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We were excited to find an original copy of the very first 
issue of the Lake Union Herald in the vault. We were more 

excited as we read its contents. Now we have the opportunity 
to share this treasure with each of you, our readers, 100 years 
after it was written.

As you enjoy this window to the past, we believe you will 
agree with us, we’ve been here too long. 
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Guest Editorial
b y  R o d n e y  G r o v e ,  L a k e  U n i o n  c o n f e r e n c e  E x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y

Hastening the Day
It was the last night of camp meeting. I had been working in a district for the conference for some 

time so I was on the camp meeting work roster even though I still had two weeks of school left. As 
the evening began I had no idea that I would still remember it 40 years later.

H.M.S. Richards Sr., founder of the Voice of Prophecy, was the evening speaker. The sermon was a 
powerful presentation on last day events, the Second Coming and the need to be ready. As the King’s 
Heralds sang the closing song, Richards made an appeal. It was short and to the point, but people from 
all over the tabernacle began to come forward. Not sure what I was supposed to do, I moved close to 
one of the older pastors and decided to follow his lead. He walked over to those who had come forward, 
gathering a small group around him. He asked their names and then prayed for them. I gathered a group 
and did the same. As the prayers finished the King’s Heralds transitioned into “Lift up the trumpet and 
loud let it ring, Jesus is coming again!” The service ended as we all joined in on the chorus. 

“Sonny boy!” A voice from my prayer circle got my attention. 
“Yes, ma’am.” My parents would have been proud.
“I’m 87 years old.”
“Yes, ma’am.” No disputing that.
“I know my Bible better than you do!”
“Yes, ma’am.” Young pastors get little respect.
“I love the Lord more than you do!”
“Yes, ma’am.” With each comment she poked her finger into my chest.
“I don’t want to live to see Jesus come!”
That stunned me. She explained that last day events scared her, and she wanted them to be put off 

until after she died, which she also explained she wasn’t ready to do yet. The Holy Spirit took over my 
conversation with the lady—that’s the only way I can explain it. I don’t even remember everything I said 
to her, but when I saw her again she thanked me for my insights and said she now wanted to see Jesus 
return before she died.

On my desk I have a copy of the first edition of the Lake Union Herald, published 100 years ago. 
Reports from the seven conferences, 123 schools, Emmanuel Missionary College and the 50 colporteurs 
who averaged 80 cents per hour in sales, indicate the same challenges then as today. Pleas for money 
fill the issue. The virtues of enrolling in one of our schools are shared. The difficulty in getting our litera-
ture into the hands of the people is explained. And the notion that Jesus was about to come and they 
needed to be ready permeates the issue. No indication is given that they expected 2008 to come before 
His return.

As I read through the paper, I wondered about me. Could I be delaying Jesus’ return? The response hit 
me in a statement Ellen White made: 

“Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When the charac-
ter of the Savior shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim His own. It is the 
privilege of every Christian, not only to look for, but to hasten the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Were 
all who profess His name bearing fruit to His glory, how quickly the whole world would be sown with the 
seed of the gospel” (Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 69).

I don’t know about you but I want Jesus to come NOW! So excuse me while I go get a character 
adjustment. 

We asked Rodney Grove to write the October editorial in keeping with the bylaws, which call for the  
executive secretary to carry out the responsibilities of the president in the president’s absence. —The editors
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Michigan Jon and Cathy Ulrich were born on different 
sides of the Earth—Jon in Quezon City, Philippines, and 
Cathy in Salem, New Jersey. They met in San Diego, Cali-
fornia, when both were in officer training school in the U.S. 
Navy, and were married in 1987. In 1995 son Ben joined 
their family.

In 2001 Jon, who 
was still in the Navy, 
was assigned duty at 
the Federal Center 
in Battle Creek. He 
left the Navy a few 
years later, but con-
tinues to work at 
the Federal Center 
as a civilian.

In Fall 2006, 
the Ulrichs received 
a brochure in the 
mail about a series 

of presentations on archaeology by Tony Moore to be held 
at the Battle Creek Tabernacle. Cathy and Jon decided to 
attend the seminar. “We found the archaeology presenta-
tions intriguing because [the presenter] tied recent archae-
ological finds to Scripture,” says Cathy.

The archaeology seminar was followed by a series of 
meetings on Bible prophecy by Jay Gallimore, president of 
the Michigan Conference. Cathy heard about Seventh-day 
Adventists as a girl and remembered watching the televi-
sion program, “It Is Written,” with George Vandeman. 
However, it wasn’t until she attended the Bible prophecy 
series that she learned more about Adventists beliefs. She, 
Jon and their son, Ben Ulrich, faithfully attended the meet-
ings. Ben was so interested in these new teachings, that he 
filled out a card every night asking for Bible studies. 

“The Bible seminar gave us a thirst to know more, and 
we began Bible studies with Pastor Bruce Moore,” says 
Cathy. Convinced that they had found their church home, 
Cathy, Jon and Ben were baptized at the Battle Creek Tab-
ernacle on July 7, 2007.

In 2005, Jon and Cathy decided to adopt a child from 
Russia. When they met Dasha, Cathy recalls, “we knew that 

An archaeology seminar followed by a prophecy 
series at the Battle Creek Tabernacle led Jon, Cathy 
and Ben to search the Bible further and make their 
decision for baptism. Front: Dasha Ulrich; Back: 
Cathy Ulrich, Jon Ulrich and Ben Ulrich 

Bob Albers’ life is a beautiful example of how 
our lives can be changed if we are willing to yield to Jesus. 
He was one of four brothers who were placed in an orphan-
age because their grandmother, although she tried to raise 
the boys, was elderly and unable to give them proper care. 
Life there was especially hard for four-year-old Bob, since 
he was small and sickly. While the older children were at 
school, he was left to play alone. For the next five years, Bob 
lived in three different orphanages, attended public schools 
and was teased and 
ridiculed because 
he wore second-
hand clothes. 

Eventually, Bob 
was placed with an 
Adventist family in 
St. Johns, Michi-
gan. There he met a 
new sister, Roberta, 
who “didn’t want a 
brother” and ini-
tially made life hard 
for him. When Bob 
was 17, he was formally adopted. 

Later, when Bob began to date a girl of another faith, his 
parents became very upset. Bob was so angry at their reac-
tion that he left the family farm. When he cooled down and 
returned to apologize, his father told him he was no longer 
welcome. 

Bob was later married and held a job at the Lansing 

Michigan 

she was the one we wanted to become part of our family.” 
It took two years and two trips to Russia to complete the 
adoption process, but Dasha finally came into their home 
on March 25, 2007.

Since coming to America, Dasha has adjusted well and 
has learned to speak English and ride a bike. She and her 
brother Ben are both students at Battle Creek Academy.

Jon, Cathy and Ben are all active members of the Battle 
Creek Tabernacle. Jon works with the audio/visual depart-
ment, Cathy helps with fellowship dinners and serves as a 
greeter, and Ben is involved in Pathfinders and the greeter 
committee.

Dasha has found her home with the Ulrich family, and 
the Ulrich family has found their church home at the Battle 
Creek Tabernacle.

Charlotte Erickson, communication leader, Battle Creek Tabernacle

Bob Albers’ life is a beautiful example of how 
our lives can be changed if we yield to Jesus. 
From left: Bob Albers and Ken Micheff, former St. 
Johns Church pastor 

�   |  Oc t o b e r  2 0 0 8   •   L a k e  U n i o n  H e r a l d 	 T h e  L a k e  Un i o n  He r a l d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e . 	



as I both read them and shared them with friends. Looking 
back, I also remember being greeted and welcomed [that 
Sabbath] by everyone I met.

On the way to the airport, I stopped at my work place to 
talk to my manager about changing my schedule. I wanted 
to continue to attend church. My first Saturday scheduled 
was from 12 to 5 p.m., so I could go to church and still work. 
But I felt sad going to the salon from church. I didn’t want 
to leave church and go to work. I wanted to stay and spend 
time with these wonderful people. Eventually, I ended up 
having Sabbaths off.

One day at work, while I was talking to Chris on my 
cell phone, my call waiting beeped. It was from St. Johns, 
Michigan. I clicked over to the other line and heard the 
friendly voice of the pastor. We talked as he answered my 
questions. Then we set a time to talk more. Wow, did I feel 
special, a busy pastor was going to take time to help me! He 
gave me Bible lessons, answered questions, and always used 
his Bible and prayed. I continued to study once a week with 
a church elder, Maxine Mosher. I also attended the “Here I 
Stand” meetings with Doug Batchelor and the Ted Struntz 
evangelistic series.

A peace came into my life as I reviewed everything I 
had learned, and I decided to ask the pastor to baptize me. 
I am continuing my Bible studies, and now my mom and 
some friends are interested. I want to thank everyone who 
has been a part of my journey to Christ. This church is ex-
actly what I was looking for—Bible teaching, family ori-
ented and God-loving people.

Nicole Katch, member, St. Johns Church, as shared with Brenda Roy, 
communications leader, St. Johns Church, and Bruce Babienco, volunteer 
correspondent, Lake Union Herald

I (Nicole Katch) began my journey to be-
coming a Seventh-day Adventist because of an argument 
with my boyfriend, Chris. I told him I went to church on 
Sunday, and he told me it was the wrong day [to worship]. I 
was surprised, and didn’t believe him. It was the first time I 
had heard about the Sabbath. Chris taught me other truths 
that brought me close to Jesus. 

One weekend I made plans to fly to visit Chris in Flor-
ida. On Friday night, I looked on the Internet and located 
an Adventist church that was just seven miles from my 
home. Since my flight was late Saturday afternoon, I de-
cided to check out the church; it would be my first Sabbath 
in church! I found the church, and with nervous butterflies 
in my stomach I entered. The greeter gave me a welcoming 
smile and a warm hug—instantly, it felt like home.

When I entered the sanctuary, the congregation was 
singing a hymn, and I wanted to join them. As I looked 
around, someone handed me a hymnal opened to the song. 
I don’t remember what the sermon was that day, but that it 
was powerful. After the service, I got to meet Ken Micheff, 
then St. Johns Church pastor, and asked where I could find 
information about Adventists. He suggested I sign the guest 
book with my telephone number so he could contact me. 
He also gave me some pamphlets, which I carried with me 

Michigan 

Oldsmobile factory. Everything went fine for him until Bob 
was blamed and convicted of an armed robbery he didn’t 
commit. Bob was sentenced for two and a half to five years 
in prison. 

When a pastor came for prison services, he invited ev-
eryone to give their life to Jesus; Bob responded. As they 
knelt to pray, the pastor placed his hand on Bob’s head. Bob 
felt a new power, and from that time on he was a changed 
man. He was released after one year in prison and reunited 
with his wife.

Bob’s first marriage ended in divorce, and he later mar-
ried again but was disappointed when that marriage ended 
after only ten years. Later, his sister Roberta asked him to 
come home since their parents had died and she was alone. 
They became friends and house mates after 50 years. Bob 
cared for Roberta until she passed away. 

At 80 years of age, Bob made a deep commitment to 
Jesus Christ. Desiring to be an Adventist, Bob was baptized 
in the St. Johns Church by Ken Micheff, former pastor. 

Brenda Roy, member, St. Johns Church, as told to Bruce Babienco, volunteer 
correspondent, Lake Union Herald

Nicole Katch and Ken Mitcheff, then pastor of the Saint Johns Church, share 
the joy of Nicole’s baptism. Nicole later remarked, “This church is exactly what 
I was looking for—Bible teaching, family oriented and God-loving people.”
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YOUTH  in  Action

Twelve-year-old Breanna Wood is musically talented. She began violin lessons when she was six years old and 

piano when she was ten. She has since found ways to use her talent to bless others. Breanna has played violin 

with her brother for students attending college preview days at Andrews University. She and her brother 

have also played for funerals and church services. Breanna plays her instruments once a month at Riveridge Manor in 

Niles, Michigan. And most recently, Breanna played a duet with her violin teacher at a wedding.

Breanna also seems to have a heart to 
bless others. In addition to sharing her 
God-given musical talents, she donates 
her time to serve within her community. 
Not long ago, Breanna arrived with her 
grandmother, Darlene Wood, at Polly’s 
Place, a shelter for battered women and 
their children, located in Niles. There, 
Breanna washed windows and cleaned 
toys for about three hours. She says she 
went to Polly’s Place because she “thought 
it would be fun to help out.” 

At Polly’s Place, Breanna met some of 
the women and children seeking shelter 
from domestic abuse. She recalls, “I was 
thinking inside: I’m so happy that I can help people who are having 
difficult times.”

This summer when Breanna was asked to perform with 
her violin teacher at the wedding, she was happy to do so. 
Afterward, Breanna received $100 for her part in the wed-
ding. Since she performed on Sabbath, Breanna decided not 
to keep the money for herself. First, Breanna contributed 
ten percent for tithe at her church, and then she decided to 
donate the remaining $90 to a charitable organization. 

Breanna learned about the recent vandalism at Polly’s 
Place and thought about the women and children she met 
there earlier. She wanted to do something to help, so Bre-
anna talked to her grandmother about donating her after-
tithe dollars to the shelter. In addition, she inquired about 

her remaining spending money, which 
amounted to $2.52.

One Sabbath in July Peggy Cain, chair-
person of Polly’s Place Board of Directors, 
received an envelope from Breanna. Peggy 
said, “On the back of the envelope [Bre-
anna] wrote a Bible verse and the amount, 
$92.52.” Inside was Breanna’s donation—
her money from the wedding performance 
plus her discretionary spending money. 

Peggy was impressed by Breanna’s 
thoughtful service at the shelter and her 
subsequent unselfish gift. She thought 
Breanna’s actions were in stark contrast to 
the four young people who vandalized the 

shelter in July, which resulted in the shelter’s closure until 
the damage was repaired. Peggy said, “My response to Bre-
anna was ‘tears.’ At first I thought that she had taken up a 
collection and was donating it to us. It reminded me of the 
lady who gave her very last penny and was the most blessed 
of all.”

Breanna’s donation will be added to other donations 
given by children at area VBS programs this summer and 
used to purchase a new roof for Polly’s Place.

Diane Thurber is the assistant communication director of the Lake Union 
Conference. 

For additional information about Polly’s Place Niles, call the shelter at 269-
687-9822, or Peggy Cain at 269-583-6523. Donations may be mailed to: 
Polly’s Place Niles, P.O. Box 1055, Niles MI 49120 

b y  D i a n e  Thu   r b e r

A Heart for Others
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BE|OND our BORDERS

From Tragedy to 
Missionaries

Kandice’s husband, Luke, im-
mediately forgave the truck driver 
who hit the car, despite the fact 
that his wife, unborn daughter 
and mom had just been taken 
from his life. It was a miracle that 
Amanda Mendoza, Luke’s then 
13-year-old daughter by guard-
ianship, had walked away from 
the accident. At this point it be-
came clear that God had another 
purpose for her life.

About a year and a half later, 
the Piersons turned a tragedy into a blessing by answering the 
call to missionary work in Africa. They rallied up family mem-
bers back in California and other members from the New 
Haven Church, and headed to Ghana on July 23, 2007. Mark 
Pierson II was reluctant to do missions work, but he felt the 
Holy Spirit pleading with him through the song, “Send Me,” 
by Christian artist Lecrae, which Mark found spoke with admi-
rable boldness about how we as a culture are “too comfortable 
in our lives, letting the rest of the world die.”

According to the writers of Culture of Prejudice, the Global 
North represents 20 percent of the world’s population and 
consumes 80 percent of the world’s resources. That leaves 
only 20 percent for more than 100 developing countries strug-
gling for survival. Ghana is no exception. There is no garbage 
pickup in Ghana, which means that rivers along the streets 
are littered with garbage that cannot be burned. In addition 

to this, Amanda says, “People 
do everything they can to make 
money to survive. The money 
they do make goes to important 
things such as food, shelter, and 
very little clothing. They don’t 
have extra money to waste.” Mark 
concludes, “The people who live 
there are the most hospitable and 
friendly people I have ever met. 
They have absolutely nothing, yet 
they still give all they can.” 

While in Africa, the group 
watched as blessings came to those they served 
as they laid hands on and prayed for the sick 
and shared the gospel of Jesus. They saw God 
at work, bringing healing and adding more 
lives to His kingdom. During what started as a 
casual conversation on Bojo Beach, Mark found himself assur-
ing one stranger of the sufficient comfort God is able to give 
to us in our hardships, through his own story of recent losses. 

Mark, Luke and Amanda came back from their mission trip 
and held an inspirational worship and song service wearing the 
African clothes made for them by an African friend. They are 
planning a second mission trip to Africa this summer. 

Plans and funding are underway for a namesake school to 
be built in Ghana in honor of Cathy Pierson.

Amanda Warneck is the communication director of the New Haven Church in 
Michigan.

On the frigid afternoon of March 22, 2006, New Haven Church members were called and asked to keep the 

Pierson family in their prayers. While the Piersons were moving from California to Michigan, the women 

traveling by car were in a tragic accident. Church members were later informed that Cathy Pierson and 

her 22-year-old, seven-month pregnant daughter-in-law, Kandice, were killed in the accident, news that would forever 

change the lives of the men in the moving van in front of them.

b y  A m a n d a  W a r n e c k

When an automobile accident caused the death of members of the 
Pierson family, those spared looked for meaning and purpose. They 
turned tragedy into a blessing by answering the call to missionary 
service in Africa.
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FAMIL|  TIES

b y  Su  s a n  E .  Mu  r r ay

Speaking the Truth in Love

What are some of the things 
that those considering continu-
ing medical treatment, or ending 
medical treatment, need in the 
face of the possible end of their 
life? Well, I’m not sure how it is 
for everyone, and I haven’t expe-
rienced it myself; but there are 
many who have made this jour-
ney, many from whom we can 
learn.

When facing recurring can-
cer, for example, it isn’t any easier 
to deal with than the first time. Common emotions peo-
ple express are distress, self-doubt, anger and fatigue. The 
distress comes from the shock of it coming back when you 
moved on in your daily life. People often doubt the wisdom 
of their past treatment and the judgments they previously 
made. Anger is very common and reasonable. The anger 
may be toward the physician for not stopping the cancer 
the first time, or they may wonder why they put up with 
the treatment side effects just to have to deal with it again. 
Dealing with cancer again? That means fatigue! It means 
more fear, perhaps embarrassment. All these emotions are 
normal.

Opportunities for talking about these emotions and 
someone to help process decisions that need to be made is a 
gift. We often assume a person “doesn’t want to talk about 
it” or that there is someone else supporting them. But un-
less we ask, “How can I be the best support to you right 
now?” we won’t know.

People want to know, to be assured, that they have made 
a difference in the world and have opportunity to acknowl-
edge that with someone. Asking, “What life events have 

given you the most joy?” and even 
“What life events or decisions 
have caused you regret?” open 
doors for important processing. 
Another conversation starter 
would be, “What has given your 
life its purpose and meaning?”

In coming to terms with the 
end of one’s life, forgiveness is 
often important. Asking, “How 
do you want to be remembered?” 
Or “Is there someone you want to 
forgive? What do you want to do 

about that?” can open doors to healing.
Making end-of-life plans is very important. Consider 

these questions: Is there a final trip to visit family, friends 
or a special place that you want to go? What do you most 
value about your physical or mental well-being? Are there 
circumstances under which you would refuse or discontin-
ue treatment that might prolong your life? How will others 
learn this? Who do you want to make your healthcare deci-
sions for you if you are no longer able to do that?

A friend of mine once said, “We shouldn’t ask people 
how they are unless we are willing to stay around and pick up 
the pieces.” Asking the important questions, staying by and 
speaking the truth in love are priceless gifts we can offer.

Susan Murray is an associate professor of family studies who teaches 
behavioral science and social work at Andrews University. She is a certified 
family life educator and a licensed marriage and family therapist. 

Suggested Resources 
 
Caring Conversations: Making Your Wishes Known for End-of-Life Care. www.
practicalbioethics.org 
 
Five Wishes. www.agingwithdignity.org

Sometimes we are so busy trying to keep the bad things from happening, that we miss unbelievably rich opportu-

nities to grow and embrace what’s happening in our lives. When we step up to having really important conversa-

tions in the face of a terminal illness, everyone wins. 

P a r t  II
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HEALTH|  CHOICES

Building a 
Better Body

Strength training is safe and effective for men and women of all ages. Coupled with aerobic exercise, strength 

training has a significant impact upon one’s physical and mental health. Strength training improves one’s self-

confidence and self-esteem, and acts as an antidepressant. One feels fitter and is less prone to injuries. The 

symptoms of chronic conditions such as back pain, arthritis and depression are diminished, while there is a reduced risk of 

chronic diseases, such as diabetes and osteoporosis.

Strength t ra in ing he lps 

you stay young .

b y  W i n s t o n  J .  C r a i g

Muscle loss can  
be reversed.

Results from a four-month program showed that 
strength training improved joint flexibility and decreased 
pain in older men and women with 
moderately severe osteoarthritis by 
about 40 percent, similar to that 
seen with medications. Similar 
improvements in clinical symp-
toms have also been observed in 
patients with rheumatoid arthritis. 

In a research study, strength training twice a week by 
postmenopausal women improved hip and spinal bone 
mineral density by about one percent with a subsequent re-
duction in the risk of bone fractures. Stronger muscles make 
for stronger bones. In addition, significant improvement in 
balance occurs with progressive strength training. Stronger 
muscles mean fewer falls, and fewer disabling fractures. 

Muscle mass naturally decreases as you age. Typically, 
in a sedentary person muscle loss is replaced with fat. The 
increase in body fat puts one at greater risk of heart dis-
ease and cancer. However, strength training can reverse the 
trend of muscle loss and fat gain. Strength training builds 
muscle mass, which increases the metabolic rate and im-
proves weight management and glucose control. Muscle 
loss means that more fat is deposited in muscle cells. This 
marbling effect is associated with insulin resistance, which 
means an increased risk of diabetes mellitus.

Cardiac patients can also im-
prove their aerobic capacity when 
they engage in strength training. 
The American Heart Associa-

tion has recommended strength 
training as a way to improve cardiac 

health and reduce the risk of heart disease. They also rec-
ommend it as a therapy in the rehabilitation regime of car-
diac patients. 

The purpose of strength training is to strengthen the 
large muscles of the back, abdomen and shoulders, as well as 
the arms and thighs. To effectively build muscle, one should 
follow a routine that involves a series of exercises, per-
formed three times a week, in which each exercise is slowly 
repeated ten to 12 times, using appropriate weights.

Eating adequate protein is important for muscle health. 
However, muscle building does not come from a bottle. 
Products like DHA (docosahexaenoic acid) and creatine 
are just not worth the money, while human growth hor-
mone has undesirable side effects. The surest and safest way 
to prevent muscle loss and build muscle is through regular 
strength training. The good news is that with two months 
of strength training a person can reverse two decades of 
sarcopenia (muscle loss).

Winston Craig, Ph.D., R.D., is a professor of nutrition at Andrews University. 

Vi s i t  w w w. L a k e Un i o n He r a l d . o r g 	 L a k e  U n i o n  H e r a l d   •   Oc t o b e r  2 0 0 8   |  �



EXTREMEGRACE

Grandpa Jake tells of the night God heard his prayer 
through the winds of a New Mexico blizzard, and showed 
him a “touch of moon” that gave him a quick glimpse of the 
ancient Ponderosa Pine at the corner of the homestead.

“God showed me the way home that night, just so I 
could serve Him a few more years,” Jake said.

Pray, even when there is no hope. Especially when there is no hope!

Henry remembers his missionary uncle coming home 
discouraged because he’d given an evangelistic series in 
southern Chile and only baptized a mother and her son.

“He was so depressed that he almost quit the ministry,” 
Henry says. “But in the years since that series of meetings 
that tiny Chilean church has produced more than 200 pas-
tors and church leaders!”

Never let numbers be your yardstick for success.

W.H. Anderson and his wife traded the safety of Indiana 
for the “possibilities” of Africa in 1895. His journal calmly 
describes terrifying adventures with ox carts, muddy hikes, 
hungry lions, freezing nights, stoves made from tin cans and 
the ever-present devil.

W. H. and his fellow adventurers took Cecil Rhodes’ 
gift of a vacant Rhodesian farm, built mud houses and 
classrooms, and turned it into Zimbabwe’s Solusi College. 
When the locusts came, they pounded on frying pans to 
chase them from the crops. It worked! And in the morning 
they cooked the remaining insects, dried ‘em, “and packed 
them away for future use.”

Then, late on November 8, 1895, came the monsoons.
“The walls of our houses had not had time to dry, and 

the next morning the whole gable end was washed in. Our 
nicely polished stove was covered with about eight inches 
of mud and the dirt floor in the kitchen had about three 
inches of water standing on it. The whole place was a ruin. 
The disappointment was so bitter to Mrs. Anderson that 

for the first time in our mission 
experience, I caught her shedding 
a few tears. However, she soon 
brightened up, and we set to work to 
repair the damage.”

The journal’s tales would have provided MacGyver with 
an entire season of innovations. 

Nothing can stop God’s work. Slow it down maybe, but not stop it!

That brings me to 91-and-three-quarters-year-old  
Auntie Theresa.

Theresa was nine months old when her mother died. 
On her sixth birthday she took over the laundry, cleaning 
and cooking for her father and eight older brothers!

“We farmed 10 acres of vegetables,” Theresa remem-
bers, “and I worked in the fields AND did all of the house 
chores. And I was a very tiny little girl!”

“I learned to cook and clean real good,” Theresa smiles. 
“But the laundry was the worst. One day I was washing 
sheets and clothes in the upper irrigation ditch when all 
of a sudden the river took my dad’s underwear. I tried to 
catch ‘em but I couldn’t run as fast as the water. Besides, the 
ground was too icy!”

“I didn’t go home till really late that night. I just couldn’t 
tell my father that I lost his underwear. It was a brand new 
pair of 95¢ long johns and I knew I was into a heap of trou-
ble and I was really scared!

“I finally went home and told my father what I’d done. 
He took me in his arms and said ‘Theresa, you never need 
to be afraid of me. I love you and you’re the most important 
person on our farm. We can always replace underwear, but 
we could never replace you!’”

That’s the way God loves!
You can hear God’s footsteps in the stories of the pioneers! 

Dick Duerksen is the official “storyteller” for Maranatha Volunteers 
International. Readers may contact Dick at dduerksen@maranatha.org.

The River Took 
Dad’s Underwear

b y  D i c k  Du  e r k s e n

You can hear God’s footsteps in the stories of the pioneers.
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CONEXIONES
EN   ES  P A Ñ O L

No hay duda para 
mí que los frutos de 
este evento son el 
resultado de la unidad 
que se ha logrado 
mantener. Cuando 
comencé mi tarea 
como vicepresidente 
de la Unión del 
Lago en el año 2004 me era difícil imaginar que se pudiera 
obtener una unidad tal en evangelismo. En ese tiempo había 
mucha desconfianza entre las iglesias y los pastores de las 
dos asociaciones en Chicago. Durante el siguiente año 2005, 
hubo un tiempo de transición de administradores y pastores 
en la Asociación Regional y había mucha preocupación en 
cuanto el futuro. Recuerdo haber pasado muchas horas 
asistiendo a reuniones, visitando iglesias y entrevistando a 
hermanos y pastores con el propósito de apoyar y animar la 
obra hispana en la Asociación Regional. Entonces en el año 
2007 resolvimos llevar a cabo la campaña La Esperanza es 
Jesús como un esfuerzo combinado de las dos asociaciones 
y la Unión del Lago. A pesar de los esfuerzos del enemigo 
para desanimarnos, los coordinadores y pastores de dichas 

asociaciones se 
mantuvieron firmes y 
trabajaron unidos para 
predicar el precioso 
mensaje de esperanza.

Ahora estamos en 
una nueva etapa en 
la historia de la obra 
hispana en la Unión 

del Lago. Hemos visto los beneficios de una labor unida, y 
tanto pastores como administradores en Chicago desean 
continuar por ese camino. No hay duda que debemos unir 
nuestros esfuerzos en otras ciudades, tales como Milwaukee, 
en el estado de Wisconsin, Detroit y Grand Rapids en el 
estado de Michigan y en Indianapolis, estado de Indiana. 
Miles de personas en estas ciudades necesitan conocer 
nuestro mensaje de esperanza. Mi oración es que sigamos 
en el camino que hemos comenzado, para así hacer efectiva 
la oración de nuestro Señor - Yo en ellos y tú en mí, para 
que sean perfectamente unidos; para que el mundo conozca 
que tú me has enviado y que los has amado, como también a 
mí me has amado (Juan 17:23).

Carmelo Mercado es el vicepresidente general de la Unión del Lago.

Vale la Pena 
Trabajar Unidos

“Es la perfecta unidad - una unidad tan estrecha como la unión que existe entre el Padre y el 
Hijo- lo que dará éxito, a los esfuerzos de los obreros de Dios” (Manuscrito 1, 1903).

p o r  C a r m e l o  M e r c a d o

El artículo de este mes fue escrito el día después de concluir el programa La Esperanza es Jesús en Chicago. 

Durante la semana más de mil personas asistieron a las reuniones cada noche y miles más las vieron por vía 

satélite. Cientos de visitas vinieron a las presentaciones durante la campaña y muchos de ellos respondieron 

a los llamados del pastor Alejandro Bullón. Además, hermanos y pastores de las asociaciones del estado de Illinois, de la 

Asociación Regional del Lago y de la Unión del Lago ofrecieron su tiempo y recursos para lograr que esta campaña fuese un 

éxito. Y como resultado de esta campaña, cientos de personas se unirán al pueblo de Dios, no solamente en nuestra Unión 

sino también en diversas partes del mundo. 

Pastores y administradores unidos en la campaña La Esperanza es Jesús en la ciudad de Chicago.
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SHARING our HOPE

A Ministry of Prayer
M e e t i n g  P e o pl  e ’ s  D e e p e s t  N e e d s

Jerry Kleintank, an elder at Chapel West Seventh-day Adventist Church in Indianapolis, Indiana, and his wife 

Jeanne have started a new ministry in Indiana. It’s called a prayer station. They got the inspiration while vacation-

ing in Florida. The basic objective behind the prayer station is to be a conduit to meet people and connect them to 

the only One who can satisfy their deepest needs. Walmart, in Plainfield, Indiana, agreed to allow Jerry and Jeanne to set 

up a booth outside the entrance 14 days out of the year. The prayer station simply consists of a table with a large banner. 

On the table are copies of Steps to Christ and The Final Events of Bible Prophecy, a video by Doug Batchelor, that people can take 

free of charge. Jerry and Jeanne stand beside the table and wait.

The response has been amaz-
ing. More than 100 people have 
approached the table with prayer 
requests or just wanted to pray for 
Jeanne and Jerry’s ministry. The 
overwhelming need that people 
have requested prayer for is to have 
peace and stability in their lives. 
Some people have requested prayer 
in finding a new church. Some 
come with heart-wrenching stories 
and leave with a little lighter load. 
Here are two stories that Jeanne 
and Jerry shared. 

One lady approached the prayer 
station asking prayer for her hus-
band, an abusive alcoholic. The next week she returned 
beaming. That same evening she had returned home with 
peace in her heart. For the first time her husband admit-
ted he needed help and committed to joining an Alcoholics 
Anonymous group. He also took her out on a date a few 
days later, something they had not done in many years. 

A young man told Jerry of his desire for people to be 
real. When asked if he would be willing to pray with them, 
he confessed that he had never prayed before. After the 
prayer a lady approached the table. The young man ex-
citedly asked if he could pray with them again. There is a 

deep hunger and thirsting for God 
that this prayer station is reveal-
ing. Jeanne and Jerry are providing 
a means where people can meet the 
Bread of Life and the Living Water. 

The Kleintanks have also been 
blessed by the prayer station. “It is 
heartwarming just to be used in this 
manner. People are searching and 
wanting to know Jesus better, and if 
they know Him, they want to talk to 
Him. It is a humbling experience to 
stand here and have people come to 
you wanting to pray,” Jerry related 
with glowing enthusiasm. 

The prayer station provides a 
safe place where people can freely express their burdens 
without worrying about how relatives, co-workers, church 
members or friends may respond. Currently, the Kleintanks 
are looking for new locations to use the prayer station as a 
tool for ministry. Steven Manoukian, Chapel West Church 
pastor, believes that their ministry has also impacted the lo-
cal members who are seeking new ways to reach out to the 
needs of their community.

Jill Manoukian is a ministry partner at Chapel West and Brownsburg churches 
in Indiana, where her husband Steven is the pastor. 

b y  J i ll   M a n o u k i a n

Jeanne and Jerry Kleintank have started a new ministry 
in Indiana—a prayer station. With permission from store 
managers, they erect the station outside Walmart and wait. 
More than 100 individuals have approached the Kleintanks 
for prayer. They have discovered people are searching and 
wanting to know Jesus better. 
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Bold 
Beginnings
L o o k i n g  B a c k  1 0 0  Y e a r s

The year was 1908. It was a year with many significant events. Mother’s Day was 

celebrated for the first time. Henry Ford introduced his first Model T automobile. 

Billy Murray hit the charts with “Take Me Out to the Ball Game.” A long distance 

radio message was sent from the Eiffel Tower for the first time. The first Gideon Bible was placed 

in a hotel. Albert Einstein presented his quantum theory of flight. Dutch scientists produced solid 

helium. The first passenger flight in an airplane took place. The Lusitania crossed the Atlantic in 

four days, 16 hours and 15 minutes. General Motors Corporation was founded.

During this year of change and innovation 
in our nation and world, a significant event 
took place in the Lake Union Conference that 
has influenced the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church and its members in this region for 100 
years. The Lake Union Herald was launched on 
November 4, 1908, as a weekly communique, 
with a subscription rate of 50¢ per year. Though 
Lake Union constituents had other reading ma-
terials produced by the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church available in 1908, the first issue of the 
Lake Union Herald was viewed as unique, and its 
purpose was announced in the new publication:

“The first publication of the Lake Union Herald 
is for the purpose of filling a long-felt need for 
a medium of communication between the con-
ferences and laborers of the Lake Union Con-
ference; to aid in unifying the work in all lines 
of Christian endeavor; and to keep the mem-
bers of the churches throughout the Union in-
formed as to advance methods of conducting 
missionary work.”

In the early years of the Lake Union Herald, a 
major content contributor was Ellen G. White, 
Church co-founder and spokesperson. Some 
consider her first article, “A Revival Needed,” 
to be the cornerstone for the magazine’s focus 
in its initial years of publication, according to 
Carlos Medley of the Adventist Review, who re-
searched the Lake Union Herald’s history in 1977.

In the content that was shared in the very 
first issue of the Lake Union Herald, it is apparent 
the editor and church leaders desired to clearly 
and openly divulge the progress of the Seventh-
day Adventist Movement in the Lake Union 
territory. Since that inaugural issue, there have 
been 15 dedicated editors of the Lake Union Her-
ald. Each issue continues “to tell stories of God 
at work in His people in order to encourage, 
inspire, educate, advance and unify the church 
in the Lake Union Conference,” as expressed in 
the magazine’s current mission statement. 

Diane Thurber is the managing editor of the Lake Union 
Herald. 

b y  D i a n e  Thu   r b e r

Lake Union Herald 
Editors
Almeda Haughey

1908 and 1909

Lou Kirby Curtis
1909 to 1917 

F.O. Rathbun
1917 and 1918

Lou Kirby Curtis
1918 to 1934

L.W. Foote, editor
1934 to 1937

R.M. Harrison, editor
1937

G.E. Schultz, editor
1937 to 1943

R.M. Harrison, managing editor
1944 to 1947

E.L. Green, managing editor
1947

W.F. Grall, editor
1947 to 1954

R.L. Logan, editor
1954 to 1958

Gordon Engen, editor
1958 to 1975

Richard Dower, managing editor
1975 and 1976

Jere Wallack, editor
1976 to 1984

Charles C. Case, editor
1984 to 1991

Richard Dower, editor
1992 to 2002

Ann Fisher, managing editor
2003

Gary Burns, editor
2003 to Present
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Tidbits from the Past
100 Years Ago
Items of Interest
West Michigan Notes
Vol. I, No. 3, November 19, 1908, p. 7

“A brother who has recently accepted the 
truth at Beverly, near Grand Rapids, writes: 
‘There is a little empty school-house a short dis-
tance from us, and I have rented it for Sunday 
night meetings, and pay two dollars a night. It 
is well seated, and there is also a good piano. 
Brother Robinson and wife, and some of the 
church members are coming out to hold meet-
ings. Oh! If I may see one dear soul accept the 
truth, I shall be so happy.’”

90 Years Ago
North Michigan Conference
Among the Indians
Vol. X, No. 21, May 22, 1918, p. 6

“During the winter meetings were held among 
a number of families of Indians living on a res-
ervation near Harris. Owing to the fact that only 
a few of them can read, and hardly any have 
Bibles, the progress of the work necessarily is 
slow. But they are intelligent and seem anxious 
to hear the word of God. Only a part of the mes-
sage has been presented to them thus far, and 
they, including their native minister, seem to 
have accepted it.

“Other means than preaching should be 
adopted in order to more effectively reach this 

people with the truth. We have thought of start-
ing a Sunday school.

“There has just arrived among them anoth-
er native preacher from Canada. He will take 
charge during the summer. This may effect our 
work among them. It may cause a set back. We 
should remember this corner of the vineyard 
in our prayers for the progress of the cause of 
righteousness.”
—S.C. Hannon

80 Years Ago
Emmanuel Missionary College
Vol. XX, No. 52, December 19, 1928, p. 16

“The financial condition of the school is the 
best it has been for many years. At the present 
rate we shall soon be entirely free from debt. 
Our current bills are paid, and we have been 
able to keep an operating reserve in the bank. 
The radio has been given a wave length of 590 
kilocycles which is among the highest permitted 
by the Federal Radio Commission. Many reports 
come from interested listeners.”
—Guy F. Wolfkill, President

70 Years Ago
Wisconsin Conference
Camp Wijumivo
Vol. XXX, No. 19, May 17, 1938, p. 5

“The Wisconsin Conference is happy to an-
nounce that all arrangements are completed for 

the summer Junior training camp to be held July 
18 to 28 at Devil’s Lake, Wisconsin. The camp 
will be held on the south shore of the lake in 
the old Kirkland Hotel which the State recently 
purchased and is renovating for purposes as we 
desire. ... 

“Many are beginning to inquire about the 
uniforms. There are uniforms for both boys and 
girls. ...

“The price for camp this year will be $10 for 
each child for ten days. This includes board and 
room but does not include bedding or clothing. 
Every child will be expected to bring his own 
dishes, as there are no dishes at camp.”

60 Years Ago
Lake Region
Announcing Our First Camp Meeting
Vol. XL, No. 15, April 13, 1948, p. 10

“The first camp meeting of the Lake Region 
Conference will be held on the academy grounds 
near Cassopolis, Michigan, June 18–26, 1948. 
The first meeting is set for Friday evening, June 
18, at 8 p.m. ...

“Among those to contribute to the success of 
the meeting will be men from the General Con-
ference with their wealth of experience in the 
work of God, as well as our own Union and local 
conference workers. ...

“We are expecting the first unit of the new 
academy to be completed by that time, and 

C o m p i l e d  b y  J u d i  D o t y
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the entire building, as well as another, will be 
available for the occasion, besides a number of 
family tents which will be pitched for your con-
venience. ...

“We are expecting a very large number of 
campers this year, therefore early reservations 
should be made.”

50 Years Ago
Indiana
Columbus Church Float Wins Prize
Vol. L, No. 42, October 21, 1958, p. 7

“The Columbus Seventh-day Adventist church 
entered a prize winning float in the Fall Festival 
Parade. ...

“The prize-winning float, going under the 
American Temperance Society banner, featured 
a giant-sized bottle of alcohol on a revolving 
wheel. Chained to it were a man, woman, and 
child. ...

“Certainly this well-planned, timely visual aid 
made a deep impression on all who saw it. In 
similar ways more churches should participate 
in civic activities.”
—C.M. Willison, Temperance Secretary

40 Years Ago
Illinois
President Reports District Changes
Vol. LX, No. 37, September 24, 1968, p. 10

“The conference committee has felt that the 

time has come to start work for the Oriental 
people in Chicago. There are several thousand 
Japanese and Koreans living in the metropoli-
tan area. We have been fortunate in securing 
the services of Elder George S. Aso. He and Mrs. 
Aso will be arriving in Chicago soon. Elder Aso 
has been a successful soulwinner in other cities. 
He already has many good interests in the Chi-
cago area. Some liberal contributions recently 
received make it possible to begin this new work 
at this time.”

30 Years Ago
Great Lakes Adventist Health Services, Inc.
Hinsdale News Notes
Vol. LXX, No. 17, May 2, 1978, p. 7

“Hinsdale Hospital recently underwent a suc-
cessful three-day review by the State Depart-
ment of Health, entitling it to a one-year license 
renewal. While touring the hospital the inspec-
tor commented on the distinct Christian atmos-
phere and cleanliness of the institution.”
—Joel Hass, Correspondent

20 Years Ago
Lake Union Conference
Union trains literature workers
Vol. LXXX, No. 1, January 1988, p. 19

“Fifty new literature evangelists from Illinois, In-
diana, Michigan and Wisconsin, and their leaders 
participated in a training school, October 7–11.

“Literature evangelists training schools are 
conducted in the spring and fall at the Lake 
Union Conference office. ...

“Elder Ted Smith, associate publishing direc-
tor for the Southern Union Conference, and El-
der Felix Castro, marketing director for Pacific 
Press Publishing Association, were guest in-
structors. ...

“Literature evangelists are a vital link in the 
soul-winning process. ...

“People who have made a commitment to 
do something for Jesus Christ are needed to 
work as literature evangelists in all local confer-
ences.”
—George Dronen, Associate Publishing Director

10 Years Ago
NET ‘98 News
NET ‘98’s Message
Vol. 90, No. 7, July 1998, p. 21

“Dwight K. Nelson, speaker for NET ‘98, be-
lieves that the final message to our world before 
Jesus comes again will be ‘the incredible love of 
God which is at the core of all the teachings of 
Seventh-day Adventists as found in the Bible.’ 
That message is the message of NET ‘98.”

Judi Doty is the circulation manager and back 
pages editor of the Lake Union Herald. 
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E x c e p t  C a l e b 

There are some notable phrases in literature 
that the moment you hear them, they arrest 
your attention and capture your imagination. 

Phrases like:
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.” 

—Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities 
“When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die.” 

—Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship 
“The problem of the twentieth century is the problem of 

the color line.”—W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk 
Or perhaps these words:
“It is eleven days’ journey from Horeb by way of Mount 

Seir to Kadesh Barnea. Now it came to pass in the fortieth 
year...”—Deuteronomy 1:2, 3 (NKJV)

I remember how I felt when I didn’t graduate with my 
senior class in college. Because of finances I had to miss two 
quarters. At other times I couldn’t afford a full class load. It 
was terribly disconcerting to me when it took five years to 
finish a four-year academic program, but an 11-day journey 
taking 40 years? In this age of instant everything—micro-
wave food, the Internet superhighway, supersonic transport 
jets, satellites and cell phones—a 40-year delay is beyond our 
level of comfort or comprehension.

The Problem of Race
A significant event (often overlooked) happens just as the 

children of Israel anticipate entering Canaan. “Then Miriam 
and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian 
woman he had married; for he had married an Ethiopian 
woman. ... And the Lord heard it.” 

We speak in public about how much we love each other and 
how much we believe in equality, but behind closed doors, 
when everyone in the room looks the same, our conversation 
changes. Just ask Jesse Jackson about hot mics.

God has a hot mic, and He hears what we really mean. He 
knows what’s in our hearts, and He is determined to eradi-
cate every trace of bigotry, prejudice, racism, sexism, chau-
vinism and xenophobia, and everything else we use to divide 
ourselves. He will eradicate the demon of division and racism 
from among His people.

All my life, I’ve heard some so-called followers of Christ 
say things like, “When I get to Heaven, I’ll come over to your 
side.” Some, though not bold enough to say it, think it. In 
Heaven, there will only be one side, God’s side. If you’re not 
on His side, whose side are you on?

Just before Israel enters the Promised Land, God stops 
the procession and addresses Miriam’s attitude by turning 

b y  T i m o t h y  N i x o n
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her skin white as snow with leprosy, then puts her out of the 
camp seven days. He doesn’t dismiss it or tolerate it or deny 
it or hide it. He singles the offender out publicly. It was a wit-
ness to the entire nation about God’s character and His atti-
tude toward racism. He will not accept it among His people, 
and He begins with the leadership. We wonder why we’re still 
here. As William Shakespeare wrote in “Julius Caesar,” “The 
fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, But in ourselves...”

A Peek at the Promise
With the Miriam and Aaron incident behind them, Israel 

seems ready to claim their inheritance. God instructs Moses 
to select 12 leaders, one representative from each tribe, to 
spy out the land. It is interesting that God uses an egalitarian 
system—equal representation. He doesn’t allow one tribe to 
have six spies, leaving the other 11 to vie for the remaining 
six slots. God wants a broad analysis and a broad perspec-
tive—not one narrow view.

One of the leaders is Caleb, representing the tribe of Ju-
dah. From all indications there is nothing special about him. 
As a matter of fact, the one who Moses selects to mentor and 
prepares to succeed him for leadership is Joshua, not Caleb. 
As far as we can tell, he is an ordinary person respected by his 
countrymen. We sometimes think that those in Bible times 
were super-spiritual saints on steroids. But that was not the 
case. Caleb was an ordinary person just like us.

The time was the season of first harvest. It was God’s pur-
pose that they enter Canaan at harvest time. They arrived 
exactly on time. Sometimes our sojourn on Earth seems de-
layed, but we must learn to trust God, never question His 
timing.

Caleb, Joshua and the other spies leave with their instruc-
tions to spy out the land. After 40 days, they return carrying 
the evidence of God’s promise of a land flowing with milk 
and honey. The fruit is so rich, juicy and full; it takes two men 
to carry one cluster of grapes. 

Two Reports
The people are excited as the spies give their report. It be-

gins quite well, positive, affirming. “It’s true,” they say, “the 
land is as God has promised, it flows with milk and honey.” 
Then comes the word: nevertheless. One commentator says the 
word suggests something impossible to man.1 “Nevertheless, 
they’re bigger than us, too great for us, too much for us. And 
there are different people there—all kinds of people—even 
giants!” The Israelites are getting worked up, anxious, trou-
bled, moaning. 

Caleb senses where things are going. He tries to turn the 
tide of opinion. He quiets the people, and he speaks with 
confidence and enthusiasm. It’s the opportunity he’s been 
looking for his whole life. “Let us go up at once and take pos-
session of the land, for we are well able to overcome it.” 

But the other spies said, “We are not able to go up against 
the people, for they are stronger than we.” In their faithless 
and negative report, they begin to exaggerate. 

“All the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature.” 
Then finally these tragic and tortured words, “We were like 

grasshoppers in our own sight and so we were in their sight.”

Perceivable Differences 
How do two people have the same experience, go to the 

same place, see the same things, and come to two completely 
opposite conclusions? How do two people come to the same 
obstacles; one sees them as obstructions while the other sees 
them as opportunities? One person sees their problems as 
God-abandonment, while the other sees them as God-moments. 
How does that happen? It’s a matter of perception. 

Our perception is shaped by our experiences. The Psalm-
ist says something about how our experience shapes our view 
of God—our perception of Him. “With the merciful You 
will show Yourself merciful; with the blameless man You will 
show Yourself blameless; with the pure You show Yourself 
pure; and with the devious You will show Yourself shrewd” 
(Psalm 18:25, 26 NKJV).

What was the experience that shaped their 
perception so dramatically? It was Egypt—an 
experience that distorted their perspective. 
Egypt was deeply embedded in their psyche. It 
is a recurring theme in their travels. Whenever 
trouble came, they would view it through the cracked lens of 
their Egyptian experience. They are either wishing they had 
never left Egypt, wishing they had died in Egypt, or wishing 
they could return to Egypt. They even select leaders to lead 
them back to Egypt. What was Israel’s problem?

Slave Mentality
Israel had a slave mentality that not only disturbs the op-

pressed, but also distorts the oppressor. There are no victim-
less crimes when sin is involved. A slave mentality gives the 
oppressed an undue notion of inferiority, and the oppressor 
an unearned notion of superiority. There are several phrases 
that give us a window into Israel’s collective psyches. “We 
were like grasshoppers in our own sight and so we were in 
their sight.” They had developed an inferiority complex, and 
it manifested itself by comparing themselves to other people. 
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In postmodernism we call it othering—identifying other peo-
ple as different to reassure yourself that you are normal.2 It is 
defining your identity by who you are not.

The story of the pharisee and the tax collector gives us an 
example of this phenomenon. The pharisee prays, “God, I 
thank you that I am not like other men,” then interrupts his 
prayer to glance at the man next to him and adds, “especially 
this tax collector” (see Luke 18:9-14).

Israel saw themselves through the eyes of the nations that 
inhabited the Promised Land, and deemed themselves inca-
pable of realizing the purpose and plan God had for them. 
How often do we do the same thing? We view our inability 
to fulfill the commission of Jesus through the eyes of those 
around us. We have allowed self-imposed limitations to im-
pede our mission.

Pessimistic Spirit 
God told them not to worry about their enemies; He would 

fight their battles. Just as He delivered them from Egypt, He 
would conquer the inhabitants of Canaan for them. Yet, Is-
rael focused on the negative and refused to see the positive. 
Paul teaches the church in Corinth that we are changed by 
what we focus on. We must never allow our past or present 
circumstances to distort our view of the future and the clear 
promises of God.

Refusal to Change
They refused to change. God referred to them as a stiff-

necked people. They resisted redirection in their lives. They 
were set in their ways. It seemed that no amount of pleading 
by Moses, nor the abundance of dramatic miracles, would 
cause them to view things differently. They were stuck in 
their past, and they made themselves incapable of fulfilling 
the purpose God had for them.

Failure of Faith
They grumbled and talked among themselves, “Let us 

select leaders.” The reason God had been so demonstra-
tive with them, why their deliverance had been so spectacu-
lar—the ten plagues that broke Egypt’s will, the conquest at 
the Red Sea, water from the rock, manna from Heaven, the 
pillar of cloud by day and fire by night, had all been given 
to increase their faith. God was trying to rewrite new expe-
riences in their psyches to overcome the oppression, failure 
and disappointment of their past. But they had lived in the 
traumatic setting of slavery so long, they did not believe 
they could be extricated from its hopelessness. They began 
to view their dysfunctional, abusive experience as normalcy. 
Thus their greatest failure was a failure of faith.

Death in the Desert
And God said, “No one from this evil generation will see 

the good land I promised your forefathers, except Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua, son of Nun, because they  
followed me wholeheartedly” (see Deuteronomy 1 and 
Numbers 32).

Although it had been God’s plan, the generation that left 
Egypt never got to go into the earthly Promised Land. They 
died in the wilderness. God would not allow Israel’s faithless 
murmuring generation to enter the earthly Canaan. We are 
now seeing a similar generational transition. The builders are 
dying and the boomers are reaching retirement. And they are 
dying in the world’s wilderness.

Again God is purging His people. He will not allow a 
faithless excuse-making generation to accomplish the work 
He has called Seventh-day Adventist believers to complete. 
Nor will He allow them to be translated to heavenly Canaan. 
I’m not suggesting that those who die will not be saved. Mo-
ses died in the wilderness and was resurrected. I am saying 
that God will raise up a generation, a believing generation, 
through whom He will finish His work.

Caleb and Joshua
Caleb and Joshua experienced the same situations and dis-

appointments as their comrades. They, too, had lived a life of 
slavery, but they would not allow the past to determine their 
future. When the cries of dissent were leveled, Caleb’s con-
fident voice could be heard above the chorus of discordant 
voices. He had a different spirit.

As the two faithful senior citizens stand at the borders of 
Canaan once again, Caleb, true to form, lifts his voice, “I am 
as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent me; just as my 
strength was then ... Now therefore, give me this mountain of 
which the Lord spoke in that day...” (Joshua 14:11, 12 NKJV)

God still has some mountains to give us. We can be as fear-
less, faithful and confident as Caleb.

Timothy Nixon is the chaplain of inreach at Andrews University and an 
associate pastor at Pioneer Memorial Church.

This article by Timothy Nixon is an excerpt from his original article by the 
same title, based on a sermon preached at Pioneer Memorial Church on  
July 19, 2008. The original article and sermon podcast are available at  
www.lakeunionherald.org.

1. Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, Vol. 1, Review and Herald 
Publishing Association, Hagerstown: Maryland, 1996, p. 864. 
 
2. Stevens, Jay, The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Philosophy, Alpha Books, 
Indianapolis: Indiana, 1998, p. 221. 

Scripture references not noted are from Numbers 12 and 13 NKJV.

18   |  Oc t o b e r  2 0 0 8   •   L a k e  U n i o n  H e r a l d 	 T h e  L a k e  Un i o n  He r a l d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e . 	



Vi s i t  w w w. L a k e Un i o n He r a l d . o r g 	 L a k e  U n i o n  H e r a l d   •   Oc t o b e r  2 0 0 8   |  19

Debbie Michel received an Emmy nomination for her role 
as co-producer of Dateline’s “Saddam Hussein’s Capture”; 
a National Headliner Award for Dateline’s coverage of the 
Washington D.C. sniper story; and the NBC “Ovation Award” for 
“Above and Beyond Effort” on the sniper story. 

Former NBC producer 
Debbie Michel now 
teaching at Andrews 
University

News of Saddam Hussein’s capture 
broke on a Saturday. While it made 
international headlines, the impact the 
timeline of events had on Debbie Mi-
chel, a producer for Dateline NBC and a 
new Seventh-day Adventist Christian, 
was like none other. It was her week-
end on duty. “In two and a half years of 
a breaking news rotation, I never once 
had a Sabbath conflict, not even when 
Hussein was captured,” she says. “God 
set it up.”

Michel, a new associate professor of 
communication who teaches journal-
ism at Andrews University, came from 
New York City, working in a top-tier 
news market for one of the most suc-
cessful news programs in the history of 
journalism. While it might seem to be 
a puzzling career move to relocate to 
a small town and work for a Christian 
college, “God said to me: ‘This is where 
I want you to be,’” says Michel.

Michel earned her B.S. in journal-
ism at Brooklyn College at the City 
University of New York. She then 
continued her studies in journalism at 
the master’s level with an emphasis in 
broadcast communication at Columbia 
University.

In 1995, Michel began what would 
become an 11-year tenure at NBC. She 
worked for NBC News, Nightly News with 
Tom Brokaw, Dateline NBC and NBC 
Productions, where she produced 
documentaries and news segments for 
a client list that ranged from Discovery 
Channel to National Geographic to Good 
Housekeeping magazine.

It was in late 2003 when Michel 
realized there was a void in her life, a 
void that not even a successful career 
could fill. As she prayed and studied, 
she found herself drawn to spiritual 
programming. “I would come into the 

office, turn on the TV and then 
hit the mute button. As a jour-
nalist, you need to keep abreast 
of the day’s events but I found 
that I would much rather listen 
to programs on 3ABN or Amaz-
ing Facts TV on the Internet.”

In November that same year, 
she was baptized alongside her 
soon-to-be husband, Jean-Ires. 

As part of her newfound 
faith, Michel made a personal 
commitment to keep the Sab-
bath. Over the next two and a 
half years—the last years she 
spent with NBC—Michel says, 
“I never once had a Sabbath 
conflict even though I was fully 
prepared to tell my manager I 
couldn’t work on the Sabbath.”

When their daughter, Chris-
tiana, entered the world in No-
vember 2004, Michel used her 
maternity leave not only to bond 
with her newborn, but also to 
more fully connect with God. “I spent 
a lot of time thinking, reading and 
praying. God started speaking to me.” 
She eventually re-entered the work-
force, but just a short six months later, 
Michel realized, “It’s time to leave.”

“God gave me time to figure out 
what to do and make a graceful exit 
from NBC,” she says. “That decision 
meant taking a leap of faith to leave 
behind a seemingly-secure job in the 
media capital of the world—New York 
City—without any prospective job in 
hand and to follow in the footsteps of 
Christ.” With a new baby and the cost 
of living in New York City, it was a leap 
of faith for Michel to leave her secure 
career and wait for God to lead. “My 
heart was with Christiana, ministry 
and mission. I stayed home and just 
prayed for the next step.”

In 2007, God started to open 
doors. Michel had the opportunity to 
take a teaching position in a warmer 
climate, just two hours away from her 
parents. But that wasn’t the right door 

for Michel. “To this day, I don’t know 
how this happened,” says Michel of her 
visit to Andrews University. “I came 
here and saw the media ministry; that 
got me excited. I was excited about the 
prospect of teaching students journal-
ism in a Christian environment. God 
said to me, ‘This is where I want you 
to be.’”

Now Michel is taking the knowl-
edge of media and communications 
that she acquired working in the field 
and is applying it to the classroom for 
students at Andrews University.

“My path has led to Andrews 
University where I have the awesome 
privilege and responsibility of teaching 
budding journalists and other com-
munications specialists. I pray that my 
experience will motivate students to 
want to write and report stories that 
will in some way, shape or form draw 
people from out of this world of sinful 
darkness and into God’s marvelous 
light.”

Keri Suarez, media relations specialist, 
Andrews University 



20   |  Oc t o b e r  2 0 0 8   •   L a k e  U n i o n  H e r a l d 	 T h e  L a k e  Un i o n  He r a l d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e . 	

Junior board 
represents Christ’s 
hands and feet
More than 1,000 patients treated 
on Costa Rica mission trip

Although physically located in 
Chicago’s western suburbs, Adventist 
Hinsdale Hospital’s reach extended all 
the way to Costa Rica when a group 
of physicians, nurses and their fami-
lies and other community members 
visited the island nation on a ten-day 
mission trip to serve more than 1,000 
patients. Led by the hospital’s medical 
staff auxiliary junior board, which is 
comprised of local high school and col-
lege students dedicated to serving the 
community by supporting the hospital, 
the annual trip is becoming so popular 
that organizers had to turn away hope-
ful participants. 

“It is just so amazing to know that 
we were able to positively impact 
people’s lives in the simple but ef-
fective way we did,” said 15-year-old 
Isabel Camara of Hinsdale, a junior 
board member and one of 54 people 
on the trip. “Just seeing the looks of 
gratitude on their faces when we gave 
them medicine is something that I will 
never forget.”

Camara worked alongside her 
mother, Christina Camara, a physician, 
taking patients’ blood pressure, exam-

throughout the entire building,” said 
Colleen Salvino, trip leader and chair-
woman of the junior board. “We were 
unsure about whom all the accolades 
were for. Then one of the Costa Rican 
leaders informed us that these children 
had been looking forward to us coming 
for the past year and all the cheers were 
for us. That was a moment that I will 
remember always.”

Members of the construction team 
also painted schools in several rural 
areas. The group spent three extra 
days in Costa Rica to enjoy the natural 
beauty of the country by zip lining 
through the rain forest, swimming in 
scenic lakes, horseback riding through 
the mountains and beaches, white 
water rafting and even witnessing an 
active volcano. Evening fellowship 
with prayer, reflection and God Stop 
reports—moments in the day when 
individuals felt God’s presence in their 
lives—were sundown rituals that the 
group participated in every night.

“We are so proud of the healing 
ministry of Christ that these children 
set out to do through this mission trip,” 
said John Rapp, regional vice president, 
Ministries and Mission at Adventist 
Midwest Health. “They not only gave 
of their time, but they also gave of their 
hearts, which is something that is so 
uncommon in today’s society.”

Demia Tunis, public relations intern, 
Adventist Midwest Health 

ining vital signs and working 
in the pharmacy. 

Thanks to support from 
the local community, a fund-
raising walk in April netted 
$12,000—more than twice 
the amount expected—for 
medical supplies and other 
necessities. The donations 
allowed every member of the 
contingent to carry an extra 
50-pound suitcase filled with 
medication and supplies. 

The group started out 
in San Jose and later trans-
ported the makeshift clinic 
to underprivileged areas in the city and 
mountains. The attendees were then 
broken up into three groups—medi-
cal assistance, construction work and 
kids camp leaders. Medical leader 
Margaret Wallach, a physician assistant 
and member of Adventist Hinsdale 
Hospital’s medical staff auxiliary board, 
put together a team of four doctors, 
a physician assistant and a registered 
nurse. As soon as the team arrived, 
hundreds of local mothers, fathers and 
children were lined up, patiently await-
ing medical attention. In four days, 
they treated more than 1,000 patients 
for malnutrition, parasites, skin dis-
eases and other ailments. 

Additional medication was left 
behind for a free clinic in San José. The 
children and adults were given hygiene 
packs that contained a toothbrush, 

toothpaste, soap and a 
wash cloth. As the adults 
waited in the long lines, 
children were guided 
to the nearby commu-
nity center for games, 
prizes and crafts. On the 
first day, approximately 
1,000 children from lo-
cal schools joined in the 
festivities. 

“As soon as we walked 
into the community 
center, a wave of applause 
and excitement was heard 

In San José, approximately 1,000 children participated in games, prizes 
and crafts while adults waited in long lines for free hygiene packs. 

This Costa Rican family was among 1,000 patients treated 
by physicians, nurses and their families and other community 
members during a ten-day mission trip organized by Adventist 
Hinsdale Hospital’s medical staff auxiliary junior board.
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News
[ path  f i n d e r  n e ws  ]

Pathfinder Honors 
Retreat and Master 
Guide Campout 
begins with a bang

Lake Region—The Fourth Annual 
Pathfinder Honor Retreat was held 
for the first time at Camp Wagner on 
May 2–4. It started off with a bang, 
literally, as retreat coordinator Angie 
Gardner (Lake Region Conference 
Teen Leaders in Training coordinator) 
and retreat facilitator Rob Johnson II 
(Motor City Youth Federation presi-
dent) were involved in a fender bender 
while en route to the campground. The 
Lord, in His infinite mercy and grace, 
held back the satanic forces, and every-
one had safe traveling mercies to and 
from the campground this year.

The theme for this year’s event 
was “Citizens of the Kingdom.” Under 
the direction of the retreat commit-
tee, with input from Lake Region 
youth director Ralph Shelton and Lake 
Region Pathfinder director Roy Laues, 
close to 400 individuals—inclusive of 
Pathfinders, directors and staff, Adven-
turers and Master Guides—were able 
to matriculate to more than 30 honor 
classes during the course of five ses-
sions. Some of the honors offered this 

Nearly 400 attended the Fourth Annual Pathfinder Honors Retreat at Camp Wagner. 

year were basic sewing, model rocketry, 
camping skills, drumming and percus-
sion, cats, dogs, sign language, nutrition 
and digestion, just to name a few!

Pathfinder clubs in attendance at 
this year’s retreat traveled from the 
following areas: Chicagoland (Shiloh, 
Straford, Hyde Park and Indepen-
dence); Motor City (London, Yp-
silanti, Conant, Inkster, Ecorse and 
City Temple); Michiana (Bethel, All 
Nations and Mizpah); and Michigan 
Conference (Oakwood Knights).

It was awesome to see all work-
ing together as a smooth and oiled 
machine to bring a program full of 
learning to every youngster in atten-
dance! The big hits this year were the 
“Honor’s Walk-Through Tent,” under 
the direction of director Cookie Mc-
Mahan, and the backpacks full of fun 
items! This year’s vesper speaker was 
none other than “The Psalmist,” Bran-
don Perry of the Living Water Church, 
and line call devotions were rendered 
by Brandon Dent of Smooth Praise of the 
Ypsilanti Church.

In attendance for the first time 
were two Hispanic clubs from Chica-
goland area—South Shore and Logan 
Square. A very special thank you to 
Vanston Archbold, pastor, for helping 
to make this happen. Another impor-
tant VIP on hand who pitched in and 
helped out as part of the special task 
team was Latita Thomas, the Chicago-

land Federation president.
Also held at the campground this 

year on the very same weekend was 
the Annual Master Guide Campout, 
under the direction of Master Guide 
coordinator Leon George. Master 
Guides taught honors as part of fulfill-
ment requirements for Master Guide 
investiture.

Tears were shed during the closing 
program as the retreat executive com-
mittee presented Inkster Wolverine 
Pathfinder director Robert H. Jackson 
Jr. with a plaque commemorating his 
hard work with the Honors Retreat 
since its inception in 2005. Jackson, 
his wife Yvette and daughter Omnike’ 
will relocate to Shanghai, China, later 
this year. Honor Retreat committee 
member, Karen Hagerman, was pre-
sented with a plaque as well because of 
her donation of 400 backpacks for all 
participants at this year’s retreat.

To Ralph Shelton, Lake Region 
youth director, Jerome Davis, Lake 
Region president, and the Lake Region 
Conference, on behalf of the Honors 
Retreat executive committee, we wish 
to thank you very much for allowing us 
the use of the awesome Camp Wagner! 

Planning has already begun for next 
year’s retreat—stay tuned! 

Angie Gardner, Pathfinder Honors Retreat 
coordinator, Lake Region Conference
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News
Local Pathfinder 
club learns about 
citizenship

Indiana—While the members of the 
Columbus Pathfinder Club worked on 
their Christian Citizenship honor, the 

mayor of their town, Fred Armstrong, 
was invited to speak to the Pathfind-
ers at their weekly meeting. The room 
was hushed as he spoke about his job 
as mayor and shared what the children 
could offer to do as citizens of their 
local community.

Upon the mayor’s invitation, each 
member of the club dressed in uni-
form to attend the mayor’s State of 
the City Address. They learned how 
the government works and what it 
means to be a citizen of the United 
States. Armstrong stated, “We are not 
a community unless we are a unity.” He 
continued to encourage the club mem-
bers by saying, “Helping other people 
is what makes our community great. 
Small things are not meaningless. Be a 
part of your community.”

Also speaking that evening was 
Alfred Tong, an active member of 
the Columbus Church. Tong recently 
became an American citizen. He spoke 
of the process and his pride in being 
a United States citizen. “I encourage 
others to take the proper steps re-
quired for citizenship,” he said. 

Tong came to America from war-
torn Sudan, in 2000, with his wife 

Mary and their three children—Adut, 
Dut and Areeg. Dut and Areeg are 
members of the Columbus Pathfinder 
club. Since the Tongs arrived in the 
United States, another child has been 
born into their family, Arek, who is 
now old enough to be part of the Ad-
venturer Club. Because Arek was born 

here, she is an Ameri-
can citizen. The Tongs 
plan to pursue citizen-
ship for their three 
older children.

Skip Alexander, a 
Columbus Pathfinder 
Club member, said, 
“I sure learned a lot 
of new things about 
government and being 
a citizen.” Another club 
member, Matthew Al-
exander, said, “I learned 
how your family be-
comes your community. 

I was inspired by the mayor’s determi-
nation and strength in handling stress 
and pressure.”

Beth Alexander, co-director, Pathfinder Club, 
Columbus Church

The children in Althea Elliott’s class took turns hopping to raise 
money for the Muscular Dystrophy Association.
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jumped 1,372 times. That will bring in a 
nice donation to the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association (MDA) as students 
collected pledges for each jump in the 
annual Hop-a-Thon program.

The MDA Hop-a-Thon program 
is a weeklong disability awareness 
lesson where students have hands-on 
activities with books and a video. The 
program is for preschool through sec-
ond-grade children at day-care centers 
and schools.

Throughout the week, Elliott’s stu-
dents at Cross Street Christian learned 
the challenges facing people with 
muscular dystrophy. The Hop-a-Thon 
capped a week of learning as one of the 
school’s numerous outreach efforts.

For example, to learn about wheel-
chairs, students improvised with a 
teacher’s desk chair. 

“I learned that there are kids who 
can’t hop. People with wheelchairs, it’s 
kind of hard because sometimes they 
need somebody to help them,” said 
Macie.

“I learned about the people who 
need braces,” said Kelsie Dalton, age 
six. “And when people can’t walk, they 
can use a wheelchair.” She knew also 
that people with disabilities were to be 
treated “really nice so they won’t feel 
bad.” 

The event was a nice entry into 
Disability Awareness Month, recently 
proclaimed by Indiana Governor 
Mitch Daniels as a time to celebrate 
the diversity of the more than 1 million 
Hoosiers with disabilities. “Disabled 
adults and children represent about 17 

[ E d ucat   i o n  n e ws  ]

Students hop for a 
cause

Indiana—Macie Colwell had her 
preschool teacher’s approval to jump 
up and down during class time at Cross 
Street Christian School in Anderson, 
Indiana. As she jumped, the 
six-year-old tried to talk 
to classmates. Short puffy 
breaths came out between 
each word: “I’m ... hopping 
... my little ... lungs out.”

She was one of 12 who 
hopped as many times as 
they could in one minute. 
Macie recorded the most at 
140 jumps.

By the time all the tennis 
shoes had settled, teacher 
Althea Elliott’s class had 

While the Columbus Pathfinder Club members were working on their 
Christian Citizenship honor, the town mayor, Fred Armstrong (center, in 
grey sweater), attended their weekly meeting and spoke about his job and 
what the young people could do to benefit their community.
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News
percent of Indiana’s population—the 
state’s largest minority group,” Daniels 
said.

The Indiana Governor’s Council 
for People with Disabilities coordi-
nates Disability Awareness Month to 
promote inclusion, independence and 
employment for these Hoosiers—as 
well as the 54 million Americans with 
disabilities.

The Disability Awareness Month 
theme for 2008 was “Attitude is Every-
thing.” In announcing the promotion, 
Suellen Jackson-Boner, executive pro-
ducer of the council, said, “Disability 
Awareness Month is the perfect time 
for every aspect of the community to 
come together to organize events.”

“From businesses to government 
and schools to faith-based organiza-
tions, everyone is welcome to partici-
pate.” 

For more information about the 
Indiana Governor’s Council for People 
with Disabilities and Disability Aware-
ness Month, visit www.in.gov/gpcpd.

Scott L. Miley, features editor,  
The Herald Bulletin 

This article was originally published  
in The Herald Bulletin.  

It is reprinted with permission.

the event and 
encouraged their 
members as 
conference Bible 
workers Vic-
tor Rodriguez, 
Freddie De Los 
Santos, Shirley 
Smith and Alma 
Vaught worked 
from home to 
home through-
out the cities of 
Lake County. 
Wright brought 
additional sup-
port with the 
Lake Union team 
that included 
Rodney Grove, executive secretary; 
Glynn Scott, treasurer; Carmelo 
Mercado, general vice president; Gary 
Sudds, education director; Z. Kathy 
Cameron, women’s ministries direc-
tor; and Gary Burns, communication 
director.

The excitement began as guests 
entered the parking lot and were met 
by the warm smiles of the attendants; 
at the door, by the smiles of the greet-
ers; and inside, by the smiles of the 
ushers who gave them the best seats 
in the house where a mini-concert of 
praise started promptly at 6:45 p.m. 
The excitement continued as Wright 
welcomed guests into the presence of 
the Lord, accompanied by the stir-
ring strains of the theme song, “Jesus 
Is Coming Again,” and the moving 
music of the “Revelation of Hope” trio: 
Karen Alford, Myrna Hunt and Jackie 
Wright, who introduced Wright’s 
spirit-filled message.

Night after night, the church was 
filled with people who came away re-
freshed and inspired to do more for the 
Lord. They were taught of God’s love 
from creation, to the plan of redemp-
tion and salvation, to the ultimate life 
insurance plan that awaits us all upon 
Christ’s return. Wright rose above the 
enemy’s futile efforts to thwart the 
meetings by revealing the character of 
Jesus and His plan to rescue us from 

doomed planet Earth. There was a 
sense of an outpouring of Jesus’ love 
that spilled over into all the churches. 

The “Revelation of Hope” semi-
nar was a whole ministry, covering a 
broad spectrum. Many came faithfully 
and never missed a night, including a 
number of our Hispanic brothers and 
sisters who were able to hear Wright’s 
message with Mercado translating 
over an FM broadcast. Downstairs 
the children were experiencing their 
own spiritual growth. The Mizpah 
children’s ministries department led 
by Donnell Smith, Evelyn Thomas 
and all their faithful helpers were a 
blessing, providing services of Bible 
stories, lessons, music and crafts to the 
children who came every night with 
their parents.

In addition to the 34 who made 
decisions for baptism, we pray that this 
“marvelous message” will continue to 
bear fruit that may be tasted by all in 
Lake County and beyond, to the ut-
termost parts of the Earth. We thank 
Wright and the “Revelation of Hope” 
team for revitalizing, invigorating and 
inspiring us to help finish the work 
of sharing the gospel, so we can all go 
home with Jesus when He comes.

Sheridan Smith, communication secretary, 
Mizpah Church

[ l o ca  l  chu   r ch   n e ws  ]

Marvelous messages 
preached in Mizpah

Lake Region—Mizpah Church in 
Gary, Ind., was the host for the “Rev-
elation of Hope” seminar series from 
May 9 to May 21. The series was led by 
Walter Wright, then president of the 
Lake Union Conference, and was a co-
operative effort of the churches in Lake 
County, including: Lake of the Four 
Seasons, Hammond, East Chicago 
Bethel, Hammond Hispanic, Gary 
Brunswick and Gary All Nations. 

This was the beginning of a new 
planting season in the Lake County, 
Ind., “vineyard.” Area pastors George 
Bryant, Phillip Jenkins, Calvin Tait, 
and Robert Giordana helped organize 

Walter L. Wright, then president of the Lake Union Conference, delivered spirit-filled 
messages each evening during the “Revelation of Hope” seminar series at the 
Mizpah Church in Gary, Ind.
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Members sell 
treasures to build 
new sanctuary

Indiana—In early 2003, a Seventh-
day Adventist Church was planted for 
the first time in the city of Carmel, 
Ind. For some time the new congre-
gation met in various places—from a 
storefront to a room in the Indiana 
Conference Office building. Finally, 
enough money was raised to purchase a 
nice corner lot with an older house on 
it. The Lord blessed and the house was 
remodeled so it could serve as a church, 
and a parking lot was added. 

building program in Moses’ day. They 
gave the jewels that were given to them 
by the Egyptians. Ah! The little lady 
remembered an old diamond ring in 
her old jewelry box. She was more than 
willing to sell it and put the money into 
a house for the Lord.

Her next thoughts were of the 
beautiful sterling silverware in her 
china closet. She didn’t really need 
it anymore. It would be easier to use 
her stainless steel when she enter-
tained, since she could put it in the 
dishwasher! So she took it to a dealer. 
He offered her $1,000 for her sterling 
silver! Then she remembered a few 
coins her mother had given to her. She 

was given $80 for four silver 
dollars! She told the church 
members that if her deceased 
mother could donate $80, 
surely they, who were alive, 
could donate something! 

From the last financial 
report, it is easy to see that 
the Lord is blessing every-
one’s efforts! A member of 
the community gave one of 
the members a lovely mink 
coat, which was sold and 
the proceeds donated to the 

church fund.
If anyone who is reading this has 

any good fundraising ideas that are ap-
proved by God, please e-mail them to 
w.lowry@sbcglobal.net, or mail them to 
P.O. Box 4671, Carmel, IN 46082. We 
will be eternally grateful!

Wanda Lowry, member, Carmel Hope 
Fellowship, as shared with Judith Yeoman, 

correspondent, Indiana Conference 

Living Federation of America (ALFA), 
one of only 17 to be so honored na-
tionally in 2008. White Oaks owner, 
Chuck Randall, said, “We are glad 
ALFA recognized what we have seen in 
the seven years Kristina has been part 
of our team. She knows and loves the 
residents and personalizes their care. 
She is a Caregiver Champion.” 

Randall is an ASI (Adventist-lay-
men’s Services and Industries) mem-
ber and practices the organization’s 
stated purpose of sharing Christ in 
the market place. ASI members are 
encouraged to be more than legal and 
more than ethical—to be Christian in 
the workplace. Hall saw this in Randall 
and other Adventist team members at 
White Oaks. 

When Randall’s mother, Charlotte, 
a current resident of White Oaks and 
a former ASI member, invited Hall to 
church, she eagerly accepted. Eventu-
ally, Bible studies were begun and a 
baptism resulted. Now, Kristina is not 
only a Champion Caregiver, she is also 
a child of God and a member of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

ASI is an organization for Adven-
tist-owned businesses, for support-
ing institutions and for individuals 
who share their mission. As we meet 
together, we are inspired to use the 
blessings God has given and we gain 
understanding of Christ-like business 
methods. 

ASI also promotes foreign mis-
sion service. Korissa Mattson has long 

Lake Union ASI 
members share 
Christ’s love

Making everyday a great day is 
the goal of Kristina Hall, caregiver at 
White Oaks Assisted Living in Lawton, 
Mich. In June, Kristina was chosen as 
a Caregiver Champion by the Assisted 

Since 2003, when an older home was converted to a house of 
worship, Carmel Hope Fellowship church members knew they 
would outgrow it one day. Now experiencing overcrowding, church 
members are looking for creative ways to fund a new sanctuary. 

[ l ak  e  un  i o n  n e ws  ]

But now the congregation is having 
growing pains. There is an overflow 
room with a screen for the worship ser-
vices, but more space is needed for the 
children’s divisions. Additional space 
is also needed for the pastor’s class and 
another adult Sabbath school class. 
And the congregation recently expe-
rienced a wake-up call when they had 
to use the baptistry of another church. 
They all agreed it was time they built 
their own sanctuary! 

However, it takes a lot of money to 
build a church! Many of the members 
prayed for God to provide the funds. 
Then one day one of the members was 
sitting in her “thinking chair.” She was 
impressed that God would bless their 
effort if they would just put forth some 
effort that He could bless! 

But what could they do? As she 
continued to sit in her thinking chair, 
her thoughts were taken back to the 

From left: State Representative Tonya Schuitmaker, 
Caregiver Champion Kristina Hall, County 
Commissioner Christopher Randall celebrate Kristina 
receiving the 2008 Caregiver Champion award from 
the Assisted Living Federation of America. 
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been an “ASI kid,” attending the Lake 
Union Chapter spring fellowships and 
national conventions with her family. 
She listened to the inspiring experi-
ences of others, joined in the active 
program for young people, and even 
led out in programs for children. It was 
not surprising that when the opportu-
nity came through the student mis-
sionary program of Andrews Univer-
sity, Mattson volunteered to go. As a 
second grade teacher in a school in the 
Marshall Islands, Mattson loved those 
kids. Although she missed her family 
and friends, she knew she was a partner 
with God. “I wished I had my mom to 
hug me sometimes when I was hugging 
those needy kids, but God was there 
and I feel so good to have shared His 
love,” she said.

Through ASI we can accomplish 
projects we couldn’t do alone. You are 
invited to be a part of the Lake Union 
Chapter mission trip/building project 
for 2009. Luis Leonor will aid us as we 
work with Maranatha to build a church 
and conduct evangelism in Ecuador.

Students from Wisconsin Academy 
will join in the experience. To join ASI 
or to join the mission trip or to help 
the project financially, contact the ASI 
secretary in your conference office.

Barbara Randall, communication secretary, 
Adventist-laymen’s Services and Industries, 

Lake Union Chapter 
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than 2,500 people, including 500 young 
people. Three Angels Broadcasting Net-
work (3ABN) provided live worldwide 
television coverage.

A full schedule included nine main 
meetings, 20 seminars under five differ-
ent themes, and complete programs for 
children and youth.

A highlight at the convention each 
year is the ASI Special Projects Offer-
ing, and this year the offering supported 
41 projects chosen from approximately 
100 submitted to ASI. 

A wide variety of undertakings and 
locations made up the 2008 projects. 
A large number were construction 
projects, including the building of new 
broadcasting sites for 3ABN, based in 
West Frankfort, Illinois. There was 
also a project from Adventist Southeast 
Asia Projects, based in Berrien Springs, 
Mich., to develop a Lao language evan-
gelistic DVD.

Electrifying the convention, howev-
er, was the One-Day Church project. A 
joint effort between ASI and Maranatha 
Volunteers International, the One-Day 
Church will provide cost-effective, well-
built churches to “homeless” Adventist 
congregations around the world. It is a 
galvanized steel frame and vented roof 
that can be easily assembled by four 
people in just one day. The recipient 
congregation will be responsible to fin-
ish the walls and interior.

The response was overwhelming; 
an offering of $8,034,672 was pledged, 
more than quadruple the 2007 offer-
ing. “It’s just fantastic,” says a beaming 
Dwight Hilderbrandt, interim ASI 
secretary-treasurer. “This year’s offer-
ing was about evangelism and building 
churches, schools, etc. And the people 
really caught the vision and got behind 
it.” 

Not only was evangelism empha-
sized in the offering projects, it was 
a powerful premise throughout the 
convention. 

On Sabbath morning attendees were 
even provided with a special ASI Con-
vention edition of the New Beginnings 
evangelism DVD, providing them with 
an attractive, user-friendly means to be-

come evangelists in their communities. 
The DVDs were provided by ASI vice 
president for evangelism Viorel Cata-
rama, a home builder from Hinsdale, Ill.

Involving young people in evange-
lism is an integral tenet to ASI, and dur-
ing the Friday evening meeting a special 
presentation was made about Youth for 
Jesus (YFJ). An ASI-sponsored youth 
evangelism program, YFJ reaches out to 
the community where the ASI conven-
tion is to be held each year. 

YFJ Bible workers had been in 
Tampa since January, and the youth-led 
evangelistic meetings began in July and 
ended right before ASI Convention. All 
told, 52 youth participated along with 19 
Bible workers. And from their efforts, 
103 people chose to keep the Sabbath, 
and 94 requested baptism. 

Testimonies from ASI members are 
a part of every ASI Convention, and this 
year a wide range of active lay people 
were highlighted. Among them were 
Manuel and Esther Alva, physicians 
from Berwyn, Ill., who have launched a 
church group that meets each Sabbath in 
their waiting room.

Asked what he thought of ASI 
Convention, Mark Ranzinger from Ber-
rien Springs, Mich., said, “It’s fantastic, 
the people here want to turn their five 
talents into 15 talents.”

Then there’s Kyle Tumberg. He and 
his wife spent their honeymoon at ASI 
Convention. “And,” he glowed, “I don’t 
regret it!”

The 2009 ASI Convention will be 
in Phoenix, Ariz., Aug. 5-8.

Steve Hamstra, communication director, 
Adventist-laymen’s Services and Industries

Catching the Vision: 
2008 ASI Convention 
inspires lay people, 
raises record offering

Some said inspirational, others said 
uplifting, and not a few labeled it camp 
meeting on steroids. It was the 61st 
annual Adventist-laymen’s Services and 
Industries (ASI) Convention, held this 
year in Tampa, Fla., and themed “By 
Knowing Him.” 

Beginning Wednesday evening, 
Aug. 6, and ending Sabbath, Aug. 9, the 
ASI Convention was attended by more 

[ N A D  n e ws  ]

Mark Finley (left), Adventist World Church vice 
president, and Viorel Catarama from Hinsdale, 
Ill., explain how to use the New Beginnings DVD 
distributed at the ASI Convention.
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Anniversaries They served 14 years in East Africa, Leba-

non and Cyprus before moving to Berrien 

Springs, Mich., in 1980. They continue to 

be active in family research, birding and 

church activities.

The Pottle family includes Ted Pottle of 

Berrien Springs; Kim and Curt DeWitt of 

Owosso, Mich.; and three grandchildren.

The ceremony was performed by Pastor 

Wayne Johnson.

Jenae is the daughter of Daniel and 

Laurie Johnson of Ortonville, Mich., and 

Daniel is the son of Ken and Polly Osborne 

of Eastpoint, Mich.

The Osbornes are making their home in 

Knoxville, Tenn.

Heather D. Campbell and James Pederson Jr. 

were married May 24, 2008, in Elm Grove, 

Wis. The ceremony was performed by Pas-

tor Eric Skrvegard.

Heather is the daughter of John and 

Annette Campbell of Columbus, Wis., and 

James is the son of James and Debra Ped-

erson of New Berlin, Wis.

The Pedersons are making their home in 

West Allis, Wis.

Obituaries

CRESS, Dorothy E. (Hannum), age 81; born 

Mar. 10, 1927, in Cleveland, Ohio; died 

July 22, 2008, in Berrien Springs, Mich. 

She was a member of the Pioneer Memo-

rial Church, Berrien Springs.

Survivors include her husband, Paul; 

son, Daniel; daughter, Gely Cress; brother, 

James Hannum Jr.; sisters, Phyllis B. Wilde 

and Melanie Grall Show; and two grand-

children.

Funeral services were conducted by 

Pastor Roy Gane, and interment was in 

Rose Hill Cemetery, Berrien Springs.

DEAN, Gloria M. (Jenkins), age 70; born 

Sept. 23, 1937, in Milwaukee, Wis.; died 

June 15, 2008, in Milwaukee. She was a 

member of the Sharon Church, Milwaukee.

Survivors include her sons, Darrell 

Jenkins and William D. Dean II; daughter, 

Marilyn Funches; brothers, Shellie A., Sam-

muel J., Nathaniel A., Philip W. and James 

R. Jenkins; sisters, Mabel J. Talbert and 

Yvonne M. Jenkins; 11 grandchildren; and 

five great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by 

Pastor Philip W. Jenkins Sr., and interment 

was in Graceland Cemetery, Milwaukee.

HERBST, Martha (Tietz), age 96; born Nov. 

15, 1911, in Germany; died July 1, 2008, 

in Berrien Center, Mich. She was a member 

of the Pioneer Memorial Church, Berrien 

Springs, Mich.

Survivors include her son, Werner; 

daughter, Irene Ahlers; five grandchildren; 

and eight great-grandchildren.

Memorial services were conducted by 

Pastor Arne Swanson, with private inurn-

ment.

OXLEY, Emerald L., age 92; born Oct. 23, 

1915, in College View, Neb.; died June 24, 

2008, in West Melbourne, Fla. He was a 

member of the Pioneer Memorial Church, 

Berrien Springs, Mich.

Survivors include his sons, Sherwood, 

Richard, Ronald, Lawrence and Roger; 

stepson, Keith Rueckert; daughter, Lynda 

Teter; stepdaughter, Carol Rideout; brother, 

Cloyde; sister, Ruth Wilson; 22 grandchil-

dren; 19 great-grandchildren; and one 

great-great-grandchild.

Memorial services were conducted by 

Pastors Arne Swanson and Edwin Buck, 

and interment was in Rose Hill Cemetery, 

Berrien Springs.

VAJDIC, Mirjana (Novoseljacki), age 82; 

born Apr. 15, 1926, in Melenci, Yugoslavia; 

died July 28, 2008, in St. Joseph, Mich. 

She was a member of the Pioneer Memo-

rial Church, Berrien Springs, Mich.

Survivors include her son, Milan; daugh-

ter, Verica Krkljus; five grandchildren; and 

three great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by 

Pastors Ranko Stefanovic and Dwight K. 

Nelson, and interment was in Montrose 

Cemetery, Chicago, Ill.

WHITE, Gladys C. (Wilson), age 96; born 

Dec. 25, 1911, in Crosby, N.D.; died June 

27, 2008, in St. Joseph, Mich. She was a 

member of the Pioneer Memorial Church, 

Berrien Springs, Mich.

Survivors include her sons, Cleon, LeRoy 

and Merlyn; daughter, ClaoMay Fearce; 

sister, Lois Fisher; eight grandchildren; 12 

great-grandchildren; and two great-great-

grandchildren.

Memorial services were conducted by 

Pastors  Arne Swanson and Bruce Babienco, 

and interment was in Spokane (Wash.) 

Memorial Gardens Cemetery.

Wayne and Genevieve Clark celebrated 

their 50th wedding anniversary on July 12, 

2008, by a potluck luncheon at the Oxford 

(Wis.) Church. They have been members of 

the Oxford Church for ten years.

Wayne Clark and Genevieve Smalley were 

married July 4, 1958, in Berrien Springs, 

Mich., by Elder V.E. Garber. Wayne has been 

business manager of NAD Evangelism In-

stitute (formerly LUSI) for 19 years, retir-

ing Dec. 31, 1998. Genevieve has been a 

secretary at NAD Evangelism Institute for 

19 years, retiring Dec. 31, 1998.

The Clark family includes Karen and 

Clay Blair of Montello, Wis.; Kelly and Brad 

McClave of Coto de Caza, Calif.; and two 

grandchildren.

Benjamin and Bonnie Rendel celebrated 

their 60th wedding anniversary on Aug. 22, 

2008, by a picnic at Copper Harbor, Mich. 

They have been members of the Houghton 

(Mich.) Church for 39 years.

Benjamin Rendel and Bonnie Yeary were 

married Aug. 22, 1948, in Monroe, Mich., 

by Pastor Hornyak. Benjamin has been an 

administrator for a nursing home, retiring 

in 1984. Bonnie has been a nurse and 

dietitian.

The Rendel family includes Diane and 

Gary Russell of Quincy, Ill.; Chad and Kelly 

Russell of Los Angeles, Calif.; Kurt Russell 

of Springfield, Ill.; Tara and Christian Ander-

son of Portland, Ore.; four grandchildren; 

and one great-grandchild.

Weddings

Cassaundra R. Sowl and Darrell J. Campbell III 

were married June 22, 2008, in Oxford, 

Wis., at camp meeting. The ceremony was 

performed by Pastor Ric Swaningson.

Cassaundra is the daughter of David 

and Stella Sowl of Mt. Horeb, Wis., and 

Jackie and Scott Berndt of Waterloo, Wis., 

and Darrell is the son of John and Annette 

Campbell of Columbus, Wis.

Cassaundra is making their home in Co-

lumbus and Darrell is in Iwakani, Japan.

Jenae Johnson and Daniel Osborne were 

married June 1, 2008, in Pontiac, Mich. 

Norman and Beverly Pottle celebrated 

their 50th wedding anniversary on June 

15, 2008. They have been members of 

the Pioneer Memorial (Mich.) Church for 

28 years.

Norman Pottle and Beverly Campbell 

were married June 15, 1958, in Mount 

Pleasant, Mich., by Pastor Robert Kachen-

meister. Norman worked in treasury and as 

a CPA with the General Conference Audit-

ing Services for 44 years, retiring in July 

2004. Beverly has been an administrative 

secretary in the Ohio Conference, East 

Africa Union, Afro-Mideast Division and 

for the College of Technology at Andrews 

University, before retiring in June 2003. 
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Employment

SEEKING BUSINESS OFFICE MANAGER 

for graduate nurse anesthesia 

school (CRNA) in north-central Tenn. 

The school’s aim is “Reflecting Christ 

in Anesthesia Education.” Responsi-

bilities include financial/accounting, 

human resources (HR) and opera-

tions/administrative. Baccalaureate 

degree, accounting/business of-

fice experience, administrative and 

HR experience all highly desirable. 

Close to Adventist elementary school 

and academy. Full benefits are avail-

able. For additional information, call 

615-732-7676. Fax résumé to 615-

732-7676.

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY is 

seeking a dynamic professional for 

the position of Reference/Instruction 

Librarian who is committed to provid-

ing excellent public service, reference 

and information literacy instruction. 

The successful individual will have 

an ALA accredited master’s degree in 

library/information science or an in-

ternational equivalent, and will be a 

member in good and regular standing 

in the Adventist church. Send résumé 

to jmocnik@southern.edu.

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OFFICE OF 

GENERAL COUNSEL is accepting résu-

més for a full-time lawyer position. 

Required: good standing as a mem-

ber of the U.S. state bar, licensed to 

practice in the United States and a 

member of the Adventist church in 

regular standing. Maryland bar mem-

bership is preferred. Preference for an 

attorney with experience in corporate, 

contract and other transactional law. 

Location: Silver Spring, Md. A wide 

range of benefits is included. Sub-

mit résumé to the attention of Bob 

Kyte, General Counsel, at whitem@

gc.adventist.org.

Real Estate/Housing

INDEPENDENT RETIREMENT in mag-

nificent mountains of North Carolina 

at FLETCHER PARK INN. Accepting 

Priority Fees NOW for current and 

future openings. Vegetarian meals, 

housekeeping, transportation, fitness 

center. Adjacent to church, academy, 

natural foods store/bookstore, hos-

pital, nursing home and medical of-

fices. For more information, contact 

Fletcher Park Inn, 150 Tulip Trail, Hen-

dersonville, NC 28792; phone 800-

249-2882; e-mail fletcherparkinn@

yahoo.com; or visit website www.

fletcherparkinn.com.

FLORIDA LIVING: WHERE THE LIVING IS 

EASY! Senior community near Disney/

beach; ground-level apts./rooms on 

13.5 acres; transportation/house-

keeping available. Church/pool/shop-

ping/activities; 3ABN, Hope TV. VACA-

TIONERS: furnished rentals—$45, $75 

per night—minimum 3 nights; 2BR/

2BA for $300 or $400/wk. For more 

information, call 1-800-729-8017 or 

local 407-862-2646, ext. 24; visit 

website floridalivingretirement.com; or 

e-mail JackieFLRC@aol.com.

MODULAR FOR RENT IN SNOWBIRD HAVEN, 

CLEARWATER, FLORIDA: 2BR, 2BA, in 5 

Star–55+ village, furnished, washer 

and dryer. Bring food and suitcase. 

$1,500 per month. Clubhouse, hot 

tub, heated pool, security. For more 

information, call Bob at 727-560-
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8023 or 334-366-2823, or e-mail 

bobs360VT@gmail.com. Virtual tour 

available.

MESA (ARIZONA) MOBILE HOME FOR 

SALE: Furnished 12’ x 52’ 1/1 mobile 

home in 55+ gated community with 

pool and clubhouse. Great for winter 

retreat. Asking $8,600. Low space 

rent. Close to conference office, 

ABC, several churches within 10- to 

30-minute drive. Active ministry pro-

grams. Ten-day camp meeting! Bring 

your suitcase and a toothbrush. For 

terms, contact Charlotte Nabors at 

480-964-9350 (office) or 480-733-

5856 (home); or e-mail naborscm@

hotmail.com. To view the mobile 

home, go to www.arizonamobiles.org 

(it’s the pink and white one).

NEW ADVENTIST REAL ESTATE OFFICE NOW 

IN BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICHIGAN. Come 

visit our website at www.WidnerRealty.

com to see our featured homes, list-

ings in this general area, and also to 

meet us. We offer free buyer agency to 

promote your best interest. For more 

information, call Charo or Dan Widner 

at 269-471-1000.

For Sale

LOOKING FOR USED ADVENTIST BOOKS? 

Check out Adventistbooks.org, a stu-

dent industry of Great Lakes Adventist 

Academy, or call The Cedar Reader at 

866-822-1200.

RVs!! Adventist owned and operated 

RV dealership has been helping Ad-

ventists for over 30 years. Huge in-

ventory. Courtesy airport pickup and 

on-site hookups. Satisfied Adventist 

customer list available. Call toll-free 

888-933-9300. Lee’s RV City, Okla-

homa City. Visit our website, www.

leesrv.com, or e-mail LeesRVs@aol.

com.

BOOK/CD SERIES FOR SALE: Victory 

in Jesus by Pastor Bill Liversidge. A 

new book or 5-CD series explaining 

how victory over sin is possible by 

embracing His death and receiving 

His overcoming life. Available through 

creativegrowthministries.org, or your 

local Adventist Book Center. To order 

by phone, call 828-403-0653 (East 

Coast) or 661-827-8174 (West 

Coast).

PHONECARDLAND.COM 10% DISCOUNT. 

Home of the pinless and rechargeable 

True Minutes phone card. Make True 

Minutes your long distance service 

at 1.9¢ per minute including Europe 

and Canada. No tax; no fee; no ex-

piration. Come to phonecardland.com 

and choose the best card for all your 

phone call needs; user-friendly and 

secure e-mail: sales@phonecardland.

com; or phone 863-216-0160.

At Your Service

ARE YOU MOVING SOON? Before you rent 

a U-Haul and do it yourself, check our 

price and save yourself the hassle. 

Plan ahead now and reserve a time 

slot. Fast, direct and economical. 

Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard Furniture 

Moving, Berrien Springs, Mich., by 

phone: 269-471-7366 or cell: 248-

890-5700. 

SINGLE AND OVER 40? The only inter-

racial group for Adventist singles 

over 40. STAY HOME AND MEET NEW 

FRIENDS in the U.S.A. with a pen pal 

monthly newsletter of members and 

album. For information, send large 

self-addressed, stamped envelope to 

ASO-40, 2747 Nonpareil, Sutherlin, 

OR 97479. 

VISIT WWW.CHRISTIANSINGLESDATING.COM 

OR ADVENTISTSINGLES.ORG: Free 14-

day trial! Join thousands of active 

Adventist singles online. Free chat, 

search, detailed profiles, match notifi-

cations! Two-way compatibility match, 

10 photos, confidential online mail. 

Witnessing opportunities to the world 

through articles, friendships, chat, 

forums. Matching Adventists since 

1993! Adventist owners. Thousands 

of successful matches! Top ranked.

1-800-328-0525
or order online at
www.adventsource.org
(enter the promotional code on the website payment page)

FREE with special 
promotional code LUO8
Regular retail price $5.95/kit

Free kits also available with this special promotional code for Elder, Adult Sabbath
School, Greeter, Children’s Ministries, Deacon, Personal Ministries, Youth

Ministries, Women’s Ministries, Family Ministries, and Stewardship.

AdventSource has a free kit for
Communication Directors with the
resources you need for this ministry.

Catalog #100206

ask you to be a 
Did the Nominating Committee

Communication
Director?

5x4_CommunicationAd  8/25/08  3:42 PM  Page 1



MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING EDUCATION PROGRAM ONLINE

> EARN YOUR DEGREE WHILE EARNING A LIVING. You can “attend class” any time, anywhere you have access to 
a personal computer. Take one class per month, up to three classes per semester, whatever works best for you.

> COMPLETE YOUR DEGREE IN AS LITTLE AS TWO YEARS. With just 38 credits, in two years you can find yourself 
teaching in an academic, clinical, or community setting.

> RECEIVE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE OR SCHOLARSHIPS. Because of the shortage of nurse educators, state, federal, 
and professional organizations have provided funding for masters in nursing education degrees.

> GRADUATE FROM A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED ACADEMIC INSTITUTION. This masters program is based upon 
the National League for Nursing Core Competencies for Nurse Educators.

> DESIGNED FOR TRAINED NURSES WHO HOLD A BACHELOR’S DEGREE. APPLICATION DEADLINE: MAY 15.

BE IN DEMAND!

For more information on the online MS: Nursing Education Program, contact Andrews University Nursing Department:

Phone: 800.877.2863  |  Email: nursing@andrews.edu  |  Web: www.andrews.edu/cas/nursing

THE CURRICULUM PREPARES NURSES TO EDUCATE OTHERS USING PRINCIPLES OF 
THE MASTER TEACHER AND HEALER, JESUS CHRIST.

C
NURSING EDUCATION



Andrews University is 
pleased to announce a new

Andrews University School of Graduate Studies

is making a significant investment in its students 

by launching a graduate scholarship program. 

This exciting new scholarship allows Andrews to 

partner with its graduate students as they seek 

advanced degrees. If you’d like to know more 

about this scholarship and how you might qualify, 

visit www.andrews.edu/grad.

For more information, contact us:

PHONE: 800.253.2874 or 269.471.6321

EMAIL: graduate@andrews.edu

WEB: www.andrews.edu/grad

Graduate
Scholarship
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Classifieds

THISTLEDOWN, A CHRISTIAN FAMILY 

GROUP HOME (State Licensed AFC), 

has an opening for a male or female 

or couple. Country nature setting in 

southeastern Michigan. Vegetarian 

meals, 3ABN, transportation to ap-

pointments provided. Certified Nurse 

Assistant 24/7. For more information, 

call Gary or Judy Hiiter at 248-889-

3974.

Vacation Opportunities

VACATION ON KAUAI, HAWAII, “THE GAR-

DEN ISLAND.” Kahili Mountain Park is 

a scenic mountain getaway located 

at the base of Kahili Ridge. Just min-

utes from popular Kauai attractions, 

the park has an assortment of 1–4 

room cabins with sleeping for 2–6 

persons. See pictures and rates at 

www.kahilipark.org. For reservations, 

call 808-742-9921.

NEW ENGLAND SABBATICAL SUITES: 

Completely furnished turn-key apart-

ment in quiet New England home 

on peaceful farm. Short walk to sea. 

Peaceful solitude for time to com-

mune with God, nature and your own 

soul. Available for a few days to a few 

months. For brochure, rates and more 

information, call 207-729-3115.

CARIBBEAN CRUISE from Miami, Jan. 

25–Feb. 1, 2009: Roatan, Belize City, 

Cozumel, Great Stirrup Cay. ALASKA 

CRUISE/TOUR, Aug. 24–Sept. 3, 

2009: Inside Passage, RR, Tundra 

Wildlife Tour, Working Gold Mine, 

Cruise Sternwheeler and more. For 

more information, contact Foll Travel, 

Sunset Calendar
	O ct 3	O ct 10	O ct 17	O ct 24	O ct 31	N ov 7
Berrien Springs, Mich.	 7:25	 7:13  	 7:02	 6:52	 6:42	 5:34
Chicago, Ill.	 6:31	 6:19	 6:08	 5:57	 5:47	 4:40	
Detroit, Mich.	 7:12	 7:00	 6:49	 6:38	 6:28	 5:20
Indianapolis, Ind.	 7:25	 7:14	 7:04	 6:54	 6:45	 5:38
La Crosse, Wis.	 6:44	 6:32	 6:20	 6:08	 5:58	 4:50
Lansing, Mich.	 7:18	 7:06	 6:54	 6:43	 6:34	 5:25
Madison, Wis.	 6:37	 6:25	 6:13	 6:02	 5:52	 4:44
Springfield, Ill.	 6:40	 6:28	 6:18	 6:08	 5:59	 4:52

1739 Orangewood Pl., Avon Park, FL 

33825; or phone 863-453-7196.

Miscellaneous

FREE VOCAL MUSIC CONCERTS WITH 

PERSONAL LIFE EXPERIENCES. A former 

voice instructor from Andrews Univer-

sity with his wife and sister will give 

free Sat. evening vocal music con-

certs with testimonies. Two music CDs 

and a DVD music video are available. 

For more information, contact Vladi-

mir Slavujevic at 269-473-2826, or  

e-mail him at vladoslavujevic@yahoo.

com.

READ YOUR BIBLE THROUGH IN 2008! 

using a unique plan with 52 Weekly 

Assignments. Good for groups or in-

dividuals. To receive by mail, send a 

self-addressed, stamped envelope to: 

This Is Life Eternal, P.O. Box 510657, 

Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0657; or 

download from www.thisislifeeternal.

org. IT’S FREE!!

WANTED TO BUY: Used Adventist books, 

song books, cook books, school 

books. Used Adventist books for 

sale. If interested, contact John at  

269-781-6379.
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Announcements

Andrews University

Howard Performing Arts Center Events

For further information about the fol-

lowing events, call HPAC at 269-471-

3554, or visit their website at howard.

andrews.edu.

The Heritage Singers, Oct. 4, 8:00 p.m. 

Back by popular demand the award-

winning praise and worship group will 

present an evening of brilliant vocal 

harmonies, together with an inspir-

ing lyrical creativity, and powerful, 

uncompromising testimonies; delight-

ing listeners at their evening concert. 

Admission: $15

N-E-W Trio, Oct. 19, 4:00 p.m. After 

winning the Gold Medal and Grand 

Prize at the 35th Fischoff National 

Chamber Music Competition at the 

University of Notre Dame, the N-E-W 

Trio has set off on their winner’s tour.  

Admission: $10

Assad Brothers & Turtle Island String 

Quartet, Oct. 26, 7:00 p.m. Called “two 

super-groups of the string world,” the 

Assad brothers and Grammy winning 

Turtle Island String Quartet are a gui-

tar duo and string quartet combined 

to present an evening’s concert that 

will span the globe. Admission $35

The Katinas, Nov. 8, 8:00 p.m. Samoa-

born brothers Sam, Joe, Jesse, John 

and James—collectively known as The 

Katinas—do nothing less than set the 

standard for five individuals singing 

with one unshakeable voice. These 

young Samoan men bring a refreshing 

sound to many songs in both the tra-

ditional and contemporary field with 

pure acapella harmonies that sing of 

the glory of the Lord. Admission: $20

Indiana

The Indiana Academy (IA) Alumni Asso-

ciation welcomes all graduates/at-

tendees to the IA campus for Alumni 

Homecoming, Oct. 10–11. Honor 

classes are 1958, ‘68, ‘83 and ‘98. 

In addition, the classes of 1978 and 

‘88 will be recognized. Special rec-

ognition will be given to the golden-

age classes of 1929-1957. For more 

information, contact Jimmy Arnett, 

alumni president, at 219-629-1177 

or e-mail jimmy_arnett@vfc.com. As 

part of the weekend activities, the 

18th annual Alumni Golf Classic and 

Auction will be held Fri., Oct. 10. For 

information regarding the golf/auction 

event, contact Lawrence Johnson at 

765-649-7256 or e-mail ljohnson@

mustinbuilders.com.

Lake Region

National Operation Reachback Annual 

Thinktank Conference will be held in 

Detroit, Oct. 16–18, at The Double Tree 

Hotel, 5801 Southfield Freeway. “Em-

powering Young Black Males at Risk to 

Succeed” will help support Operation 

Reach Back’s “Boys at Risk.” Featured 

speakers include Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu, 

Rupert Bushner, Kwame R. Vander-

horst, Errol Liverpool, Ralph Shelton, 

Larry Folmar, Wendell Jeffrey, Edward 

Green, Paul Musson, Carl Dade, Ro-

land Gresham, Sharonlynn Harrison, 

Calvin Rock, Rosa Banks and many 

more. Banquet Black Tie Affair $60. 

For further details, contact City Temple 

at 313-897-0506, or Helen Bryant at 

313-610-3704.

Lake Union

Offerings

Oct 4 	 Local Church Budget

Oct 11 	 Voice of Prophecy

Oct 18 	 Local Church Budget

Oct 25 	 Local Conference Advance

Special Days

Oct 4 	 Children’s Sabbath

Oct 5–11 Health Education Week 
(Vibrant Life)

Oct 18 	 Spirit of Prophecy Sabbath

Oct 25 	 Pathfinder Sabbath

Michigan

The Michigan Boarding Academies Alumni 

Association invites all alumni from 

Adelphian, Cedar Lake, Grand Ledge 

and Great Lakes Adventist Academies 

to Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–11, on 

the campus of Great Lakes Adventist 

Academy. This year’s honor classes 

are 1958, ‘68, ‘78, ‘83, ‘88 and 

‘98. Come join us for a memorable 

weekend. For more information, visit 

www.glaa.net, or call the alumni office 

at 989-427-5181.

Adult Singles Retreat: Mark your calen-

dar and join fellow adult singles (over 

21) for a relaxing retreat at Michigan’s 

beautiful Camp Au Sable, Oct. 23–26. 

Gail Micheff, family ministries director, 

and staff have planned a Christ-cen-

tered, uplifting program with plenty of 

fellowship, spiritual enrichment and 

fun. This is a wonderful opportunity to 

make new friends as well as renewing 

previous acquaintances. Registration 

forms are available at www.misda.org. 

For more information and prices, con-

tact Alyce Blackmer at 517-316-1543 

or e-mail ablackmer@misda.org.

Grand Rapids Adventist Academy is hav-

ing a one-day-only Alumni Sabbath 

on Nov. 1. An overview of the day in-

cludes: Sabbath school, 9:45 a.m.; 

church service, 11:00 a.m.; fellow-

ship dinner following church; ves-

pers, 4:45 p.m.; and student/alumni 

games, approximately 6:00 p.m. For 

more information, contact the school 

at 616-791-9797, or write to 1151 

Oakleigh Road NW, Grand Rapids, MI 

49504.

North American Division

Attention all youth leaders! Insight mag-

azine is asking your youth and youth 

groups to submit videos to G5 (Gala-

tians 5:22), the fruits of the spirit vid-

eo contest. Prizes range from an iPod 

touch to cash prizes. For rules and 

more information, please visit online 

at www.insightmagazine.org/videos/

g5.asp. Contest submissions will be 

accepted until midnight, Oct. 15. 

Health Summit West—Spanish, 2008—La 

Sierra, Calif. The North American 

Division, Pacific Union and Loma 

Linda School of Public Health an-

nounce the first health certification 

training program, Oct. 18–19. “Tell 

the World Christ Brings Health and 

Wholeness” will present featured 

speaker Jose Rojas. Six “train-the-

trainer” health seminars will be con-

ducted. For more information, go to 

www.nadhealthsummit.com.

Churches, schools, conferences, institutions, and organizations may submit  
announcements to the Lake Union Herald through their local conference commu-
nication directors.  An easy way to do this is to visit the Lake Union Herald website 
at www.lakeunionherald.org and submit the announcement online. Readers may 
verify dates and times of programs with the respective sources, as these events are 
subject to change.



ONE VOICE  [ Y O U N G  A D U L T S  S PE  A K  T H EIR    M I N D ]

That night was one of the most stressful nights for my 
mom and dad. After long hours of the surgery, the nurse 
was supposed to give me .5 cc of morphine, but instead gave 
me 5 cc. The doctor walked in to check on me after a while 
had passed, and noticed I was blue and not breathing. My 
mom followed the doctor into the room to see what he had 
to say. She was quickly rushed out of the room so the doctor 
could do what he had to do to help me start breath-
ing again. She screamed and cried as the doctor 
fought for my life. 

My dad stepped up to her and mentioned 
that she needed to calm down, to just wait 
to see what happens, and just pray about 
it. A few hours later, everything started 
to pull back together and I was breath-
ing but not awake. A few days later, they 
let me go home but with tubes that were 
looping into my side, in the general area 
of where the cyst used to be, pumping 
to make sure the cyst did not come 
back. Now I have a huge scar that 
goes halfway across my stomach 
from the surgery and a little 

scar closer to my side from the where the tube was.
After being told the story of that day by my parents and 

family, and reading about it in my baby book, I realized that 
having faith and just taking time out in a situation to pray 
to God about it does a lot for a person’s life. My perspective 
on God has really changed from all this. I mean, if God can 
bring a person back to life then He can help anybody get 

through anything. It still amazes me to this day that 
all of that happened.

Now, I try to have more faith in God in ev-
erything I do. Every time I have a problem 

that I think will never be resolved, I pray 
about it. Lately, I have been going around 

telling people about my miracle and help-
ing them see that if they also have faith 
in God in everything that they do, some-
thing amazing might happen to them. 

God is wondrous and can do things 
that people could never imagine. If He 
changed my life, then He can change yours, 
even if you don’t know you need it.

Allison Couey is a junior at Pennfield High School 
in Battle Creek, Michigan. She attends the Battle 
Creek Tabernacle. 

Faith in Everything

Back about 15 years ago when I was five months old, something very tragic happened to me—my pulse stopped 

and I almost passed away. I had a cyst in my stomach, which is a closed sac that has a distinct membrane and 

division on the nearby tissue. It normally contains air, fluids or semi-solid material. The cyst made me sick all 

the time, and I couldn’t really eat anything because it wouldn’t stay down. My mom and dad took me to the hospital to 

have surgery to remove the cyst. 

B y  All   i s o n  C o u e y
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These students were selected and profiled by faculty members at their school. To recommend outstanding students  
for recognition, speak with your pastor or a faculty member. Visit www.lakeunionherald.org for selection criteria.
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Brandon Garrett, 18, of Hinsdale, Illinois, is a senior at 
Hinsdale Adventist Academy (HAA). Brandon, along with his 
parents Bryan and Rebecca Garrett, is a member of the Hins-
dale Church. 

He is president of the HAA chapter of the National Honor 
Society and is the senior class Student Association representa-
tive. Brandon has been a class president and treasurer. He is a member of the Hin-
sdale Hurricanes basketball team, and was named MVP last season by the coaching 
staff. 

Brandon has been immersed in this year’s presidential election. Tom Dun-
ham, HAA’s social studies teacher comments, “In my 17 years of teaching, I have 
encountered very few students [who] possess the love of history and politics that 
Brandon has demonstrated. ... I am very confident that Brandon’s enthusiasm for 
politics will one day lead him into the arena of public service, where he will be a 
shining example of someone who is using his God-given talents to be a blessing to 
all who know him.” 

Upon graduating in May, Brandon plans to attend Andrews University where 
he will major in political science and business. His goal is to attend law school at 
George Washington University, and he plans a career in politics. 

Brooke Netzel, 17, is the daughter of Robert and Betty Sue Net-
zel of Hinsdale, Illinois. Brooke is a senior at Hinsdale Adventist 
Academy (HAA), where she has attended since preschool, and she 
is a member of the Hinsdale Church.

Brooke is Student Association vice president, and has previously 
served as class president. She is a member of the National Honor 
Society, and the Lady Hurricanes basketball team, which last season 

awarded Brooke the “Hurricane Award for Academic and Athletic Excellence.” 
In addition to maintaining a 4.0 GPA and participating in all of her extra-

curricular activities, Brooke also works in the kitchen at Adventist Hinsdale 
Hospital. According to Michelle Weikum, HAA’s math teacher and S.A. spon-
sor, “Brooke is a wonderful leader of her peers. I can always depend on her to 
be strong spiritually and academically.” Caren Hall, HAA’s science teacher, adds 
“Brooke is a very hard worker, and it shows in her 4.0 GPA.” 

Brooke is still deciding which college to attend after graduating in May, but is 
seriously considering both Andrews University and Southern Adventist Univer-
sity. She is contemplating a career in medicine, and all who know her agree that 
with her outstanding academic abilities and work ethic, she will be successful in 
whatever profession she chooses to pursue.
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Brandon Garrett

Brooke Netzel
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