; died 
Nov. 2, 2007, in Milan, Mich. She was a 
member of the Ann Arbor (Mich.) Church.

Survivors include her husband, Earl G.; 
son, Christopher; daughter, Wendy A. Read; 
and father, Joseph Workman.

Funeral services were conducted by 
Pastor Gordon Moore, and inurnment was 
in Marble Park Cemetery, Milan.

WOELKERS SR., John A., age 81; born 
June 6, 1926, in Detroit, Mich.; died Mar. 
28, 2008, in Warren, Mich. He was a mem-
ber of the Warren Church.

Survivors include his son, John Jr.; 
daughters, Dorothy Pilarski, Debra Plasecki 
and Diane Woelkers; brothers, Fred and 
Bob; sister, Helene Williams; eight grand-
children; and two great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by 
Pastor Paul Larsen, and interment was in 
Evergreen Cemetery, Detroit.

GILMAN, Robert W., age 66; born July 1, 
1941, in Detroit, Mich.; died July 4, 2007, 
in Edmore, Mich. He was a member of the 
Cedar Lake (Mich.) Church.

Survivors include his wife, Vicki S. (Lad-
eroot); sons, Robert W., Allan and Bobby; 
daughters, Robin Williams, Dawn Drumm 
and Rhonda Dunman; brother, Raymond; 
11 grandchildren; and one great-grand-
child.

Funeral services were conducted by 
Pastor Chuck Davisson, and interment was 
in Vinewood Cemetery, Edmore.

HAKES, Verna E. (Lanaville), age 81; born 
Dec. 12, 1925, in Gourley Twp., Mich.; died 
Nov. 26, 2007, in Escanaba, Mich. She was 
a member of the Wilson (Mich.) Church.

Survivors include her son, Richard G.; 
daughters, Janice M. Baratono and Susan 
K. Luusua; brother, Ken Lanaville; sisters, 
Marlene Robinson, Jean Wilson, Donna 
Lanaville, JoAnne Wendt and Marilyn 
Fournier; seven grandchildren; and 14 
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by 
Pastors Jim Hakes and Bela Kobor, and 
interment was in Wilson Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Cemetery.

LANGBEIN, Alice M. (Martin), age 71; born 
May 25, 1936, in Flint, Mich.; died Apr. 1, 
2008, in Flint. She was a member of the 
South Flint Church, Burton, Mich.

Survivors include her husband, Walter 
W.; sons, Kurt W., Gary M. and Mark W.; 
daughter, Sharlene M. Ervin; brother, Roy 
Martin; sisters, Irene Simms and Juanita 
Cotie; and four grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by 
Pastor Melvin Santos, and interment was 
in Sunset Hills Cemetery, Flint.

MCCLINTIC, Glenn, age 95; born Nov. 1, 
1912, in Carlisle, Iowa; died Mar. 4, 2008, 
in Madison, Wis. He was a member of the 
Madison Community Church.

Survivors include his wife, Margaret 
(Folkedahl).

Memorial services were conducted by 
Pastor Bill Ochs, with private inurnment.

MCKENNEY, Delores (McCullough), age 72; 
born June 13, 1935, in Birch Run, Mich.; 
died Mar. 23, 2008, in Grand Rapids, Mich. 
She was a member of the Allegan (Mich.) 
Church.

Within the Lake Union, the officiating pastor or church communication leader 
is responsible for submission of information to this column.  Forms are available 
in print format, or they can be filled out and submitted directly online.  Mile-
post forms are available at www.lakeunionherald.org.  Conference addresses and 
phone numbers are in the masthead on page 51. 
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Classifieds
All ads must be sent to your local conference for approval. No phoned ads will be 
accepted. Allow at least eight weeks for publication.  Fifty words maximum.  No 
limit of insertions.  Rates: $28 per insertion for Lake Union church members;  $38 
per insertion for all others.   A form is available at www.lakeunionherald.org for 
printing out and filling in your ad. Ads must be prepaid. Make money order/check 
payable to the Lake Union Conference.  There will be no refunds for cancella-
tions.  The Lake Union Herald cannot be responsible for advertisements appearing 
in its columns, and reserves the right to edit ads in accordance with editorial poli-
cies. The Lake Union Herald does not accept responsibility for typographical errors.

1-800-328-0525
or order online at
www.adventsource.org
(enter the promotional code on the website payment page)

FREE with special 
promotional code LUJ8
Regular retail price $5.95/kit

Free kits also available with this special promotional code for Elder, Deacon and
Deaconess, Greeter, Children’s Ministries, Communication, Personal Ministries,

Youth Ministries, Women’s Ministries, Family Ministries, and Stewardship.

AdventSource has a free kit with
the resources you need for this 
ministry.

Catalog #100203

ask you to be a 
Did the Nominating Committee

Sabbath School
Superintendent?

5x4 Sabbath School ad  4/23/08  3:41 PM  Page 1

www.battlcreekacademy.com 
The pursuit of  

In Christ” EXCELLENCE

EXCELLENCE  

Vacation opportunities

VACATION ON KAUAI, HAWAII, “THE  

GARDEN ISLAND.” Kahili Mountain Park 

is a scenic mountain getaway located 

at the base of Kahili Ridge. Just min-

utes from popular Kauai attractions, 

the park has an assortment of 1–4 

room cabins with sleeping for 2–6 

persons. See pictures and rates at 

www.kahilipark.org. For reservations, 

call 808-742-9921.

MAUI  OCEANFRONT  10TH -FLOOR  

STUDIO  CONDO FOR RENT.  Well-

equipped kitchen. Queen bed and 

queen hide-a-bed. Almost all comforts 

of home. Wonderful whale watching in 

season. $130/145 per night plus tax 

and $65 cleaning fee. To view prop-

erty, go to www.maui-mcneilus.com. 

For more information, call Marge Mc-

Neilus at 507-374-6747, or e-mail 

denmarge@frontiernet.net.

NEW ENGLAND SABBATICAL SUITES: 

Completely furnished turn-key apart-

ment in quiet New England home 

on peaceful farm. Short walk to sea. 

Peaceful solitude for time to com-

mune with God, nature and your own 

soul. Available for a few days to a few 

months. For brochure, rates and more 

information, call 207-729-3115.

CRUISE ALASKA (JUNE 17–25, 2009): 

Seven-day southbound glacier route 

on Carnival’s Spirit. Cruise to be 

hosted by Missions of Love, Inc., a 

non-profit corporation raising schol-

arship monies for Christian educa-

tion. Our gospel, vocal group, Except 

For Grace, will be in concert. For bro-

chure or more information, call Al 

Ferry at 661-889-0191, or e-mail 

al@missionsoflove.com. 

Miscellaneous

FREE VOCAL MUSIC CONCERTS WITH PER-

SONAL LIFE EXPERIENCES. A former voice 

instructor from Andrews University with 

his wife and sister will give free Sat. 

evening vocal music concerts with tes-

timonies. Two music CDs and a DVD 

music video are available. For more in-

formation, contact Vladimir Slavujevic 

at 269-473-2826, or e-mail him at 

vladoslavujevic@yahoo.com.

READ YOUR BIBLE THROUGH IN 2008! 

using a unique plan with 52 Weekly 

Assignments. Good for groups or in-

dividuals. To receive by mail, send a 

self-addressed, stamped envelope to: 

This Is Life Eternal, P.O. Box 510657, 

Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0657; or 

download from www.thisislifeeternal.

org. IT’S FREE!!

WANTED TO BUY: Used Adventist books, 
songbooks, cookbooks, schoolbooks. 
Used Adventist books for sale. If in-
terested, contact John at 269-781-
6379.

EVANGELISM THROUGH TECHNOLOGY. 
Spread the message of God’s love via 
the World Wide Web. Join churches 
from around the globe. Experience 
PondTV Media, video on-demand, 
and podcasting. Try our video/audio 
streaming services for free; 30-day 
Free Trial. For more information, con-
tact urick@churchpond.com, or visit 
www.churchpond.com.

SPONSOR A CHILD! $25 a month can 
send a child in India to an Adven-
tist school. It pays for tuition, hous-

ing, food, clothes and medical. AD-

VENTIST CHILD INDIA is an official 

project of Southern Asia Division of 

Seventh-day Adventists. For more 

information, call 443-430-0476;  

e-mail childcare@sud-adventist.org; 

or visit www.adventistchildindia.org.

MISSION QUEST ACADEMY: Beginning 

Sept. 4, 2008, “TIME OUT” for young 

men ages 16+. Discover your potential 

and God’s purpose for your life. In-

depth studies of God’s Word, nature, 

training in missions, vocations, out-

door adventure and much more! Lov-

ing, family environment in the wilder-

ness of Montana. For information, call 

Rod Boothby at 406-754-0094, or 

visit www.missionquestacademy.org.
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Sunset Calendar
 Jun 6 Jun 13 Jun 20 Jun 27 Jul 4 Jul 11
Berrien Springs, Mich. 9:16 9:20   9:23 9:23 9:23 9:20
Chicago, Ill. 8:22 8:26 8:29 8:30 8:29 8:26 
Detroit, Mich. 9:05 9:10 9:12 9:13 9:12 9:10
Indianapolis, Ind. 9:10 9:13 9:16 9:17 9:16 9:14
La Crosse, Wis. 8:44 8:48 8:50 8:51 8:50 8:47
Lansing, Mich. 9:13 9:17 9:20 9:20 9:20 9:17
Madison, Wis. 8:34 8:38 8:40 8:41 8:40 8:37
Springfield, Ill. 8:24 8:28 8:30 8:31 8:31 8:28

AWR travels where
missionaries cannot go.

12501 Old Columbia Pike • Silver Spring, MD 20904
    800-337-4297 • www.awr.org

“I don’t belong 

to any religious 

group, but after 

listening to your 

programs, I feel 

like I’ve known 

the truth.”

Listener in Africa

Learn more on “Making Waves,” 
AWR’s new TV series on Hope Channel and 3ABN

GERMAN EXCHANGE STUDENT wishes to 
attend grade 11 in the U.S., starting 
fall 2008. This 16-year-old daughter 
(not yet baptized) of a Seventh-day 
Adventist now attends an English 
language school in Germany. A na-
tive English-speaking Adventist fam-
ily is sought. If interested in sharing 
your home for 6–12 months, contact 
irinablum@gmx.de.

human Resources

HOSPITAL OPPORTUNITIES IN NORTH 
GEORGIA. Gordon Hospital is seeking 
board certified physicians with 5+ 
years experience practicing classical 
IM medicine. New Hospitalist pro-
gram starting summer 2008; 69-bed 
facility; 8 ICU beds; 79 physicians on 
active staff; average census 20–22 
patients; salaried employment with 
bonuses, benefits, etc. Outstand-
ing Adventist elementary and high 
school within community. Southern 
University within 45 minutes. To learn 
more, contact bonnie.shadix@ahss.
org; phone 800-264-8642; or visit 
website www.gordonhospital.com.

WISCONSIN RAPIDS CHURCH is seeking 
a Bible Worker to be a team player as 
part of its dynamic ministry team. Per-
son must be willing to use their gift-
edness to lead individuals to Christ. 
Spanish speaking a plus. Salary plus 
room and board. An excellent oppor-
tunity awaits you. For more informa-

tion, call 715-343-1751.

NEIL NEDLEY, M.D., is seeking a Physi-

cian’s Assistant with interests in Gas-

troenterology and Internal Medicine. 

Contact Dr. Nedley to discuss the 

salary and benefit package of work-

ing with a health-minded, energetic 

team. Call toll-free at 888-778-4445 

or 580-223-5980.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is seeking Co-

ordinator of Piano Studies. Duties in-

clude teaching piano majors/minors; 

engaging in scholarly activities in 

accordance with University expecta-

tions; Academic advising; serving on 

committees. Earned doctoral degree 

in piano performance preferred. Mas-

ters degree in piano performance ac-

companied with distinguished career 

will be considered. Interested appli-

cants contact Carlos Flores at 269-

471-6342 or cflores@andrews.edu.

THREE ANGELS SCHOOL (Wichita, 

Kan.) is seeking an upper grades 

teacher/principal. Excellent oppor-

tunity for qualified person to be part 

of a spiritual and supportive church 

and school. Duties include teaching 

grades 7–12, leadership and admin-

istration of school. For more informa-

tion, contact Pastor Joel Nephew at 

316-708-9900, or Dr. Kevin Bryant 

at 316-744-2174.

CHILDREN’S PASTOR POSITION AVAILABLE 

AT THE FLORIDA HOSPITAL CHURCH. Du-

ties will include children’s ministries 

at the church as well as chaplain 

responsibilities at Orlando Junior 

Academy and the Children’s Acad-

emy at Loch Haven. Seeking a fun, 

energetic, creative individual who 

loves children’s ministry, knows how 

to delegate and is open to new ideas. 

For more information, call 407-898-

0451. E-mail your résumé with ref-

erences to andy.mcdonald@flhosp.

org; fax to 407-896-5518; or mail 

to 2800 N. Orange Ave., Orlando, FL 

32804.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is seeking an 

Assistant Dean of Women. Opportu-

nity includes assisting in responding 

to the spiritual, social, physical and 

academic needs of the residents. 

Assisting in the daily management 

and direction of the operations in the 

residence hall and other components 

yet to be determined. Qualifications 

include: B.S./B.A. required, M.A. 

preferred, related experience and/or 

training required, previous dean expe-

rience preferred. Interested persons 

can apply at www.andrews.edu/HR/

emp_jobs_salaried.cgi.

COED BOARDING SCHOOLS IN THE PACIFIC 

NORTHWEST seeking qualified working 

chefs and cooks. We are looking for 

talented, spiritual and motivated peo-

ple who enjoy working and teaching 

our youth. Please send your résumé 

to sunny.furtado@xlmgt.com, or fax to 

503-990-8181.
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EXCITING NEW EVANGELISTIC PROJECT IN 

THE IOWA-MISSOURI CONFERENCE. One-

room school creative teacher needed. 

Applicants need to be self-motivated, 

able to think-outside-the-box and 

discipleship-minded to plant a school 

with the intention of growing a church. 

Community where the school will be 

planted will have a minimum popula-

tion of 30,000. Send résumés to the 

Iowa-Missouri Conference, c/o Gary 

Rouse, P.O. Box 65665, West Des 

Moines, IA 50265.

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY’S 

School of Education & Psychol-

ogy seeks FT faculty. Responsibili-

ties include undergraduate/graduate 

education. Successful applicant will 

participate in academic advisement 

and NCATE accreditation. Doctorate 

required or ABD by May 2009. Pref-

erence given to those having teach-

ing experience and coursework in 

Math, Administration, and/or NCATE 

accreditation. Applicant must be a 

member in good and regular standing 

in the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

Send cover letters/curriculum vitae 

to Denise Dunzweiler, Dean, P.O. Box 

370, Collegedale, TN 37315; e-mail 

denise@southern.edu; or phone 423-

236-2776.

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY’S 

School of Education & Psychology 

seeks FT faculty to teach counseling or 

clinical psychology. Doctorate required 

or ABD by May 2009. Related de-

grees/experiences may be considered. 

Duties include teaching graduate/

undergraduate courses, supervising 

graduate-level practica and intern-

ships, and faculty responsibilities. 

The successful applicant must be a 

member in good and regular standing 

of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

Submit cover letters and curriculum 

vitae to Denise Dunzweiler, Dean, P.O. 

Box 370, Collegedale, TN 37315; e-

mail denise@southern.edu; or phone 

423-236-2776.
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Real Estate

INDEPENDENT RETIREMENT in magnifi-

cent mountains of North Carolina at 

FLETCHER PARK INN. Accepting Prior-

ity Fees NOW for current and future 

openings. Vegetarian meals, house-

keeping, transportation, fitness center. 

Adjacent to church, academy, natural 

foods store/bookstore, hospital, nurs-

ing home, and medical offices. For 

more information, contact Fletcher 

Park Inn, 150 Tulip Trail, Hendersonville, 

NC 28792; phone 800-249-2882;  

e-mail fletcherparkinn@yahoo.com; or  

visit website www.fletcherparkinn.com.

FLORIDA LIVING: WHERE THE LIVING IS 

EASY! Senior community near Disney/

Daytona Beach; ground-level apts./

rooms; for one-year lease; some fur-

nished. Transportation/housekeeping 

available. Church/pool/shopping/

activities; 3ABN, Hope TV. VACATION-

ERS: furnished 2BR apts.—$45, $75 

per night—minimum 3 nights; $300 or 

$400/wk. up to four months. For more 

information, call 1-800-729-8017 or 

local 407-862-2646 ext. 24; visit 

website floridalivingretirement.com; or 

e-mail JackieFLRC@aol.com.

CHRISTIANHOMEFINDERS.COM (formerly 

Adventist-Realtor.com) is a nationwide 

real estate referral service, assisting 

church members and employees in 

the process of buying or selling homes. 

We have a network of more than 300 

Seventh-day Adventist realtors ready 

to serve you. For more information, 

call Linda Dayen at 888-582-2888, or  

go to www.ChristianHomeFinders.com. 

More realtors are welcome!

MOVING TO COLLEGEDALE/CHATTA-

NOOGA/OOLTEWAH, TENNESSEE? An 

Adventist realtor with more than 17 

years of experience will be delighted 

to assist you in this major real estate 

investment. This area has a lot to of-

fer. For free consultation, call Sam 

Nkana at 423-503-5286, or e-mail 

asnkana@hotmail.com.

ORLANDO SHORT-TERM RENTAL HOME: 

Lakefront cottage, sleeps 2–6. Newly 

redecorated—three bedrooms, two 

baths. Free access to swimming pool, 

tennis courts, TV, DVD, VCR, washer/

dryer. Half hour from theme parks, 

one hour from beaches, minutes from 

two state parks, Forest Lake Church, 

hospital. Weekly/monthly rates. For 

information, call 240-505-4359.

FLORIDA HOME FOR SALE: Three-bed-

room, two-bath, split plan home in 

excellent condition; near Forest Lake 

Academy and Florida Hospital in 

Altamonte Springs. Quiet, well-kept 

neighborhood; central location. Two-

car garage, new roof (post hurricanes), 

new paint. Priced right to sell fast at 

$299,000. For information, call 407-

862-7634 and leave message.

BOOKSTORE/PUBLISHING COMPANY 

looking for future owner/partner; over 

200,000 Adventist titles. Includes 25 

acres, office/warehouse buildings, 

two homes and garden/orchard. To 

view, visit www.star-of-the-north.com. 

For more information, contact Matt at 

303-810-2145.
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Classifieds
NEW ADVENTIST REAL ESTATE OFFICE 

NOW IN BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICHIGAN. 

Come visit our website at www.Widner 

Realty.com to see our featured homes, 

listings in this general area, and also 

to meet us. We offer free buyer agency 

to promote your best interest. For 

more information, call Charo or Dan 

Widner at 269-471-1000.

for Sale

LOOKING FOR USED ADVENTIST BOOKS? 

Check out Adventistbooks.org, a stu-

dent industry of Great Lakes Adventist 

Academy, or call The Cedar Reader at 

866-822-1200.

RVs!! Adventist owned and operated 

RV dealership has been helping Ad-

ventists for more than 30 years. Huge 

inventory. Courtesy airport pickup and 

on-site hookups. Satisfied Adventist 

customer list available. Call toll-free 

888-933-9300. Lee’s RV City, Oklaho-

ma City. Visit our website, www.leesrv.

com, or e-mail LeesRVs@aol.com.

BOOK/CD SERIES FOR SALE: Victory in 

Jesus by Pastor Bill Liversidge. A new 

book or 5-CD series explaining how 

victory over sin is possible by em-

bracing His death and receiving His 

overcoming life. Available through 

creativegrowthministries.org, or your 

local Adventist Book Center. To order 

by phone, call 828-403-0653 (East 

Coast) or 661-827-8174 (West 

Coast).

PHONECARDLAND.COM 10% DISCOUNT. 

Home of the pinless and rechargeable 

True Minutes phonecard. Make True 

Minutes your long distance service 

at 1.9¢ per minute including Europe 

and Canada. No tax; no fee; no ex-

piration. Come to phonecardland.com 

and choose the best card for all your 

phone call needs; user-friendly and 

secure e-mail: sales@phonecardland.

com; or phone 863-216-0160.



Come take a look and decide if connecting with Andrews is right 

for you.  Because we understand the search for the right college 

or university can be overwhelming, let us lend you a hand. We’ve 

found that one of the most effective ways—if not the best way—to 

discover which school fits you best is through a campus visit.

LET’S BE
CONNECTED

To register for a preview event 

or an individual visit, go to 

connect.andrews.edu/visit 

or call 800.253.2874

UNIVERSITY PREVIEW EVENTS

October 19 & 20, 2008

February 8 & 9, 2009

March 8 & 9, 2009

April 5 & 6, 2009

JUNIOR PREVIEW EVENT

November 9 & 10, 2008

STANDOUT Spiritual Retreat

Date to be Announced. For more 
info, visit standout.andrews.edu.
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TheChoice isYours
More than 350 physicians have chosen to practice award-winning
medical care with us.

A member of Adventist Health System, Huguley Memorial Medical Center is a 213-bed
hospital located in Fort Worth, Texas. On our campus, you’ll find an outpatient surgery and

imaging center, medical office buildings, fitness center, nursing home, retirement
community and hospice.

Our fast-growing, family-friendly community was recently ranked as one of the nine
most-livable large cities in the country.

In the heart of a thriving Adventist population, we’re just minutes from Southwestern
Adventist University and the Southwestern Headquarters of the Seventh-day Adventist

Church. With 22 Adventist churches and 8 Adventist schools in the area, you’ll soon
find the place you belong.

• Primary Care
• Subspecialty Physicians
• Private Practice
• Physician Employment Opportunities

Kathy Ross, R.N.
Director, Physician Recruitment

817-568-5488

ADVENTIST INSURANCE AGENCY in Ber-

rien Springs, Mich. Call 269-471-

7173 for a free quote or for a rate 

comparison today! Or, stop in—we 

would love to meet you! We are lo-

cated at 104 E. Ferry St. in downtown. 

For more information, e-mail insur-

ance49103@yahoo.com, or visit www.

allianceagency123.com.

At Your Service

ARE YOU MOVING SOON? Before you rent 

a U-Haul and do it yourself, check our 

price and save yourself the hassle. 

Plan ahead now and reserve a time 

slot. Fast, direct, and economical. 

Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard Furni-

ture Moving, Berrien Springs, Mich, by 

phone: 269-471-7366 or cell: 248-

890-5700. 

PLANNING AN EVANGELISTIC SERIES OR 

HEALTH SEMINAR? Have questions? 

Need affordable, professionally pre-

pared handbills, brochures, signs, 

banners and mailing services? Call 

Customer Service at 800-274-0016, 

or visit www.handbills.org. You deserve 

the best with confidence and peace of 

mind. Your friends at Hamblin’s HOPE 

deliver on time. 

VISIT WWW.CHRISTIANSINGLESDATING.

COM OR ADVENTISTSINGLES.ORG: Free 

14-day trial! Join thousands of active 

Adventist singles online. Free chat, 

search, detailed profiles, match notifi-

cations! Two-way compatibility match, 

ten photos, confidential online mail. 

Witnessing opportunities to the world 

through articles, friendships, chat, 

forums. Matching Adventists since 

1993! Adventist owners. Thousands 

of successful matches! Top ranked.

SINGLE AND OVER 40? The only inter-

racial group for Adventist singles 

over 40. STAY HOME AND MEET NEW 

FRIENDS in the U.S.A. with a pen pal 

monthly newsletter of members and 

album. For information, send large 

self-addressed, stamped envelope to 

ASO-40, 2747 Nonpareil, Sutherlin, 

OR 97479. 



Announcements
Churches, schools, conferences, institutions, and organizations may submit  
announcements to the Lake Union Herald through their local conference commu-
nication directors.  An easy way to do this is to visit the Lake Union Herald website 
at www.lakeunionherald.org and submit the announcement online. Readers may 
verify dates and times of programs with the respective sources, as these events are 
subject to change.
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Indiana

B.I.K.E. (Bike Indiana Kilometer Excur-

sion): Join this long weekend (June 

5–8) of biking 50 to 70 miles a day 

in Putnam County, Ind. A highlight of 

this year’s tour will be an opportunity 

to canoe down Sugar Creek. Sabbath 

is a layover day of rest and fellowship. 

Bring your own tent, etc., for overnight 

camping. All meals and a sag wagon 

(mobile snack shop) will be provided. 

Go to www.trcamp.org to download 

registration forms, or call the Indiana 

Conference youth department at 317-

844-6201.

Family Life Seminar in Fort Wayne: Walter 

Wright, president of the Lake Union 

Conference, will present a family life 

seminar entitled “Traits of a Function-

al Family: Helping Your Family Grow 

Close” at the Fort Wayne Church, July 

25–26. The first seminar is Fri. evening 

from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., and 

continues Sabbath afternoon from 

2:00 p.m to 4:00 p.m. Wright will 

also speak for the main worship hour. 

A fellowship lunch will be available 

for guests. For more information, call 

260-745-1594.

Teen Canoe Trip is July 29 to Aug. 1. Ca-

noe down one of the most scenic 

waterways in the world on the Current 

River in south-central Missouri. Activi-

ties will include cave explorations in 

and out of your canoe. All you need 

is a tent (unless you want to sleep 

under the stars!), a sleeping bag and 

a swimsuit. The rest is provided. Only 

$110 provides transportation from 

Timber Ridge Camp to the river, your 

food, canoe rental and camping fees 

for this very special four-day event. 

For registration information, call the 

youth department at the Indiana Con-

ference office at 317-844-6201.

North Vernon Seventh-day Adventist Church 

Centennial: All former pastors, former 

members, friends and current members 

are invited to this 100-Year Centennial 

to be held Aug. 8–9. The church is locat-

ed at 3105 N. Hwy. 7. If you have ques-

tions, contact Pastor Manuel Ojeda by 

cell phone: 812-603-8731 or e-mail: 

manuelojeda25@hotmail.com; or call 

Mary Ellen Perkins at 812-591-3805.

Lake Union

Offerings

June 7  Local Church Budget

June 14  Adventist Chaplaincy 

Ministries

June 21  Local Church Budget

June 28  Local Conference Advance

thirteenth Sabbath Offering

June 28  Inter-American Division

Special Days

June 14  Women’s Ministries 

Emphasis Day

North American Division

Amazing Facts & Weimar Institute Join 

Ministries. After two years of heartfelt 

prayer, study, discussion and observ-

ing the leading of the Lord, Amazing 

Facts and Weimar Institute voted 

on Apr. 6, 2008, to proceed with a 

bold, new joint venture. Their respec-

tive boards approved an agreement 

whereby the operations of Weimar In-

stitute will be administered by Amaz-

ing Facts with a new board of directors 

providing direction to both ministries. 

It is our firm conviction that this co-

operative venture will ultimately save 

resources while strengthening the 

primary ministries of evangelism, edu-

cation and health. Both organizations 

are excited about this new synergistic 

opportunity for Christian mission. The 

new AF/WI board will soon proceed 

with selecting new key administration 

for the Weimar Institute. Many details 

remain to be worked out which will be 

announced at a later date. Please join 

us in prayer that this new association 

will be blessed of the Lord and be 

used to expand His kingdom by com-

bining teaching, preaching and heal-

ing in accordance with His example. 

”Then Jesus went about all the cities 

and villages, teaching in their syna-

gogues, preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom, and healing every sickness 

and every disease among the people” 

(Matt. 9:35). Watch for future an-

nouncements as plans unfold at www.

AmazingFacts.org!

SEEDS 2008—Save the date! June 9–11: 

Pre-Conference; June 11–14: SEEDS 

2008. To be held at the Theological 

Seminary building at Andrews Uni-

versity. Church Planting ... and more! 

Join the workforce to reach the 300 

million people in the North American 

Division for God. For church members, 

pastors, conference church plant-

ing directors and coaches. Everyone 

is welcome! FREE Church Planters’ 

Camp Meeting and Rally on Fri. night 

and Sabbath, June 13 and 14, will be 

a high day of inspiration, sharing, wor-

ship and praising God for what He is 

doing through you, with time to seek 

God’s Holy Spirit for fresh power! All 

church planters and supporters of 

church planting are welcome! Con-

ference Church Planting Directors 

and Coaches: nominal materials fee. 

For more information, call 800-255-

7568, or visit www.nadei.org/article.

php?id=90. Registration will be held 

at the Seminary building.

The Hope of Survivors will host a Hope & 

Healing Conference at the Holiday Inn 

Select, 3 Appletree Square, Blooming-

ton, Minn., June 27–28. The purpose is 

to provide information and encourage-

ment to those who have been abused 

by a pastor or spiritual leader. Ad-

vance registration is required. Please 

register online at www.TheHopeOf 

Survivors.com/registration.asp. There 

will be a $40 per person non-refund-

able charge for meals (lunch and din-
ner) served on June 28.

Elder Care Ministry is a NEW program 

for seniors and caregivers coordi-

nated by the North American Division 

Department of Adventist Community 

Services. This new ministry coordi-

nates education and services related 

to aging, health, finance and social 

issues for seniors in the church and 

community. Attend training for this 

cutting-edge ministry at the Adven-

tist Community Services Convention 

June 29–July 5, in Albuquerque, New 

Mexico. For more information and to 

register, visit www.plusline.org, or call 

1-800-732-7587.
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PARTNERSHIP 
with GOD

No Sacrifice
too Great

by gary bUrns

I don’t know how they did it—living in a 

one-bedroom fruit-cellar apartment with 

two children. Home was at the bottom of pre-

cariously steep steps, which at one time were 

hidden under metal cellar doors. Now, they 

were sheltered by a cedar-roofed extension 

from Grandma’s kitchen, guarded by a plastic-

covered screen door.

At the bottom of the steps were shelves of 

Mason jars filled with Grandma’s green beans, 

cherries, peaches, pears and pickles. A little 

door at the end opened into “the apartment.” 

There was one small room with a kitchenette 

to the left. To the right was a little room filled 

with bunk beds, a double bed and one dress-

er. I slept on the top bunk, my sister on the 

bottom bunk. One step into the room and the 

next was into a bed. Why? You might ask. 

When I was in second grade, God impressed 

Dad to become a physical therapist. Leaving 

his work at the Navy shipyard took a major 

commitment and personal sacrifice—but not 

at the sacrifice of his children’s education. 

Through much prayer, Dad and Mom 

formed a partnership with God and were en-

couraged by His promises. When he wasn’t in 

school, Dad washed cars and pumped gas. 

Mom styled hair. Through long hours, hard 

work, personal inconvenience and the risk of 

social embarrassment, Dad and Mom made it 

possible for me, and later my sister, to go to 

church school.

Their partnership with God made no sacri-

fice too great—and it has made all the differ-

ence in the world.

Gary Burns is the communication director of the 
Lake Union Conference. 



ONE VOICE  [ Y o U N G  A D U L t S  S P E A K  t h E I R  M I N D ]

b y  k r i s t e n  tay L o r

In between my sophomore 
and junior years in college, I 
made a decision that would 
change the direction of my 
life forever. I chose to take a 
year off and dedicate it to ser-
vice as a task force worker. It 
was tough, and I faced chal-
lenges that forced me to grow. 
I knew what some of the du-
ties assigned would be, such as 
making sure the girls checked 
in and out [of the dorm], creative programming, teaching 
Sabbath school, being the female sponsor on trips, and gen-
eral dorm upkeep, etc. What I didn’t realize was the direct 
impact and influence I would have with the students as an 
assistant girls’ dean. 

My family was supportive of my decision to take a year 
off, but ultimately it was between me and God to help each 
girl in my dorm face the battles that Satan waged on them 
daily that caused them to stumble. It was through tears that 
I shared with the girls as they faced divorced families, sub-
stance abuse and illnesses that I discovered exactly what I 
was being called to do. I went back to college the follow-
ing year with an increased passion and willingness to follow 
God’s leading.

The next two years of college flew by not only academi-
cally, but also through being an RA, head RA and eventually 
the resident dean my senior year. I graduated in June �005 
with the ambition of finishing my master’s degree. I contin-
ued to pray for my future, a dorm with about �0 girls, an assis-

tant dean, my desire to teach a 
class, and for a school located on 
the east or west coast. My heart 
told me to be specific as I went 
to work at Camp Ida-Haven for 
my seventh summer as program 
director and drama teacher.

It was during that summer 
I received a call that caused my 
heart to skip a couple of beats. I 
still remember the message as if 
it was yesterday: “Hi! This is Bill 

Hicks from Indiana Academy, located about �0 miles north 
of Indianapolis. We have a smaller school, and the girls’ dorm 
has about �0 girls. We were wondering if you would be inter-
ested in applying for the head dean position, with an assistant 
dean, and you would probably be teaching a class, too...” 

Wow! I sat in my vehicle, with the campers’ mail scat-
tered on the seat next to me, stunned in silence. The Lord 
had answered my prayers to a “T” (except for the coastal 
part). And I was able to see God’s hand of guidance in my 
life with perfect clarity.

That is why I can smile each time I answer the ques-
tion, “Do you know where the dean is?” Because I know 
God placed me at Indiana Academy, even at my young age, 
to help Him finish His mission here on Earth. And it is the 
perfect reminder of God’s calling in my life each time I smile 
and say, “Yes, I’m the dean, and no, I’m not a student.” 

Kristen Taylor recently accepted a position at Southern Adventist University 
where she will be an assistant dean of women. She was greatly appreciated 
at Indiana Academy and will be missed.

Hi! It’s nice to meet you. I’m Dean Taylor, and no, I’m not a student,” I say, smiling to myself. This is just 

one of perhaps a thousand times I’ve repeated this phrase since becoming the girls’ head dean at Indiana 

Academy nearly three years ago.

Working Right Where 
God Placed Me

“
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A N D R E W S  A C A D E M YProfiles of Youth [ ]

Erica Evans (17), a senior at Andrews Academy, attended 
the Berrien Springs Village School prior to the academy. Born 
in Busan, South Korea, Erica lived there for five years. Amaz-
ingly enough, she had no knowledge of English when she 
arrived here in August 1996. However, as you listen to Erica’s 
fluent English today, you would be unaware her mother tongue 
is Korean. 

As Erica reflects about her early life in Korea, she recalls the big family there 
and memories of all they were able to do together. Since moving to southwest-
ern Michigan, Erica has grown her personal friendships to replace the large 
family she left behind in Korea. 

Erica enjoys participating in the Andrews University orchestra, cooking pas-
tries and touring with her friends on music trips. She indicates that music will 
always play a big role in her life.

Erica has achieved a perfect �.0 GPA while working as a reader in the acad-
emy’s chemistry department and serving as the Student Association social vice 
president. She currently teaches conversational English to Korean students, and 
hopes to use her skills as she prepares for a career in medicine after graduating 
from Andrews Academy in June �009.

Chikondi Kamvazaana (17), a senior at Andrews Academy, 
has been in Adventist education since kindergarten. He attended 
Ruth Murdoch Elementary School where he made friendships 
that will last a lifetime. Since arriving at Andrews Academy his 
freshman year, Chikondi has made additional friendships that 
broaden that already-firm base of relationships he enjoys with a 
passion. 

Born in Summerville, Georgia, Chikondi lived there for only a 
short time. After living briefly in Chicago, his family moved to Berrien Springs 
where the children would have access to the complete educational environment.

Chikondi was recently elected to serve as the new �008–�009 Andrews 
Academy Student Association president. He will lead about �75 students in a 
variety of activities. Chikondi’s upfront musical abilities with the djembe during 
morning devotions as well as his participation in band has played a major role 
in the development of his leadership talent. He has been a member of the band 
since third grade.

Chikondi enjoys social studies and religion classes at Andrews Academy and is 
strongly considering a career with a bent toward political science or religious ed-
ucation. He is especially grateful for his mother who, as a single parent, strongly 
supports Christian education and the positive effects it has on each student who 
enjoys studying in that environment.

Address Correction
Members of the Lake Region Conference and paid subscribers should contact the Lake Union Herald office with 

their address changes. Members from the Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin conferences should contact their 
local conference membership clerks directly for all Lake Union Herald address changes. Contact phone numbers are 
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Lake Union herald: (269) 473-8242

Illinois: (630) 856-2874  Indiana: (317) 844-6201 ext. 241
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Members outside the Lake Union may subscribe by sending a check for $8.50 (per year) to P.O. Box C, Berrien 
Springs, MI 49103.  Note: If you are a member of a church in the Lake Union but are not receiving the Lake Union 
Herald, please request it through your church clerk or your local conference secretary.
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